
  
 

Kigali Forum highlights importance of drone operations to 
sustainable development in Africa 
For immediate release 
 
Montréal and Kigali, 11 February 2020 – Stressing the importance of Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems (UAS) operations to sustainable development, ICAO highlighted the significance of 
Africa’s global leadership in this area during last week’s African Drone Forum in Kigali, Rwanda. 
 
The event was convened by the Government of Rwanda in collaboration with the World Bank and 
the World Economic Forum (WEF), in light of the rapid expansion of drone use in the region and 
the transformative importance of these technologies to a vast array of sectors. These include 
agricultural, medical, mining, survey, scientific, humanitarian, and other operations and 
applications.  
 
All of these new contributions are playing an important role in supporting the attainment of many 
Agenda 2030 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) benefits, and notably as the United Nations’ 
“Decade of Action” toward realizing the SDGs begins in earnest.  
 
ICAO Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems Chief, Ms. Leslie Cary, was on hand in Kigali to open the 
event, on behalf of ICAO Secretary General Dr. Fang Liu. Cary underscored that “on the surface, 
unmanned Aircraft systems (UAS) appear new and different from traditional aviation. However the 
fundamentals underneath are the same – we expect the aircraft to be airworthy, to operate as 
intended and not crash, and to create minimal disruption to people not participating in the 
operation.” 
 
“ICAO’s work in this area is helping focus research and development activities for required 
technologies and certification methods, and the development of a framework for UAS traffic 
management (UTM) is well underway,” Cary added. “Meanwhile, the challenges that need to be 
overcome are being addressed here in Africa, and the enthusiasm and determination to succeed 
in this new arena is clear to see.” 
 
Preparing the regulators and other aviation stakeholders in attendance for their discussions, Cary 
noted that the industry would face challenges to address new realities as they adapt to traditional 
air traffic systems.  
 
“We need globally harmonized provisions for unmanned aviation,” Cary said. “Meanwhile, the 
increasing numbers of aircraft, whether manned or unmanned, planned to operate at low level 
simultaneously within urban and non-urban areas, will require new approaches to air traffic 
management. The identification, allocation and recovery of costs for the development and 
deployment of physical infrastructure remain to be addressed.  
 
And finally, acceptance of these technologies by regulators and by the public at large will require 
solutions for concerns such as noise, privacy, and data protection. Some of these will need to be 
developed on a national or local basis.” 
 
ICAO Air Navigation Bureau Director, Mr. Stephen Creamer, took part in a panel during the event 
which addressed UAS regulations in Africa. He strongly underscored the inherent aviation and 
societal safety value of establishing operation-centric, risk-based approaches to new drone 



regulatory frameworks, and the need for those to be further aligned and harmonized with regional 
and global approaches to managing traditional air traffic. 
 
 
The President of Rwanda, His Excellency Paul Kagame, attended and opened the Forum. Also in 
attendance were Rwanda’s Minister of Infrastructure, the Hon. Claver Gatate; Rwanda’s Minister 
of Information Communication Technologies and Innovation, the Hon. Paula Ingabire; and the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo’s Minister of Health, the Hon. Dr. Etini Longonda.  
 
Representatives of regional and international organizations of the African Union, the World Food 
Program, East African Community, Civil Aviation Safety and Security Oversight Agencies, 
students from tertiary and secondary schools and UNICEF, and representatives of a number of 
African civil aviation authorities and public and private sector entities also took part.

 

 
 
On behalf of ICAO Secretary General Dr. Fang Liu, ICAO Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems Chief Ms. Leslie Cary (back 
row, 3rd from left) delivered opening remarks at the African Drone Forum, which opened in Kigali, Rwanda, on 5 February 
2020. The President of Rwanda, His Excellency Paul Kagame (front row, 6th from right), attended the event; Rwanda’s 
Minister of Infrastructure, the Hon. Claver Gatate; Rwanda’s Minister of Information Communication Technologies and 
Innovation, the Hon. Paula Ingabire; and the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s Minister of Health, the Hon. Dr. Etini 
Longonda. ICAO’s Regional Directors for Eastern Africa and Western and Central Africa, Messrs. Barry Kashambo and 
Prosper Zoo Minto, also attended. 

 
Resources for Editors 

About ICAO 
A specialized agency of the United Nations, ICAO was created in 1944 to promote the safe and orderly development of 
international civil aviation throughout the world. It sets standards and regulations necessary for aviation safety, security, 
efficiency, capacity and environmental protection, amongst many other priorities. The Organization serves as the forum for 
cooperation in all fields of civil aviation among its 193 Member States. 

African Drone Forum 
ICAO's and the UN Agenda 2030 Sustainable Development Goals 

https://www.africandroneforum.org/
https://www.icao.int/about-icao/aviation-development/pages/sdg.aspx
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