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ICAO’S ROLE AND REQUIREMENTS FOR RATIFICATION 
OF AIR LAW INSTRUMENTS AND THE REGISTRATION OF 

AIR TRANSPORT AGREEMENTS 
  



• ICAO is the Depositary of almost 40 
international air law treaties  

• Functions of a Depositary (keeping 
custody of the original text; 
receiving signatures; examining 
instruments of ratification; informing 
States upon the entry into force of a 
treaty, etc.)  
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Ratification of air law instruments 



1. In order to ratify/accede to a treaty, a State must deposit an instrument 
of ratification/accession in compliance with the relevant provisions of 
the treaty concerned  

2. The instrument must be signed by the proper authority either by the 
Head of State, the Head of Government, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
or a person exercising, ad interim, the power of one of the above 
authorities 

3. The instrument of ratification/accession must clearly identify the 
treaty (exact title, date and place) concerned and the type of action 
being taken by the State in accordance with the provisions of the treaty 
(e.g. ratification, acceptance, approval, accession, consent to be bound, 
etc.) 
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Deposit of an instrument of ratification 
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Deposit of an instrument of ratification 



Common mistakes: 
• The title of the treaty 
• The date of signature of the 

treaty  
• The place of signature of 

the instrument is missing 
• The treaty has not been 

signed by the proper 
authority 
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Deposit of an instrument of ratification 
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Deposit of an instrument of ratification 
• The title of the treaty 
• The date of signature of the 

treaty  
• The place of signature of 

the instrument of ratification  
• The instrument is signed by 

the proper authority 
• The instrument includes a 

declaration, if mandatory 
 



ICAO Treaty Collection  
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• Administrative packages providing 
guidelines for the ratification of, or 
accession to, international air law 
instruments in order to assist States 
in the ratification process 

• Lists of Parties to all international air 
law instruments 

• Forms indicating the current status 
of individual ICAO Member States 
with respect to International air law 
instruments 
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For any questions with 
respect to the ratification 
process or regarding the 
registration of agreements 
with ICAO please do not 
hesitate to contact LEB 

Emails:  
  - treaty@icao.int 
  - leb@icao.int  
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