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BackgroundBackground

� April 2010 deadline for MRPs

� Obtaining official information on 

compliance status is difficult

� Working Paper is based on the best 

information available at time of reporting



Current StatusCurrent Status

� Small number of Member States are still 

issuing hand-written passports

– Afghanistan, Algeria, Central African 

Republic, Equatorial Guinea, Kiribati, Libya, Republic, Equatorial Guinea, Kiribati, Libya, 

and Mauritania

– Djibouti and DPRK issue MRPs for 

diplomatic and service only

– Most appear to have plans or projects to 

introduce MRPs



Current Status (2)Current Status (2)

� ICBWG has identified a small number of 

states confirmed as having issues that 

affect, or may affect, the compliance 

status of their MRP

– Benin, Congo, Guinea-Bissau

– Iran and Tajikistan are resolved

– ICBWG undertaking further investigation 

into Laos, Guinea Conakry, East Timor, 

Somalia



LettersLetters

� The ICBWG, through the Secretariat, 

has corresponded with the five states 

drawing attention to compliance issues 

with their documents and offering with their documents and offering 

assistance

� To date, only Congo has responded to 

the Secretariat



Letters (2)Letters (2)



The TAG/MRTD is invited to:

a) note the information provided and the 

approach the ICBWG has taken; and

b) approve, in principle, that the ICBWG 

continue to identify and communicate 

issues of non-compliance.


