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Francis is an environmental expert and Principal Planning Officer at the 
Kenya Civil Aviation Authority (KCAA) with over 19 years of experience in 
aviation and environmental policy. Since 2015, he has served as Kenya’s 

focal point for aviation GHG emission reduction, climate change, and 
CORSIA initiatives. He has represented Kenya at UNFCCC COPs and ICAO 
forums and contributed to Kenya’s Aviation Action Plan on CO₂ reduction 
and Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) feasibility studies. Since November 

2023, he has served as Vice-Chair of ICAO’s Committee on Aviation 
Environmental Protection (CAEP).
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Boeing 

Boeing Regional Sustainability Lead 
(METACA)
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andrew.j.sweeney@boeing.com

Andrew is an aerospace engineer with a background in Defence, who now 
works within Boeing’s Global Engagement and Partnerships team. He 
leads all of Boeing’s sustainability relationships across the Middle East, 
Türkiye, African and Central Asia, where he collaborates with airlines, 
governments, energy companies and financiers, to advance activity that 
supports the sector’s sustainability goals.
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Freshfields LLP

Senior Associate
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Amanda.MAPANDA@freshfields.com

Amanda s a senior associate in Freshfields’ energy, transportation and 
infrastructure team and a member of the firm’s global transactions and 

Africa groups. Before joining Freshfields, she worked at a leading 
pan-African law firm in Johannesburg, advising on a wide range of finance 
matters. She has extensive experience advising lenders and sponsors on 

project and general financings, restructurings and M&A transactions, 
particularly in the energy and infrastructure sectors. Amanda has advised 

on several pioneering projects, including SAF transactions, and was 
nominated for the IFLR Africa Awards 2026 – Rising Star (International).



Roberto Gonzalez

European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development

Principal, Energy Transition Climate 
Strategy and Delivery
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GonzaleR@ebrd.com

Roberto Gonzalez is a leading expert in sustainable finance and energy 
transition, specializing in the bankability of Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) 
projects. As a chemical engineer with experience in oil refining, he brings 
strong industry insight to his role at the EBRD, supporting the bank’s goal 
of exceeding 50% green investments aligned with the Paris Agreement. 
Roberto works across Eastern Europe, Central Asia, and Northern Africa to 
make SAF projects financially viable, advising on feedstock supply, 
demand, and technology risks, and designing risk-mitigation tools such as 
guarantees, concessional debt, and technical assistance to mobilize 
private investment.
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