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The Second ICAO Meeting on Air Cargo Development in Africa builds upon the Declaration on the Development of 
Air Cargo in Africa, adopted in Lomé, Togo, on 7 August 2014 (the “Lomé Declaration”). Through this strategic 
document, participants from 22 States, international organizations and aviation stakeholders, decided to take action 
for the sustainable development of air cargo in Africa in several key areas including: liberalization of market access 
and air carrier ownership and control; cooperation throughout the cargo supply chain; security and facilitation; 
funding for infrastructure and intermodal integration; support to remote or peripheral destinations; taxes and user 
charges; capacity-building for qualified personnel; fleet modernization; and adherence to international instruments. 
 
This Second Meeting will allow policy-makers, air transport regulators, representatives from the aviation industry 
and other stakeholders, to review progress towards implementation of the Lomé Declaration, identify challenges 
and opportunities, and agree on a Roadmap for priority actions, building on the decisions of the 39th Session of the 
ICAO Assembly. It will also contribute to the cooperative activities between ICAO, the World Customs Organization 
(WCO) and The International Air Cargo Association (TIACA). 
 

Programme* 
Day 1 – Tuesday, 27 June 2017 

0900-1030 Opening Ceremony 
Master of Ceremonies: Mr. Reji John, Editor, The STAT Trade Times (STAT Times) 
 

- Welcoming remarks by Col. Wesenyeleh Hunegnaw, Director General, Ethiopian Civil 
Aviation Authority (ECAA) 

- Address by Mr. Tewolde GebreMariam, Group Chief Executive Officer, Ethiopian 
Airlines 

- Address by Mr. Vladimir Zubkov, Secretary General, TIACA 
- Address by Mr. Younouss Djibrine, Secretary General, Pan African Postal Union (PAPU) 
- Address by Mr. Sergio Mujica, Deputy Secretary General, World Customs Organization 

(WCO) 
- Address by African Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC), Specialized Agency of the African 

Union & Executing Agency of air transport services in Africa 
- Address by Mr. Cheikh Bedda, Director of Infrastructure, Energy and Tourism, African 

Union Commission (AUC) 
- Address by Dr. Olumuyiwa Benard Aliu, President of the Council, ICAO 
- Address by His Excellency Mr. Getachew Mengiste, Minister, Ministry of Public 

Enterprises of Ethiopia 
 

1030-1100 Coffee Break 

1100-1200 Session 1 – Briefing on the 39th Session of the ICAO Assembly & Global Challenges for Air Cargo 
 
Topics:  
The ICAO Assembly is the Organization’s sovereign body, meeting at least once every three 
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years, where 191 States establish the worldwide policy of aviation and air transport. What are 
the main outcomes of the 39th Session of the Assembly (Sept.-Oct. 2016) with respect to the 
economic development of air cargo? What are the benefits of a multilateral approach for the 
liberalization of air cargo? What are the operational and regulatory challenges facing the air 
cargo industry? How to facilitate electronic submission of data on goods and electronic air 
waybills? 
 
Moderator: Mr. Boubacar Djibo, Director Air Transport Bureau, ICAO 
Speakers:  

- Col. Dokisime Gnama Latta, Director General ANAC-Togo & Chair of the 1
st

 Meeting on 
Air Cargo Development in Africa (2014) 

- Mr. Sergio Mujica, Deputy Secretary General, WCO 
- Mr. Bassil Eid, Director of Region Africa and Middle East, International Federation of 

Freight Forwarders Associations (FIATA) 
- Mr. Chris Welsh, Secretary-General Global Shippers Forum (GSF) 
- Mr. Sidy Gueye, Director, Airport, Passenger, Cargo and Security for Africa, IATA  
- Mr. Vladimir Zubkov, Secretary General, TIACA 
- Mr. Reji John, Editor, The STAT Trade Times (STAT Times) 

 

1200-1400 Lunch 

1400-1515 Session 2 – African Continental Approach and Challenges  
 
Topics: In 2012, the 18th Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government 
of the African Union adopted a decision to establish a Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA) by an 
indicative date of 2017. How can States expand intra-African trade and enhance border-crossing 
procedures through the implementation of the CFTA? How to enhance synergies between trade 
liberalization and facilitation to maximize the benefits of the Single African Air Transport Market 
(SAATM)? What are the prospects offered by the Bali agreement on trade facilitation? What are 
the opportunities offered by e-commerce for youth, women, as well as small and medium 
enterprises in Africa? How will the “eTrade for All” Initiative and the “Single Window” concept 
help e-commerce in Africa? 
 
Moderator: Dr. Elijah Chingosho, Secretary General, African Airlines Association (AFRAA) 
Speakers:  

- Mr. Fitsum Abady, Managing Director, Ethiopian Cargo Services 
- Mr. Wojciech Soltysiak, Chief Technology & Innovation Officer, CHAMP Cargosystems 
- Mr. Tefera Mekonnen, Director of Air Transport, AFCAC 
- Mr. Bassil Eid, Director of Region Africa and Middle East, FIATA 
- Mr. Adamou Saley Abdourahamane, Secretary General, Union of African Shippers’s 

Council (UASC) 
 

1515-1545 Coffee break 

1545-1700 Session 3 – Funding and Financing of Air Cargo Infrastructure and Mobile Equipment 
 
Topics: 24 African airports will be saturated by 2020, and of the over 50 projects under the 
Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA), only 3 projects are dedicated to 
civil aviation. How can States and private operators cooperate to develop “hard infrastructure” 
for air cargo? How can the MoveAfrica Initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (NEPAD) benefit air cargo through the development of “soft infrastructure”? 
What are the benefits of the Cape Town Convention for the acquisition and leasing of new and 
used mobile equipment, including more modern, fuel-efficient aircraft? How can unmanned 
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aircraft systems (UAS) support air cargo development by reducing the need for costly aviation 
infrastructure? 
 
Moderator: Mr. Fitsum Abady, Managing Director, Ethiopian Cargo Services 
Speakers:  

- Mr. Steven Verhasselt, Vice-President Commercial, Liege Airport 
- Mr. Chris Welsh, Secretary-General, GSF 
- Mr. Frédéric Malaud, Air Transport Development Manager, ICAO 
- Mr. Svilen Rangelov, Founder & CEO, DRONAMICS Ltd.  

 

1900 Welcome Reception by the Host State – Yod Abyssinia Cultural Restaurant 

Day 2 – Wednesday, 28 June 2017 

0900-1015 Session 4 – Stimulating Demand and New Opportunities for Air Cargo in Africa 
 
Topics: International air cargo traffic in Africa has grown at a 5.4% average annual rate between 
2010 and 2015, and is expected to grow by 2.2% annually until 2042. How to optimize traffic 
flows through cargo hub airports in Africa to generate sufficient demand between African sub-
regions, in particular for the benefit of Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) and Small 
Island Developing States (SIDS)? What are the opportunities for African States resulting from 
China’s “One Belt One Road” initiative? What are the challenges of establishing efficient 
multimodal transport corridors, such as the Djibouti-Addis Multimodal Transport Corridor? How 
can the air cargo value chain serve the requirements of pharmaceutical air shipments, including 
the need for dedicated cooling infrastructure, which are critical in supporting humanitarian 
activities? 
 
Moderator: Mr. Vladimir Zubkov, Secretary General, TIACA 
Speakers:  

- Mr. Youssef Taouragt, Chief Promotion & Marketing, DGAC Morocco 
- Dr. Koussai Mrabet, Director Commercial Corporate and Industry Affairs, AFRAA 
- Mr. Endris Argaw, Director, Customer Service Directorate, Ethiopian Airports Enterprise 
- Mr. Chris Welsh, Secretary-General, GSF 
- Mr. Savane Vassiriki, Ingénieur Civil de l'Aviation Civile, Côte d'Ivoire, (ANAC) 
- Mr. Sanjeev S. Gadhia, Founder & CEO, Astral Aviation & Vice Chairman of the AFRAA 

Cargo Task Force 
 

1015-1045 Coffee Break 

1045-1200 Session 5 – Regulatory and Industry Initiatives in Support of Air Cargo 
 
Topics: The air cargo supply chain is a combined set of interconnected parties, locations, 
procedures and information exchanges enabling cargo to move from origin to destination by air. 
How can air cargo benefit from the development of airport cities, Aerotropolis, Megatropolis 
and airport community systems? What is the implementation status of Regulated Agent and 
Known Consignor programmes in Africa? How can regulators and operators address wildlife 
trafficking issues? What kind of innovation and technology can enhance air cargo connectivity 
and accessibility? 
 
Moderator:  Mr. Kester Meijer, Director Operational Integrity, Compliance & Safety, KLM 
Speakers:  

- Mr. Younouss Djibrine, Secretary General, PAPU 
- Mr. Gebregziabher Gebretsadik, AEO Compliance Audit Team Coordinator, Ethiopia 

Revenue and Customs Authority 
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- Ms. Asha Menon, Senior Technical Officer, WCO 
- Mr. Wojciech Soltysiak, Chief Technology & Innovation Officer, CHAMP Cargosystems 
- Mr. Sidy Gueye, Director, Airport, Passenger, Cargo and Security for Africa, IATA 
- Ms. Sheila S. Ngidi, Aviation Security Expert, AFCAC 
- Mr. Piet Demunter, Director Strategic Development, Brussels Airport Company  

 

1200-1400 Lunch 

1400-1515 Session 6 – Implementation of Lomé Declaration and the Way Forward 
 
Topics: Building on the feedback from the State Air Transport Action Plan System (SATAPS), an 
online ICAO database showing the implementation status of the Lomé Declaration and Action 
Plan, participants will agree on priority actions for the next 2 years (2017-2019). How to better 
showcase to decision-makers the economic benefits of air cargo in Africa? How can ICAO 
further facilitate cooperation between all air cargo stakeholders to ensure that air cargo sector 
in Africa grows in an efficient, coordinated and sustainable way?  
 
Moderator: Mr. Mam Sait Jallow, ICAO Regional Director, West and Central Africa (WACAF) 
Speakers:  

- Mr. Tewolde GebreMariam, Group Chief Executive Officer, Ethiopian Airlines 
- Col. Dokisime Gnama Latta, DG ANAC-Togo & Chair of the 1

st
 Meeting on Air Cargo 

Development in Africa (2014) 
- Mr. Sanjeev S. Gadhia, Founder & CEO, Astral Aviation & Vice Chairman of the AFRAA 

Cargo Task Force 
- Mr. Vladimir Zubkov, Secretary General, TIACA 
- Mr. Kofi Boateng, Statistics Officer, Ghana Civil Aviation Authority 

 

1515-1545 Coffee Break 

1545-1645 Closing Session, Chaired by Mr. Tshepo Peege, Representative of South Africa on the Council of 
ICAO 
  

Handover of the Chairmanship of the Air Cargo Development in Africa Initiative 
- Col. Dokisime Gnama Latta, DG ANAC-Togo & Chair of the 1

st
 Meeting on Air 

Cargo Development in Africa (2014) 
- Mr. Zewdu Teklay, Deputy Director General of Aviation Regulation, ECAA 

 
Review and Adoption of Addis Roadmap 

 

Day 3 – Thursday, 29 June 2017 

0830-0900 Transport to Addis Ababa Bole 

0900-0930 Ceremony of the laying of Foundation Stone for ECAA Headquarters and Training Center by His 
Excellency Mr. Ahmed Shide, Minister, Ministry of Transport of Ethiopia 

0930-1010 Visit of Aviation Academy   

1010-1040 Coffee Break 

1040-1130 Visit of Simulator/Catering Facility   

1130-1300 Visit and Inauguration of Addis Ababa Bole Air Cargo Facilities 

1300-1400 Transport back to the venue and lunch 

 
— END — 


