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Outcome of WRC-23
Studies Within ITU
(Presented by John Mettrop)

	SUMMARY

	This document brings the attention of the FSMP to a development at WRC-23 with respect to the need for studies between aeronautical systems to be carried out in the ITU. 


1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Within the ITU it has generally accepted that studies between different aeronautical services will be carried out within ICAO and that the results of those studies will be accepted within the ITU.
2. DISCUSSION

2.1 At WRC-23 in the discussions of agenda item 1.6 those who opposed action at the WRC that no studies had been done within the ITU between aeronautical systems proposed to be used on sub-orbital vehicles and the same system used on conventional aircraft. They made a call for those studies to be undertaken before any action was taken on what, when and where any radio systems can be used on sub-orbital vehicles. At the conference the compromise was to agree on no action and delete the Resolution calling for the action.
2.2 The calls for studies between aeronautical systems used by conventional aircraft and proposed to be used on sub-orbital vehicles may well have just been a tactic to block progress but it is the first time I have come across any administration, let alone a group of administrations calling for such studies in the ITU. From my perspective the ITU have every right and should, as they are the guardians of the Radio Regulations, at least see the studies undertaken with ICAO between aeronautical radio services however I recognise that if aviation can avoid this that is preferrable. Therefore, aviation needs to be careful that, for whatever reason such as credibility, the call for such studies do not gather pace.

3. CONCLUSION
3.1 Whilst the call for studies between aeronautical systems to be carried out in the ITU may well have been a tactic to block progress on WRC-23 agenda item 1.6 aviation needs to ensure that it does not give the ITU reasons that will strengthen any argument for studies between aeronautical systems to be carried out in the ITU rather than ICAO. Therefore, aviation needs to ensure that the information it provides to the ITU is credible and that the way we ask for studies carried out in the ITU are consistent with how do similar studies in ICAO etc. 
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