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Joint ICAO/AFCAC Regional Symposium for African States on 
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SPEAKERS & PANELLISTS 
 
 
 

Mrs Folasade Odutola 
Director, Air Transport Bureau 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
Montreal, Canada 

 
Mrs Folasade Odutola assumed duties as Director, Air 
Transport Bureau on 7 May 2007. She holds an MSc in Air 
Transport Engineering from Cranfield University, and a BSc 
(First Class Hons.) in Aeronautical Engineering from the 
University of Glasgow, both in the UK. Mrs Odutola has 
worked in the aviation industry since 1977, mostly within the 
regulatory sphere. 
 
Immediately before taking up the position with ICAO, 
Mrs  Odutola was Rector and CEO of the Nigerian College of 
Aviation Technology, an ab-initio training institute for all aviation professionals. Prior to that, she 
worked briefly in an airline followed by an over 20 year stint in the Nigerian civil aviation 
regulatory system, where she attained the position of Director, Airworthiness and Operations 
Standards. She has served as secretary/member of many committees set up to consider issues of 
high importance to the Nigerian aviation industry while she organized a number of ICAO joint 
workshops. Mrs Odutola was charged with the responsibility of setting up the very first air 
transport licensing branch in the regulatory authority where she also handled commercial duties. 
She has participated in several bilateral air services agreement meetings as well. 
 
Mrs Odutola is a Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society. 
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Mr Toru Hasegawa 
Assistant to the Director, Air Transport Bureau 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
Montreal, Canada 

 
Mr Toru Hasegawa is an Assistant to the Director, Air Transport Bureau of the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO). From 2000 to 2009, he worked as an Economist in ICAO in 
charge of economic policy and infrastructure management. Prior to joining ICAO in 2000, he 
worked at Northwest Airlines and the Nomura Research Institute in Japan. He holds a Ph.D., an 
MA and a BA in economics, all from Tokyo University with specialization in industrial 
organization and applied economics of pricing theories. He has published eight books (in 
Japanese) on airline pricing and economics. 
 

 
Mr Evalou Gnang 

Regional Officer/Air Transport 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 

Dakar, Senegal 
 
Mr Evalou Gnang is the Regional Officer/Air Transport/Technical 
Cooperation in ICAO’s Western and Central African Office in Dakar, 
Senegal. 
 
He holds a Bachelor, Master of Air Science and MBA degrees from Embry-Riddle University of 
Daytona Beach Florida. He is a qualified air traffic controller from the Ecôle Africaine de la 
Météorologie et de l’Aviation Civile (EAMAC), Niamey, Niger and Commercial Pilot from the 
IFR Flying School of Geneva, Switzerland. 
 
Mr Gnang served as Economist at the ICAO HQ in Montreal before being transferred to the 
Regional Office for the Middle East in Cairo in 2006 and to the Dakar Office in January 2008. 
 
Prior to joining ICAO, Mr Gnang served as airport manager for ASECNA at Lomé Airport in 
Togo (1985 to 1991) and as Adviser to the DG of ASECNA at the Agency HQ in Dakar, Senegal 
(1991 to 1995). 
 
 

Dr Olumuyiwa Benard Aliu 
Representative of Nigeria on the Council of ICAO 

Montreal, Canada 
 
Dr Olumuyiwa Benard Aliu is the Representative of Nigeria on the Council of the International 
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), effective from 1 January 2005. He is the Chairperson of the 
Steering Committee of AFI Comprehensive Implementation Programme (ACIP) charged with the 
implementation of the AFI Plan - a major safety initiative of ICAO for African States. He was 
also the First Vice President of ICAO Council, the Chairman of the Technical Cooperation and 
the Chairman of the Finance Committee of the ICAO Council. Dr Aliu is a member of the Air 
Transport, Human Resources and ICAO Staff Pension Committees, the Working Group on Policy 
and Governance, and several other ICAO Committees and Working Groups  
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A Doctor of Philosophy in Technical Sciences, specializing in Aeronautics, Dr Aliu commenced 
his aviation training at the then Kiev Institute of Civil Aviation Engineers, now the National 
Aviation University in Kiev, Ukraine, where he graduated in 1983 with a MSc. Degree in 
Aeronautical Engineering. He was conferred PhD in 1987. He also obtained Aircraft Maintenance 
Engineer’s Licence with Airframe and Engine ratings on several aircraft types. Dr Aliu, over the 
course of his career, received training in airworthiness, air transport economics, aviation law, 
airports and air navigation management as well as in Safety Management Systems (SMS). He is 
an ICAO certified SMS Instructor. He has an IATA Diploma in Civil Aviation Management and 
he also obtained a Graduate Certificate in Air and Space Law from the McGill University, 
Canada.  
 
Dr Aliu joined the Nigerian Ministry of Aviation in 1988 as Senior Air Worthiness Surveyor. His 
professional experience includes several years with the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority 
(NCAA), where he held positions of increasing responsibility in safety oversight and economic 
regulation. He has also served as Technical Adviser to the Minister of Aviation from 1998-1999. 
He played an active role in the formulation of the National Civil Aviation Policy leading to 
commercialization, liberalization and institution of competition and consumer protection 
programmes in the Nigerian air transport industry. As Director of Air Transport Regulation of 
NCAA from 2000-2004, he coordinated activities in the regulation of air transport and advised on 
aviation policies, and in negotiations of Bilateral and Multilateral Agreements. He was also 
assigned the role of Acting Director-General of Nigerian CAA on several occasions. 
 
Dr Aliu is a member of several aviation, engineering and management professional bodies. He 
has been a speaker and moderator in many international air transport conferences and seminars. 
He was President of the ICAO Conference on Aviation and Alternative Fuels in 2009. He led the 
Nigerian delegation to the 12th Session of the ICAO Facilitation Division in 2004 and was a 
member of the Nigerian Delegation to the ICAO Assembly in 1998, 2001, 2004 and 2007. Dr 
Aliu has chaired and served in several regional and sub-regional experts committees of the 
African Union (AU), the African Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC), the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the Banjul Accord Group (BAG). He has 
over the past two decades been closely involved with the development and evolution of air 
transport policies in Africa, including the Yamoussoukro Decision on liberalization of Air 
Transport in Africa. He is currently working with the AU Commission on the development of a 
common African Civil Aviation Policy, a programme initiated by him and approved by the 
Committee of Ministers and the AU Assembly. 
 
 

Dr Boubacar Djibo 
Secretary General 

African Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC) 
Dakar, Senegal 

 
Dr Djibo has been the Secretary General of AFCAC since January 2007. He was a member of the 
Boards of Directors of ASECNA and Air Afrique for 10 years. Dr Djibo directed, managed and 
supervised all the various aspects of civil aviation (legal, economical, financial and technical) in 
Africa, in a civil aviation administration, as Director General DGCA of Niger for 10 years, and in 
an airline as General Manager for Mali of Air Afrique. He has also been an international Project 
Coordinator for UNDP/ICAO and an Air Transport Officer at AFCAC and ICAO WACAF 
Office for 7 years. 
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Dr Djibo’s education includes: 
• International Air Transport Association (IATA) Training Center in Geneva, Switzerland: Air 

Transport Economics 
• Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Center for Advanced Engineering Study in 

Cambridge USA: Advanced Study Program Strategic Management 
• Université de Paris I Sorbonne: Analyse et Politique Economiques - Diplôme d’Etudes 

Supérieures Spécialisées (DESS) en Transport et Distribution Maritime et Aérien 
• ENAC, Ecole Nationale de l’Aviation Civile de Toulouse (France): French “Grande Ecole”, 

Diplôme d’Ingénieur 
 
 

Mr Samuel M. Gaiya 
Legal Officer 

African Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC) 
Dakar, Senegal 

 Mr Samuel Gaiya joined AFCAC in March 2009. He was the pioneer 
Company Secretary/Legal Adviser of the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority from 2000 to 2009 
where he left as Director, Legal Services in March 2009. 
 
Mr Gaiya holds an Honours Degree in Laws from the Ahmadu Bello University Zaria, Nigeria in 
1978 and was called to the Nigerian Bar as a Solicitor and Advocate of the Supreme Court of 
Nigeria in June 1979. He was appointed a Notary Public for Nigeria in 1986 by the Chief Justice 
of Nigeria. He holds a Diploma in Civil Aviation Management from IATA in 2005. Prior to 
joining the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority he had wide experience as a Senior State Counsel, 
Private Legal Practice, and held senior management positions in the Banking Industry in Nigeria 
between 1980 and 1997. 
 
He is a member of the African Union (AU)/AFCAC Panel of Legal Experts on civil aviation 
matters since 2000. He chaired the Experts Committee meetings that developed the African 
Guidelines and Clauses for inclusion in all BASA’s to be entered into with the European Union in 
2004/2005. 
 
Mr Gaiya coordinated the review of the 1964 Nigerian Civil Aviation Act to a new Act that was 
promulgated into law in 2006. He also coordinated the review of the 1969 AFCAC Constitution 
which was adopted in December 2009 and entered into force on 11 May 2010. He was 1st Vice 
Chair ICAO Legal Committee 2005/2007, a Member of the ICAO Commission of Experts of the 
Supervisory Authority of the International Registry 2006/2009, and a Member of the special Sub-
Committee of the Legal Committee that finalized the Draft Texts of the Aviation Security 
Convention and Protocol, which were subjected to the Diplomatic Conference and adopted in 
Beijing, China in September 2010. 
 
Mr Gaiya was a Member of the Experts Panel that drafted the Banjul Accord Group (BAG) 
Agreement and Multilateral Air Services Agreement in 2000, and a Member of the Drafting 
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Committee of the Cape Town Convention and Aircraft Protocol in 2001. He was a Member of 
various Nigerian Government bodies and delegations, and of various ICAO, AU and AFCAC 
Panels and Committees from 2000 to date, as well as a Member of the Nigeria Bar Association 
and International Bar Association. 
 
Mr Gaiya was an Alumnus of the London Management School 2004 and Fellow Certified Board 
of Administrators of Nigeria (FCBAN). 
 
He has presented many papers on topical issues in International Air Law around the world. 
 
 

Mr Alberto Mabjaia 
Director General 

Instituto de Aviaçao Civil de Mozambique 
Maputo, Mozambique 

 
 

Mr Manuel Veterano 
Chairman of the Board 

Mozambique Airports Company (ADM) 
Maputo, Mozambique 

 
 

Mr Ahmed Salem Ould Lab 
Directeur Administratif et Financier 

ASECNA 
Dakar, Senegal 

 
 

Mr Amos Marawa 
Director Infrastructure Development 

Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) 
Lusaka, Zambia 

 
 

Mr Ladislaus E. Matindi 
Principal Civil Aviation Officer 

East African Community (EAC) 
Arusha, Tanzania 

 
Mr Ladislaus Matindi is a Principal Officer responsible for civil aviation in the East African 
Community (EAC) Secretariat. He is responsible for coordinating the harmonization and 
implementation of projects and programmes related to civil aviation policies and strategies in the 
EAC. He has experience of more than 15 years in planning, procurement, contract formulation 
and management of civil aviation projects, especially those related to air navigation services in 
Tanzania, the EAC, the Southern African Development Community (SADC) and the ICAO-AFI 
region.  
 
Mr Matindi holds a M.Sc. degree in Telecommunication Engineering from Padollia University of 
Technology, Ukraine and a MBA degree in International Business from the University of 
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Birmingham, UK. He has attended several professional courses such as Computer Engineering in 
Japan, Aviation Management in Canada, CNS/ATM courses at ENAC, France, and project 
management in UK. Mr Matindi is a professional engineer registered by the Engineers 
Registration Board of Tanzania and a corporate member of the Institution of Engineers Tanzania.  
 
 

Mr Alfonso Cabrillo Losada 
Head of Transport Sector 

Delegation of the European Union to Mozambique 
Maputo, Mozambique 

 
Mr Cabrillo is an official of the European Commission and Spanish civil engineering who has 
developed most of his career in Africa covering several countries in Central and West Africa. He 
has a wide experience in financing infrastructures in developing countries via the EDF and the 
establishing and follow-up of transport related sector policies. Mr Cabrillo has been recently 
cooperating with ECCAS in the establishment of a general planning for improving air transport in 
the Central Africa Region. He is now responsible for transport, water and energy projects in the 
European Union Delegation to Mozambique. 
 
 

Ms Julie Garg 
Manager, Airport and ATC Charges 

International Air Transport Association (IATA) 
Geneva, Switzerland 

 
Ms Julie Garg has been Manager in IATA’s Industry Charges, Fuel & Taxation team for two 
years, supporting airport charges campaigns in Africa and the Middle East. Before that she was 
part of the IATA Simplifying the Business program, involved in initiatives such as Electronic 
Ticketing. Prior to joining IATA Julie worked in management and IT consulting in the USA. She 
has a Bachelor's degree in Computer Science from Harvard University and speaks English and 
French. 
 

 
Mr Getaneh Desta Woldemichael 

Business Development Director – NESA 
Société Internationale de Télécommunications Aéronautiques (SITA) 

Johannesburg, South Africa 
 

 

Mr Getaneh Desta Woldemichael is an aviation veteran 
who has served the industry for over 25 years. Mr Desta
graduated in Economics from the Addis Ababa University 
and worked in Ethiopian Airlines for 10 years in different 
management roles before joining SITA. Mr Desta has held 
various management positions in SITA and is currently the 
Business Development Director for Northern Europe and 
Sub-Sahara (NESA) region. Mr Desta particularly enjoys 
working on collaborative community solutions and 
currently leads the SITA initiatives for complex common 
solutions in Africa. 
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Mr José Chembeze 
Transport Specialist 

Africa Transport Unit - Mozambique Country Office 
World Bank 

Maputo, Mozambique 
 

After graduating in Civil Engineering in 1992, Mr Chembeze joined the academic staff of 
Eduardo Mondlane University at Faculty of Engineering. In 1996 he obtained a M.Sc. degree on 
Hydraulic Engineering (Land and Water Development) at the International Institute for 
Hydraulics Infrastructure and Environmental Engineering (IHE) in Delft, The Netherlands. Along 
his carrier he was involved on the design and supervision of infrastructure projects related to 
irrigation and drainage, hydrology, hydraulics, water supply, erosion protection and control, 
ports, highways and rural road design. 
 
In 1997 and 1998 Mr Chembezee worked at the Royal Dutch Embassy in Maputo as a Program 
Officer in the Water Sector and Physical Infrastructures. From 1997 to 2000 he was Deputy Dean 
of Faculty of Engineering of the Eduardo Mondlane University in Maputo. In November 2000, 
after several works carried out by him related to the effects of the floods in 2000 in South of 
Mozambique and in Maputo town in particular, he was appointed as Advisor to the Mayor of 
Maputo City Council, position carried out till April 2003. 
 
From 2003 to July 2006 he worked as the Hydrology Specialist for the Technical Assistance to 
the Integrated Project for Water Resources Development and Rural Water Supply in the Zambezi 
Valley (ZAMWAT) financed by the European Commission for the installation of ARA-Zambeze 
(Zambezi river water board in Mozambique). In September 2006, Mr Chembezee joined the 
World Bank Group in Mozambique’s Country Office as a Transport Specialist. 
 
 

Ms Eun-Jung So 
Assistant Director, International Air Transport Division 
Ministry of Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs 

Gwacheon-si, Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea 
 
Professional experience: 
 

 
 

Dec. 2009 ~ Present Assistant Director of International Affairs 
International Air Transport Division, MLTM 
 

Dec. 2008 ~ Dec. 2009 Assistant Director of International Affairs 
International Aviation Safety Cooperation Team, MLTM 
 

Dec. 2004 ~ Dec. 2008 Assistant Director of Airspace Management 
Airspace Division, MOCT 
 

Oct. 2000 ~ Dec. 2004 Air Traffic Controller  
Air Traffic Control Division, MOCT  
 

Oct. 2000 Joined the Ministry of Construction and Transportation (MOCT) 
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 * MLTM: Ministry of Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs 

* MOCT: Ministry of Construction and Transportation (now, 
MLTM) 
 

 

 
Education: 
 
Korea Aerospace University, Korea - Master of Air Transportation and Logistics, 2006  
 
Korea Aerospace University, Korea - Bachelor of Air Transportation, 2001 
 
Jam-shin High School, Seoul, Korea, 1997 
 
Award:  Earned the Ministerial Commendation, 2008 
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