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Drones

Since UNICEF began working with drones, 
our investments have been focus on a 
range of applications, including:

1. Vaccine delivery/transport;

2. Improved connectivity in hard-to-reach 
communities; and

3. Aerial imaging for better preparedness 
and response in emergencies.

Addressing transport, connectivity and better emergency preparedness



Drones Addressing transport, connectivity and better emergency preparedness

We are currently investing in;

1. Creating capacity to use drones within 
UNICEF programmes,

2. Identifying, piloting and packaging drone 
solutions which have been screened as DPGs,

3. Developing and maintaining partnerships to 
bring in technical and financial resources to help 
UNICEF accelerate the use of drones globally, 
and

4. Exploring new applications and business 
models based on emerging trends



Drones Addressing transport, connectivity and better emergency preparedness

2021 objectives;

1. Development and release of the Drone DPG 
Toolkit on GitHub

2. Leveraging UNICEF-ICAO partnership to 
support Governments and UNICEF country 
offices in the development and establishment of 
national drone regulations,

3. Development of central repository for all past 
and future UNICEF drone investments including 
event media, ops data, and GIS files. 



Technical leadership Country supportCoordination

Tools, materials and resources for UNICEF 
staff and external partners related to drone 
delivery integration into health supply chains 
(needs assessment, enabling environment, 
procurement of services, implementation, 
stakeholder engagement, etc.)



Safe space for innovation to 
help governments learn

- Test tech readiness of 
UAVs for delivery, mapping 
and connectivity in the Malawi 
context

- Fly BVLOS and get 
certifications and approval 
from aviation authorities 
(CAAs)

- Community and government 
engagement, and 
sensitization UNICEFINNOVATION

Drone corridors
Kasungu,
Malawi

@unicefinnovate



- Support government’s disaster 
reduction agencies to use 
UAVs for emergency 
response and search and 
rescue

- Test UAVs in the most 
extreme weather conditions

- Create opportunities for 
local drone companies to 
provide services to their 
governments 

UNICEFINNOVATION @unicefinnovate

Drone corridors
Akmola and Almaty, 
Kazakhstan

UNICEFINNOVATION



UNICEFINNOVATION @unicefinnovate

Drone corridors
Njala, Sierra Leone

- Managed by UNICEF and the 
Directorate of Science 
Technology and Innovation

- Test UAVs in monsoon and 
flood conditions whilst 
supporting Government 
response efforts

- Act as enabling infrastructure 
for proof of concept of drone 
and other DPGs, as part of 
Sierra Leone’s Digital Public 
Good pathfinder activities. 
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