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WHERE DO VOLUNTARY OFFSETS COME FROM? 

Source: Forest Trends’ Ecosystem Marketplace, State of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2017 



WHAT KINDS OF VOLUNTARY OFFSETS ARE AVAILABLE? 

PROJECT TYPES: STANDARDS: 

WASTE TO ENERGY PEATLAND RESTORATION 
 

REDD+ 
 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
 

CLEAN COOKSTOVES 
 

OZONE-DEPLETING 
SUBSTANCE 

DESTRUCTION 



HOW ARE VOLUNTARY CARBON OFFSETS CREATED? HOW ARE THEY TRADED?  

Possible Stages of an Offset: 
 

• Project Idea Note 
• Project Design Document 
• Validation 
• Verification 
• Issuance 
• Transaction(s) 
• Retirement 

Source: Forest Trends’ Ecosystem Marketplace, State of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2017 



HOW MANY OFFSETS HAVE BEEN ISSUED, PRE-2009-2016?  

Source: Forest Trends’ Ecosystem Marketplace, State of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2017 



HOW MANY OFFSETS HAVE BEEN RETIRED, PRE-2009-2016?  

Source: Forest Trends’ Ecosystem Marketplace, State of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2017 



Source: Forest Trends’ Ecosystem Marketplace, State of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2017 

Historical Market-Wide Voluntary Offset Transaction Volumes  

HOW MANY OFFSETS TRANSACTED LAST YEAR?  



WHAT WAS THE TOTAL MARKET VALUE TRANSACTED LAST YEAR?  

Notes: Based on survey responses representing 1,057 MtCO2e transacted pre-2005 to 2016.  

Source: Forest Trends’ Ecosystem Marketplace, State of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2017 



WHAT DOES AVERAGE PRICE MEAN, ANYWAY?  
PRICES RANGED FROM <$0.5/TONNE TO >$50.0/TONNE  

Source: Forest Trends’ Ecosystem Marketplace, State of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2017 

$0.2/t 

$11.3/t 

Ethiopia 

Large hydro 

$8.0/t 

$4.7/t 

American Carbon 
Registry 

Plan Vivo 

$5.1/t 

Clean 
cookstoves 

$2.2/t 

China 



Source: Forest Trends’ Ecosystem Marketplace, State of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2017 

WHAT ARE THE MOST COMMON PROJECT TYPES ASSOCIATED WITH TRANSACTED OFFSETS? 



WHAT DIFFERENTIATES OFFSETS TO BUYERS? 

12 
Source: Forest Trends’ Ecosystem Marketplace, State of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2017 




