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Outline
 2017 passenger traffic volumes and 

growth rates

 Past and future contributions to 
growth in the MENA region.

 Medium and long-term forecasts

 Economic impact of the industry
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Burgeoning Pacific: 
Strong growth in 

international traffic

LCC Market 
continued rise;

Russian and 
Turkish recovery

Heterogeneous 
growth:

Northern recovery; 
Nigerian slowdown;
Ethiopia double digit 

growth
Heterogeneous growth:

Mexico red hot;
Colombia weak;
Brazil recovery;

Moderating growth:
Weakest growth in years; 
Qatar crisis; Travel bans 

Indian and Chinese 
market – fastest 

growing markets in the 
world and major 

contributors

Strong domestic 
demand

Source: ACI World, 2018
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MENA passenger traffic 2017: 464 M (+6.4%)

Middle East:
392 M, 5.8%

North Africa:
72 M, 9.2%

Rest of Africa:
123 M, 4.5%
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234 M

35.8%

24.3%
9.4% 7.6% 5.1% 5.0% 3.8% 3.2% 2.7% 2.2% 1.0%

464 M

2007 United
Arab

Emirates

Saudi
Arabia

Qatar Iran Oman Israel Morocco Kuwait Algeria Lebanon Rest of
MENA

2017

Contribution to MENA passenger traffic by major country share 
(2007-2017 compounded annual growth)

2007-2017 CAGR
World: 4.3%
MENA: 7.1%
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464 M
25.8%

21.5%
14.0%

9.4% 6.2% 5.4% 3.5% 3.4% 3.1% 1.8% 5.8%
851 M

2017 United
Arab

Emirates

Saudi
Arabia

Iran Qatar Egypt Israel Kuwait Oman Morocco Bahrain Rest of
MENA

2027

Forecasted contribution to MENA passenger traffic by major 
country share (2017-2027 compounded annual growth)

2017-2027 CAGR
World: 4.7%
MENA: 6.2%
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6.8%

3.8%

6.4%
5.7%

2017-2022 (medium term) 2017-2040 (long term)
NA ME

6.5%  MENA - CAGR
5.2% World - CAGR 

5.5%  MENA - CAGR
4.1% World - CAGR 

Medium-term and long-term forecasts
for North Africa (NA) and the Middle East (ME) 

passenger traffic (CAGRs)
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138 
351 

486 

1,288 

50 
111 

147 

291 

2006 2017 2022 2040
International (millions) Domestic (millions)

MENA: domestic to international pax ratio 

0.36

0.30

0.23

CAGR 2017‐2022 2017‐2040
International 6.7% 5.8%
Domestic 5.8% 4.3%

0.32

Domestic traffic 36% 
of international traffic
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Forecasted passenger traffic – MENA (2006-2040)
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Passenger traffic will 
double within 12 years

1.58 B
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Need for infrastructure investment

Airside projects:
 New runways or widening/lengthening existing 

ones
 Apron space to expand aircraft parking capacity

Landside Projects: 
 Expanding capacity of passenger terminals
 Improving access to terminals through parking 

facilities or rail stations

$5.03 $4.62

$0.00
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$3.00

$4.00
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$6.00

MENA World

Capital Expenditure per pax -
MENA versus World (2016)
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$18.90

$10.53

$1.57
$0.87

$31.87 USD - Revenues per pax

AERO

Ground handling 
revenue

$19.80

$6.39

$26.19 USD - Costs per pax

Revenues and cost per pax in MENA (2016)

NON-AERO CAPITAL 
COSTS

OPERATING 
COSTS

Non-operating 
revenue
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Economic contribution of the industry

• More than 400,000 jobs directly generated on airport sites in MENA
• The total GDP contribution of the industry reaches more than USD 23 Billion in the region

Source: ATAG, Aviation: Benefits Beyond Borders (2018)
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Investment and 
financial 

sustainability

Economic 
oversight 

and 
regulation

Economics 
of airports

Thank you


