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U.S. Air Force - aeronautical SAR on land 
• One rescue coordination center, agreements 

with states/local governments, and also 
makes use of general aviation for searching

U.S. Coast Guard – maritime SAR regions and 
aircraft accidents in those  maritime regions

Note: Local governments do most of the local 
SAR on land, such as missing persons, 

National SAR Coordinators



Typical Maritime SAR Scenario
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Typical Sector Resources

3 to 4 boat stations

6 to 8 search and rescue vessels

5 to 10 VHF-FM radio towers
(no Medium Frequency (MF) on shore unit)

1 air station with 4 to 5 aircraft to provide air 
support for several sectors
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