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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
 
1.  INTRODUCTION 
 
 The ICAO Regional Seminar on Language Proficiency was conducted at ICAO Regional 
Office in Cairo from 03 to 05 September 2007.  16 Delegates from 8 States attended.  The Seminar was 
facilitated by Ms. Elizabeth Mathews and Mr. Philip Shawcross.  
 
 The Regional Director, Mr. M.R. Khonji opened and closed the seminar with an address. 
 
2. ATTENDANCE 
 
 Eight States (Bahrain, Egypt, Islamic Republic of Iran, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria 
and the United Arab Emirates) were represented (See Attachment A). 
  
3. AGENDA 
 
 The agenda was completed as planned and the following topics addressed: 
 

• ICAO Language Proficiency Requirements (LPR) 
• Recent developments and implementation 
• Testing issues 
• Training issues 
• Presentation of the States` implementation 
• Exploration of means of regional cooperation 

 
4. SUMMARY 
 

1. Extremely keen interest was shown by all the participants throughout the seminar;  
the level of interaction and the number of questions was very high.  It was possible 
to play speech samples from the ICAO speech sample training aid and conduct 
several brainstorming, workshop and discussion sessions. The delegates were 
unanimous in finding the seminar extremely useful and stimulating. 

 
2. Generally speaking, the degree of preparedness and implementation among the 

States present was high.  Especially in the Gulf Region, the number of Air Traffic 
Controllers requiring training to reach Level 4 appears to be even significantly less 
than, 20%.  Most States present estimated that they would be able to comply by 
March 2008.  

 
3. Several States have already modified their national legislation to be in compliance 

with ICAO requirements.  In nearly all cases agreements had been signed with 
recognized providers and testing was underway.  
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4. It should be noted that several States declared their intention to target ICAO Levels 5 
or 6 for all their controllers in the years to come. 

 
5. The quality and clarity of the States` presentations of the status of their 

implementation plans was excellent, and in one case outstanding. 
 
6. Areas of regional cooperation were discussed in the course of the last two days and 

the following potential fields identified: 
 

• Combining of resources and economies of scale by collective negotiating with a 
shared testing and training provider; 

• Use of methodology and resources of larger States by smaller ones; and 
• The creation of a bank of regional speech samples by Arabic and Persian 

speakers of English at levels 2 through 5 to provide the region’s teachers and 
training administrators with a relevant and reliable reference in the rating 
process. 

 
5.  CONCLUSIONS 
 
 The seminar was characterized by frank and friendly exchange. There was general 
agreement about its usefulness and conviviality, the relevance of the presentations and the convenience of 
the documents provided.  
 
 
 
 
Attachment: 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 
 

NAME TITLE & ADDRESS 

STATES  

BAHRAIN 
 
Mr. Mohamed Abdullah Zainal 

 
 
Head of Standards, Licensing and 
Developments 
Civil Aviation Affairs 
P.O.Box 586 
Manama BAHRAIN 
Fax:  (973) 19 321 992 
Tel:  (973) 19 321 028 
Mobile: (973) 396 76707 
Email:  mzainal@caa.gov.bh  

EGYPT 
 
Mrs. Lamia Sami Mohamed 

 
 
Researcher - International Affairs 
Department 
Ministry of Civil Aviation 
Cairo International Airport Road 
Cairo - EGYPT 
Fax:  (202) 22685420 
Tel:  (202) 24175389 
Mobile: (010) 1274169 
Email:  vanteel@hotmail.com  

 
Capt. Mohamed Reda El Dib 

 
Civil Aviation Inspector 
Ministry of Civil Aviation 
Cairo International Airport Road 
Cairo Airport Road 
Cairo - EGYPT 
Tel:  (202) 012 3190484 
Mobile: (012) 3190484  

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
 
Mr. Abdorrahim Khodaei 

 
 
ATC Expert 
Tehran Mehrabad International Airport 
Civil Aviation Organization 
P.O. Box 13445 – 1798 
Tehran - ISALAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
Fax:  (9821) 44544101 
Tel:  (9821) 44544113 
Email:  khodaei@iran-atca.ir  
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NAME TITLE & ADDRESS 

 
Mr. Ayoub Rezaee Samarin 

 
ATC Expert 
Tehran Mehrabad International Airport 
Iranian Airports Company - Area Control 
Center 
P.O. Box 13445 – 1798 
Tehran - ISALAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
Fax:  (9821) 44544101 
Tel:  (9821) 44544112 
Mobile: (989) 9124047384 
Email:  r.samarin@gmail.com  

 
Mr. Yadollah Abbasi 

 
Deputy of ATC Training Office 
Tehran Mehrabad International Airport 
Civil Aviation Organization 
P.O. Box 13445 – 1798 
Tehran - ISALAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
Fax:  (9821) 44544101 
Tel:  (9821) 44544112 
Mobile: (989) 9122486620 
Email:  mayyady@yahoo.com  

OMAN 
 
Mr. Abdullah Nasser Rashid Al-Harthy 

 
 
Senior Air Traffic Controller 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation & 
Meteorology 
P.O. Box 1 – Code 111 Seeb International 
Airport 
Muscat, SULTANATE OF OMAN 
Fax:  (968) 24510 122 
Tel:  (968) 24519 201 
Mobile: (968) 99476806 
Email:  abdullah_nasser@dgcam.gov.om  

QATAR 
 
Mr. Ahmed Mohamed Al Eshaq 

 
 
Director Air Navigation 
Civil Aviation Authority 
P.O.Box 3000 
Doha – QATAR 
Fax:  (974) 465 6554 
Tel:  (974) 462 2300 
Mobile: (974) 555 0440 
Email:  ahmed@caa.gov.qa  

 
Mr. Khalid Al Mutawa 

 
Head of Personnel Licensing Section 
Civil Aviation Authority 
P.O.Box 3000 
Doha – QATAR 
Fax:  (974) 465 4761 
Tel:  (974) 556 5224  
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NAME TITLE & ADDRESS 

 
Capt. Nasereddin A. Shaebelain 

 
Flight Operations Inspector 
Civil Aviation Authority 
P.O.Box 3000 
Doha – QATAR 
Fax:  (974) 465 4761 
Tel:  (974) 455 7275 
Mobile: (974) 585 9128 
Email:  nsr.shaebelain@caa.gov.qa 
   nsrshbln@gmail.com  

SAUDI ARABIA 
 
Mr. Abdullah A. Banabeelah 

 
 
ANS Training Manager 
General Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA) 
Ministry of Defense and Aviation 
P.O. Box 116824 
Jeddah 21391 - SAUDI ARABIA 
Fax:  (966-2) 671 7717 Ext 430 
Tel:  (966-2) 671 7717 Ext. 448 
Mobile: (966) 50 451 9915 
Email:  banabeelah@yahoo.com  

SYRIA 
 
Mr. Ayman Al Osh 

 
 
Chief of Training Department 
Syrian Civil Aviation Authority 
Al Najmeh Square 
P.O.Box 6257 
Damascus - SYRIA 
Fax:  (963-41) 5400312 
Tel:  (963-41) 5400312 
Mobile: (0933) 513371 
Email:  MAOSH@mail2world.com  

 
Mr. Firas Aldaire 

 
Deputy Training Manager 
Syrian Air 
P.O.Box 417 
Damascus - SYRIA 
Fax:  (00963) 11 5400627 
Tel:  (00963) 11 2386191 
Mobile: (00963) 9333 09435 
Email:  dam23rb@mail.sy 
  firasdaire@yahoo.com 

 
Mr. Hassan Hamoud 

 
Syrian Civil Aviation Authority 
1, Al Najmeh Square 
P.O.Box 6257 
Damascus - SYRIA 
Fax:  (00963) 11 3319005 
Tel:  (00963) 11 3319005 
Mobile: (00963) 988 235 106 
Email:  hamoud-hasan@yahoo.com  
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NAME TITLE & ADDRESS 

 
Mrs. Iman Chihadehe 

 
Habilitation and Training 
Damascus International Airport 
General Organization of Civil Aviation 
Al-Najma Square 
Damascus - SYRIA 
Fax:  (963-11) 223 2201 
Tel:  (963-11) 333 1360 
Mobile: (963) 09 380 8962 
Email:  dgca@syria.sy  

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
 
Mr. Walid Ghanim 

 
 
Chief of Licensing and Aeromedial 
General Civil Aviation Authority 
P.O.Box 6558 
Abu Dhabi - UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
Fax:  (971-2) 405 4405 
Tel:  (971-2) 444 7666 
Mobile: (971-50) 661 7117 
Email:  wghanim@gcaa.ae  

ICAO MID OFFICE 
 
Mr. Nicolas Antypas  
 

 
 
ICAO Middle East Regional Office 
Regional Officer FLS 
Ministry of Civil Aviation Complex 
P.O.Box 85 – Terminal One  
Cairo Airport - 11776 
Tel.: 2-02-267 4841/45/46 
Fax: 2-02-267 4843 
Email: nantypas@cairo.icao.int 

 
Mr. Mohamed Smaoui 
 

 
ICAO Middle East Regional Office 
Regional Officer AIS/MET 
Ministry of Civil Aviation Complex 
P.O.Box 85 – Terminal One  
Cairo Airport - 11776 
Tel.: 2-02-267 4841/45/46 
Fax: 2-02-267 4843 
Email: msmaoui@cairo.icao.int 

 
Mr. Seboseso M. Machobane 
 

 
ICAO Middle East Regional Office 
Regional Officer ATM 
Ministry of Civil Aviation Complex 
P.O.Box 85 – Terminal One  
Cairo Airport - 11776 
Tel.: 2-02-267 4841/45/46 
Fax: 2-02-267 4843 
Email: smachobane@cairo.icao.int 
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NAME TITLE & ADDRESS 

INSTRUCTORS  

 
Mr. Philip Shawcross 

 
Director of Training Curriculum 
Aviation English Services (AES) 
Links House 
Newmarket CB8 9JT 
United Kingdom 
Tel:  (0044) 163 866 4434 
Mobile: (0044) 782 332 4613 
Email:  pshawcross@aeservices.net  

 
Mrs. Elizabeth Mathews 

 
Linguistic Consultant 
Company Director 
Aviation English Services (AES) 
106 Hilldale Avenue 
Ormond Beach, FL32176 
U.S.A. 
Tel:  (001) 386 677 8159 
Email:  emathews@aeservices.net  
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