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ICAO NACC Region updated on latest pandemic priorities

For immediate release

Montréal, 15 April 2021 — At a virtual meeting with the region’s aviation leaders yesterday, ICAO
Secretary General Dr. Fang Liu joined the agency’s North American, Central American, and
Caribbean (NACC) Regional Director, Mr. Melvin Cintron, in highlighting how NACC States could
become an example on how to optimize air travel and tourism in aid of wider regional recovery
and growth objectives through enhanced coordination.

“While public health is, and must remain, the overriding priority for civil societies, the critical role
played by air transport in crisis response and general economic recovery must not be under-
estimated,” she noted. “ICAO and its Member States clearly recognize that the COVID-19
pandemic is not only a health crisis — it is also an economic and financial crisis presenting
governments with very difficult trade-offs in terms of the medical, economic, and social priorities
concerned.”

The Secretary General’s remarks took note of the fact that global supply chains, emergency and
humanitarian responses, and more recently the safe, secure, and efficient worldwide distribution of
COVID-19 vaccines, all strongly rely on the international air transport network which governments
cooperate on to achieve through ICAO.

These considerations played a part in the most recent ‘Phase III’ revisions to the ICAO Council’s
Aviation Recovery Task Force (CART) recommendations, in addition to several other key factors
such as the emergence of new virus variants, and the beginning of the global vaccine rollouts.

The new CART provisions target specific issues relating to States’ multilayer risk management
strategies, and are organized around three main areas of priority.

The first is the establishment of national and regional risk management strategies to gradually
open air routes based on mutually recognized public health measures. The second is addressing
the long-term implications of the pandemic for traditional air transport business models and
operations. The third concerns making sure that global aviation learns from COVID-19 and
achieves smarter operations by improving its economic and environmental sustainability and
future pandemic resilience.

The Secretary General highlighted that ICAO remains committed to providing States with tailored
guidance material, training, tools, and expert support, including through the ICAO NACC Regional
Office. She also encouraged the local leaders to continue to take full advantage of the information
sharing and monitoring resources consolidated on ICAO’s COVID-19 Response and Recovery
Implementation Centre (CRRIC).

Highlighting that signs of recovery are emerging in some of the larger States in the region, Dr. Liu
also stressed the importance of being fully prepared, both nationally and regionally, to take
decisive action and full advantage of pent-up global tourism demand.



An aircraft landing in Montego Bay, Jamaica. Like many world countries and regions, the Caribbean’s acute economic reliance on
international tourist movements means that support for air transport capacities is essential at this time to assure effective pandemic
response and broad-based, sustainable economic recovery post-COVID. Photo by belemita@gmail.com, licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution
3.0 Unported license.

Resources for Editors

ICAQ's North American, Central American and Caribbean (NACC) Regional Office
The ICAO Council Aviation Recovery Taskforce (CART)

About ICAO

A specialized agency of the United Nations, ICAO was created by governments in 1944 to support their diplomacy on
international air transport matters. Since that time, countries have adopted over 12,000 standards and practices through
ICAO which help to align their national regulations relevant to aviation safety, security, efficiency, capacity and
environmental protection, enabling a truly global network to be realized. ICAO forums also provide opportunities for
advice and advocacy to be shared with government decision-makers by industry groups, civil society NGOs, and other
officially-recognized air transport stakeholders.
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