
Bahrain Civil Aviation Affairs

Search & Rescue



Introduction

The Search and Rescue function is a State obligation in accordance with:

The International Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue (Hamburg, 27
April 1979),

The Convention on International Civil Aviation (Chicago, 7 December 1944)

 ICAO Annex 12 to the convention, and

The International Convention on Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) (London, 1
November 1974 as amended).



Introduction

The Search and Rescue Services (SAR) in BAHRAIN FIR are organized in
accordance with ICAO Annex 12 Standards/Recommended Practices and the
IAMSAR Manual.

Bahrain Air Traffic Services Centre is responsible for the notification,
coordination and assistance to SAR units providing the services in the Bahrain
Search and Rescue Region (SRR).

The Bahrain SRR is coincident with Bahrain FIR excluding State of Qatar
Territory (land area) and their respective territorial waters.



Bahrain SRR



SAR Organization

SAR Services 
(24/7)

Duty SAR Mission 
Coordinator 

(SMC)

All ATO Shift Heads 
are Trained to 
Perform SAR 
Coordination.

Head of SAR is 
responsible for the 
management of the 

ARCC, 

SAR Advisor 
Advisory support 

Bahrain
SAR Organization



Training

• SAR Mission Coordinator Training (SMC)
“based on International SARPs”.

• ARCC Training Manual and guidance
materials.

• Training Coverage: system/equipment-related
knowledge and skills leading to competence.

• SMC role/s, training progression is performed
through the completion of Initial Training,
Exercises and the series of actions described
as S/E rating training (additional
academy/manufacturer training/on-site
training/mentoring and consolidation of
experience).



SAR Tabletop Exercise

SAR Tabletop Exercise- Year 2021 



Bahrain ARCC

Bahrain Aeronautical Rescue Coordination Centre (ARCC)

Fully equipped with SAR
Coordination Facilities based
on IAMSAR Standards
(International Aeronautical
and Maritime search &
Rescue Manual) Vol.1 and
ICAO Annex 12.

Table 2-1 – Fully capable RCC



Bahrain ARCC Facilities

−Live traffic RADAR displays 
with recording and playback 

capabilities.

−Rapid and reliable Integrated 
Voice Communications System 

connected to direct speech 
circuits, Telephone Fixed lines 

and radio communication 
System.

−SAR-MASTER Incident 
Management System integrated 

with COSPAS-SARSAT 
(International Satellite System 

for Search and Rescue).

−Charts applicable to the SRR 
(Aeronautical, Nautical, 

Topographic and Hydrographic).

−Plotting Materials, Means and 
Aids

−Planning and Operational 
documentation, Operation 

Manual, Search Plan and other 
guidance materials.

−Wall chart depicting SRR, SRSs 
and neighboring SRRs, SAR 

resources.
−Computer systems and general 

office support systems.



Bahrain SAR Assets

Bahrain Coast Guard Search & Rescue Unit:

Craft Available Activation Time Availability
9 Rescue Boats (20 M) Immediate H 24

4 Open Boats (31 FT) Immediate H 24

4 Rubber Boats Immediate H 24

Bahrain Police Flying Wing:

Aircraft Available Activation Time Availability
8 SAR HEL 30 Min SR - SS



Bahrain SAR Assets

Crafts Available Activation Time Availability
(10) Helicopters for Search and Rescue (SAR) missions Immediate SR - SS

(3) Helicopters for Medical Evacuation (MEDVAC) missions with 

qualified medical crew

Immediate SR - SS

(64) Boats for Search and Rescue (SAR) missions Immediate SR - SS

(14) Ships for Surveillance and Reconnais- sance missions Immediate SR - SS

(535) Qualified and trained Rescue Divers / Medical crews Immediate SR - SS

(20)Jetski forSearchandRescue(SAR) missions (shallow water

purposes)

Immediate SR - SS

(10) Military Officers fbr Humanitarian sup- port missions Immediate SR - SS

Bahrain Defense Force Helicopter Wing / Mobile Command and Control 
Center - (Air and Maritime Surveillance): 



SAR Bilateral Agreements

Signed Bilateral of 
Agreements with 

neighboring States (KSA -
UAE - Kuwait - Iran)

Work arrangement between 
KSA MCC & Bahrain ARCC. 

USA Diplomatic Note for 
Search & Rescue. 

According to IAMSAR Vol.1 and ICAO Annex 12, Bahrain has the
following agreements in place with neighboring countries and agencies.



SAR Implementation Status



Conclusion

A track record in delivering uninterrupted SAR services in Bahrain SRR.

A fully manned and equipped RCC to deliver SAR services H24/7.

Qualified SAR personnel and extensive assets ready to provide a robust SAR services.

Bilateral agreements with neighboring States and friendly navel forces to provide 

prompt and rapid SAR services.

A well tested SAR plan through regular exercises and training.   
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Thank You
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