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Ali Basfar

Senior Specialist of Facilitation Programs and Systems
General Authority of Civil Aviation

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Introduction
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is a member state of the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO), and one of the ratifying states of international treaties, agreements and
protocols. From this point of view, the Kingdom is committed to implementing international
civil aviation agreements, including Annex (9) (Facilitation), which includes standard rules
and recommendations for facilitating air transport through the border.

As it is one of the most important facilitation duties is to facilitate and ease security
procedures when completing the procedures of travelers through passports borders, and this
is through consideration and study of the best international practices in implementing the
recommendations and standards mentioned in Annex (9) (Facilitation), which aims to
improve and continuously develop to facilitate all travel procedures.

The General Directorate of Passports is the authority concerned with regulating all passport
issuance procedures in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It is responsible for maintaining,
developing and issuing passports in a consistent manner complying with the requirements
mentioned in the ICAO Document No. (9303) which is responsible on unifying
requirements and procedures for travel documents, and confiscating counterfeit passports.
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The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s 

experience in issuing travel 

documents (machine-readable travel 

documents/ePassport/Biometric)
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Issued in 2005

Adding Security 

Features

Activate the reading 

of MRZ
1,518,749 are issued 

Annually

Inaugurated in February 2022 
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• Steps for issuing the ePassport:

Make an 

appointment from 

the list of 

appointments in the 

Absher platform

Hand over the old passport 

and submit photos and ID

Printing and delivering the 

passport by mail within 3-5 

working days

Pay the fees
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OldNew  

The exterior color and the addition of the 

electronic chip logo

Adding more than (33) security features and 

changing the old security features

The passport information page is made of 

polycarbonate that includes the passport 

holder’s photos ,all data ,and Biometric.

It contains (3) copies of the passport holder’s 

photos with more than one technology in order 

to comply with all global systems without any 

possibility of error.

• Change and features:
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Complies with the requirements and conditions to 
be met by ICAO Document 9303.

It includes a personal photo and an electronic chip 
that contains all the data of the document holder in 

addition to the Biometric

Taking advantage of the e-Passport pages by placing 
all the biometric and cultural images of the Kingdom 

that reflect the industrial, civilizational and 
commercial strength
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قوس المطر



11
TR

IP
2

0
2

2



12
TR

IP
2

0
2

2



13
TR

IP
2

0
2

2



14
TR

IP
2

0
2

2

Personal photos of 
Passport’s holder with 

more than one 
technology compatible 
with all Global systems
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Thank You


