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The Case of Sint Maarten
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The Need to Modernize Breeder 
Documents in the Caribbean



 Sint Maarten‐Saint Martin
 Dutch‐ French
 37 sqm: 16 Dutch & 21 French
 Population: 55853 +
 Nationalities: 110
‐The population grew from  5000 to 35.000 between the  50’s and the 

mid 1990’s

 Economic “Boom”: 1939 – duty free, 1950, Tourism 
mid 1980’s
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Historical Background
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Picture
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Statistics of the Growing Population

2003 2008 2012 2013
Dominican Republic 4308 5783 6177 6205 44%
Haiti 3963 4663 5028 5053 28%
Dominica 2076 2414 2524 2523 22%
Jamaica 1572 2035 2828 2931 86%
Saint Kitts‐Nevis 1489 1671 1579 1586 7%
Guyana 779 1099 1558 1658 113%
Anguilla 631 650 671 674 7%
Sint Lucia 594 659 763 769 29%



Population Registry: Register Citizens status and history (1800’s) 
Napolean Bonparte, 1997 (PIVA)

General Information of Persons, Parents, Children
 Name, Date of Birth, Nationality, Passport, Address, Immigration

Civil Registry: Register  the life events of citizens (1800’s)
 Births
 Deaths
 Marriages
 Divorces

Both registries work simultaneously updating each other
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BASIC ADMINISTRATION SYSTEM
PIVA : Persoons Informatie Voorziening Nederlands Antillen



 Valid passport
 Birth Certificate (authentic, legalized)
 Marriage Certificate (authentic, legalized)
 Divorce Certificate (authentic, legalized)
 Marital Status Declaration (authentic legalized)
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Requirements



 Verification of documents
 Deed polls
 Different formats of birth certificates
 Contacting Authorities
 Tardy Birth registrations
 Insufficient information on changes of signatories
 Insufficient information on contents of breeder 
documents

For e.g. Child has no father on a birth record but bares a 
fathers last name
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Dilemnas



 Modernized registering system: Automated System

 Integrated Systems: Caricom
 ‐ Privacy Laws

 Standardized Breeder Documents: Security Paper, Multi‐
language documents, Digitalized Archives

 Implementation of Machine Readable Codes/Personal 
Identification Number

‐ avoid typographical errors, authentic and can be compared to what is in 
the system

 Biometric chips in all identification documents (id 
cards, drivers license, passports, breeder documents) 
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Probable Solutions



Barcode

10



International Birth Certificate with 
Barcode
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 Updated/accurate administration
 Elimination of Double Identity: deed poll
 Identity Theft Prevention
 Prevention of fraud detection
 Checks & Balances
 Prevention of Terrorism
 Improved services
 Increase efficiency of Government administrative 
clerks

 Knowledge increase of laws
 Cooperation amongst the Caribbean countries
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Benefits



 Infiltration
 Manipulation of documents
 Cumbersome processes
 Double Identity: disruption in the economic system
‐ ‐ Costly for Governments : school, pension, social 
welfare
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Disadvantage
continous:



 We all want the world to change, however only those 
who act will SUCCEED!

 So Let’s Act and most importantly Let’s Talk
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Conclusion



THANK YOU 

Contact Information
E‐mail: Leona.Marlin‐Romeo@sintmaartengov.org

Tel.: + 721‐5423913 or +721‐5204511
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