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2. DISCUSSION  
 
2.1 The aim of a performance-based approach is to reduce risk and achieve continuous 
improvement in safety performance through the establishment and monitoring of specific performance 
criteria based on a data driven process. 
 
2.2 Referring to the Assembly Resolution A37-8, The Regional Safety Oversight 
Organizations (RSOO) can give access to the expertise required through the sharing and pooling of 
resources, in order to implement and consistently comply with the ICAO Standards and 
Recommended Practices for safety. These advantages are evident for smaller or developing States, but 
can equally apply to bigger and more developed States to harmonize safety regulations and 
requirements in any one region.  
 
2.3 The experience with Regional Safety Oversight Organizations is that they can 
definitely be an effective means of assisting States in discharging their safety oversight 
responsibilities, including the Continuous Monitoring Approach, while at the same time addressing 
their regional challenges and needs. All of this, in a cost-effective and harmonized manner. That is 
why the concept is flexible and can be adapted to the particular circumstances, stages of development 
and anticipated demands on their respective air transport systems. 
 
2.4 As it's known, the format of an RSOO may and does differ from one State or Region 
to another. Existing bodies may play the role of an RSOO or may be transformed to fit a particular 
context. In the end, they must all respond to the safety objectives of the States or Regions concerned.  
 
2.5 As critical, they must meet the fundamental criteria of an organizational body with a 
clear institutional structure, mandate, operating requirements and resources. RSOO implementation 
has attained such a degree of maturity as to provide a solid base of best practices and models for 
establishing new bodies or transforming existing ones.  
 
2.6 In this process, ICAO is committed to doing all it can to support the RSOO effort, to 
help develop and apply solutions to help eliminate all of the roadblocks that stand in the way of an 
efficient, well-organized and performance-based RSOO that delivers on safety. The guidance material 
we have in the new, second edition of the ICAO Manual on The Establishment and Management of a 
Regional Safety Oversight Organization. 
 
2.7 Current work within Arab countries involves, 
 

a) Arab Civil Aviation Commission (ACAC) is currently working closely 
with ICAO and conducting studies for the establishment of RSOO. 

b) The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Safety and Oversight Management 
is reviewing the possibilities of establishing a Sub-Regional Safety 
Oversight Organization (SRSOO). 

 
3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 

3.1 The meeting is invited to: 
 

a) urge State at MID Region to acknowledge the necessity of establishment and 
implementation of RSOO in this region; and 

b) support the work curried out by ACAC in this regards including the visibility 
studies and contribute to the coast of the study. 

 
 

-END- 


