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The Radar Altimeter in Action – Low Vis ibility 
Ops  
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Examples  of altimete rs  be ing inte rfe red 

Source : ICAO FSMP/11 IP06 by ATR



Technical Impacts and Operational Implications
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Possible Operat ional Implicat ions

• Limitat ion/Suspension of  precision approach and landing capabilit ies – This  
limitation/s us pens ion will reduce  airline s  acce s s  to  airports  in low-vis ibility 
conditions .

• Limitat ion/Suspension of  night operat ions, particularly for airports  with 
challenging te rrain – The  radio altime te r is  c ritical for the  te rrain awarenes s  and 
warning s ys tem which is  mandatory for all air trans port airc raft. 

• Issue of  State regulat ions mandat ing retrof its and re-cert if icat ion of airc raft 
radio altime te rs  and othe r re lated func tions .
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Curre nt AMOC
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Curre nt AMOC Evaluation Me thod
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Re vie w Cycle
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• AMOC approved on the  bas is  of
• Proximity to  5G antenna to  US airports /RWYs
• Filte ring charac te ris tics  of e ach radio altime te rs
• Aircraft integration and ope rational cons ide rations

• Second round of AMOC evaluation is  comple ted.

• AMOC and NOTAM will be  updated mos t like ly monthly 
• New locations  for 5G antenna
• Enhancement of AMOC proces s /calculation.



Global Alte rnative  Me an Of Compliance  
(GAMOC)  & Ope rational Re s tric tions
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Long Te rm Solution  - ‘Future  Proof’



IATA Engagement
Focus  unde r four s trate gic  pillars  inc luding:

1. Safe  and uninte rrupte d airline  ope rations  - c ivil aviation 
s hould not be  ne gative ly impac te d by any s pe c trum de ployme nts .
2. Coope rative  coordination - gove rnme nt age nc ie s  s hould plan 
s pe c trum de ployme nts  collaborative ly toge the r with indus try 
s take holde rs .
3. Prote c tion of c ivil aviation s pe c trum re s ource s  and 
e s tablis hme nt of pre dic table  global s pe c trum e nvironme nt
4. Robus t airc raft and avionics  de s ign with c le ar and cos t-
e ffe c tive  migration path



Practical Measures
Me as ure s  that have  be e n codifie d in national te le communication re gulations  and 
s ucce s s fully de ploye d inc lude :
1. Ens ure  through te s ting s uffic ie nt s pe c trum s e paration be twe e n 5G C-band 
de ployme nts  and 4.2-4.4 GHz fre que ncy band us e d by e xis ting radio altime te rs
2. Cle arly codify and e nforce  the  maximum powe r limit for 5G C-band 
trans mis s ion and downward tilting (e le c tronically or me chanically) of 5G C-band 
ante nnae
3. Es tablis hme nt of s uffic ie nt 5G C-band prohibition and pre -cautionary zone s  
around airports

IATA has  de ve lope d a we bs ite  that inc lude s  the  Global 5G C-Band s tatus  
Das hboard and be  acce s s e d at:  

https://www.iata.org/en/programs/ops-infra/air-traffic-management/5g/

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iata.org%2Fen%2Fprograms%2Fops-infra%2Fair-traffic-management%2F5g%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cfaqirj%40iata.org%7Cd131ce15b64046b7d8d908da23989f54%7Cad22178472a84263ac860ccc6b152cd8%7C0%7C0%7C637861435663980123%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vY13REUXWTS3gPVxCAJ6t6Jf%2BE6aHfbS3bu9KP7PMW4%3D&reserved=0


IATA 5G Centralized Operat ional, Tact ical and Technical Support  –

Established to ensure operators, members and working groups, have a 
single point to address operational, tactical and technical support 
related to operating in 5G globally and in particular, ongoing 5G 
deployment in the USA,

The IATA Liaison desk at the FAA Command Center is where all 
questions should be forwarded to which will then be reviewed and 
answered by designated SMEs. 

Please use the following email address for this purpose iatafaa@iata.org

mailto:iatafaa@iata.org
mailto:iatafaa@iata.org


Regional Engagement /  Act ions

Regional SME (SFO) Focal Point  appointed: Jehad Faqir

County/Relat ionship Managers | Environment & Sustainability Team (MER):
•Awareness
•Attention  to discussions at GOVT/Ministerial level 
• Info Sharing to Regional Focal Point 
•Airlines to register to ITOP

• Corporate Communicat ions:
•Propose Regional Awareness Campaign

iata.org

mailto:iatafaa@iata.org


Thank You 
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