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CLIMATE ACTION RESERVE 

• Private non-profit, founded in 2001, focused on North America 

• What we do: 

– Standardized carbon offset protocol development 

– Voluntary offset registry (credit issuance & tracking) 

– Compliance Offset Project Registry for California cap-and-trade 

– GHG policy support 

– Climate finance impact assessments 

– Voluntary GHG mitigation activity registry for use under California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 



104 million credits issued 
- 31M used voluntarily 

- 50M used for compliance 

 

18 project protocols (US & MX) 

 

Transparent and user-friendly 

registry system 

 

Reserve credit marketplace 

 

International consulting services 

for ETS development 



Part 1 
 

How are the emissions units 
generated by your programme, 
mechanism or project? 



Project development 
Project listing 

on public 
registry 

Third-party 
verification 

Registry review 
CRT issuance 

& trading 

PROJECT REGISTRATION PROCESS 

Protocol development involves government, industry, academia, and technical stakeholders 

Land use Agriculture Industrial sources Organic waste 

• Forest * 

• Urban forest 

• Grassland 

• Livestock manure * 

• Fertilizer management 

• Rice cultivation 

• Mine methane 

• Boiler efficiency ^ 

• Ozone depleting substances + 

• Nitric acid production 

• Landfill gas * 

• Composting 

• Anaerobic digestion 

* US & MX 

^ MX only 
+ US, MX, and Article 5 countries 



LOCAL IMPACT: SAN JUAN LACHAO, OAXACA, MEXICO 

Project Type  
Improved Forest Management 

2,388 hectares 

Project Activities 
Sustainable timber management, conservation, 

restoration 

Market Type Voluntary 

Land Use Rights Communal 

Climate Benefit  15,000-20,000 MtCO2e/year 

Community 

Empowerment 

Protocol safeguards land and revenue ownership 

rights 

Initial Investment  ~$800,000 MXN 

Buyer  
City of Palo Alto: $136,000 USD investment for 

17,000 CRTs = 10% of City’s annual emissions 
50 
 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS 

EMPLOYED BY PROJECT 

110 members 
from 6 

communities 
across 4 
Mexican 
states  

6 Local 
Forest 

Technicians 

Reserve 
Trained 



Part 2 
 

What are the features and 
benefits of the emissions units 
generated by your programme, 
mechanism or project, including 
the means to ensure their quality? 



RESERVE PROTOCOLS PROTECT THE VALUE OF YOUR CARBON 

COMMODITY BY ENSURING THAT GHG REMOVALS ARE:    

ADDITIONAL 

• Beyond 
business as 
usual 
performance 

• Beyond legal 
requirements 

VERIFIABLE 

• Standardized 
eligibility & 
quantification 
methodologies 

• Third-party 
verification 

REAL 

• Conservative 
methods 

• Prescriptive 
models and 
equations 

• Minimize 
uncertainty 

PERMANENT 

• Monitoring & 
reporting 
procedures 

• Any “reversal” 
is quantified & 
compensated 

ENFORCEABLE 

• Clear 
ownership 

• Processes to 
ensure program 
compliance 

• Accountability 
mechanisms 

OFFSET QUALITY 
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Voluntary CRT Retirement Is Increasing 
• Reserve standards adopted for use in 

California’s Cap-and-Trade Program 

• Leading protocol development for 

Ontario and Quebec markets 

• Advancing project development in 

Mexico through training and new tools  

 

4.4MtCO2e 
Transacted Volume in 2016 
 

$13million USD  
Total Value in 2016 

Source: Ecosystem Marketplace State of the Voluntary Market Report 2017 



Part 3 
 

Where can potential buyers 
purchase the emissions units 
generated by your programme, 
mechanism or project? 



PURCHASING CREDITS 

Climate Action Reserve Marketplace 
www.climateactionreserve.org/how/crt-marketplace 

POLICY DIRECTOR 
 

Max@ClimateAction

Reserve.org 

BUSINESS 

DEVELOPMENT 

MANAGER  
 

CChiang@Climate 

ActionReserve.org 

MAX 
DUBUISS
ON 

CINDY CHIANG 

MAX DUBUISSON 



Part 4 
 

How does your programme, 
mechanism or project track the 
use of emissions units? 



CREDIT TRACKING 

• CRTs (Climate Reserve Tonnes) have unique serial 

numbers 

• All projects and CRTs are tracked in a public registry 

• “Usage” is tracked through public retirement reports 



CRT ISSUANCE 



VOLUNTARY CRT RETIREMENT (31M) 
Corporate Sustainability Retail Programs 

DFW Airport 

ATL Airport 

UPS 

Chevrolet 

C&S Aviation 

United Airlines EcoSkies 

21st Century Fox 

CB Richard Ellis, Inc. 

Citigroup 

Kohl’s 

Walt Disney Company 

Adobe Systems 

NYSE Group, Inc. 

Live Nation 

ESPN 

Interface Carpets 

TransAlta Corp. 

Salesforce 

SFO Kiosks 

TerraPass 

Green-e Climate 

Colorado Carbon Fund 

ClimateSmart (PG&E) 

NW Natural 

Green Mountain Energy 

Just Energy Income Fund 

XOOM Energy 




