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Editorial: proposed for Chapter VII of the RR


30.1	§ 1	This Chapter contains the provisions for 
I. the operational use of the global maritime distress and safety system (GMDSS), whose functional requirements, system elements and equipment carriage requirements are set forth in the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended. 
II. This Chapter also contains provisions for initiating distress, urgency and safety communications by means of radiotelephony on the frequency 156.8 MHz (VHF channel 16).
III. the global aeronautical distress and safety system (GADSS), whose functional requirements, system elements and equipment carriage requirements are set forth in the Convention on International Civil Aviation, as amended. 
[Rationale:  Recognition of GADSS in a similar manner to GMDSS]

ARTICLE 34A
Global Aeronautical Distress and Safety System (GADSS)

34A.1	The GADSS determines the performance requirements for the radiocommunication systems utilised for conducting several functions, including the following:
· Aircraft Tracking; 
· Autonomous Distress Tracking; 
· Post Flight Localization and Recovery 

Reasons: to introduce the definition of the GADSS, clarify its main functions and explain that this is a performance based concept.

34A.2	The performance requirements, system elements and equipment carriage requirements of GADSS are set forth in ICAO Standards and Recommended Practices, Guidance Material and Manuals. 

Reasons: to underline the fact that the detailed information on GADSS is contained in the ICAO documents, rather than in the ITU RR.

`	34A.3	The radiocommunication systems meeting the GADSS performance requirements may operate in the radiocommunication services having an appropriate allocation in Article 5. The choice of type of a radiocommunication service to be used and its category of allocation depends on the requirements of the specific GADSS function.

Reasons: to clarify that system used under GADSS may operate in different radiocommunication services already having allocation in the RR, not necessarily aeronautical ones. This also indirectly indicates that currently GADSS does not need additional allocations. The specific service and type of spectrum (primary/secondary, aeronautical safety/usual) is selected based on the GADSS function.

	34A.4         The specific requirements for GADSS automated distress and positioning systems related to the authority of the person responsible for the station and the operator’s certificates are listed in the relevant provisions of Articles 36 and 37. 
	
	Reasons: To make a cross-reference with the two newly proposed provisions of Articles 36 and 37, which make exception from the general rules established in these Articles. 

34A.5 	       For the purposes of these Regulations the category of priority for the autonomous distress tracking function shall be of order 1 with respect to the list of priorities given in No. 44.1.
Reasons: To reflect the absolute importance of information transmitted by autonomous distress tracking systems.

[Further study is required on two topics:
1. Whether the provisions of Articles 36.1, 36.2, 37.1 and 37.2 would preclude GADDS including a provision that the aircraft autonomous distress tracking function could not be turned off.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Whether the provisions of Articles 18.4 and 36.3, taking into account the definition in Article 17, would require that aircraft tracking information be encrypted.
3. Whether Article 37.3 would preclude GADSS including, under some conditions, a provision for remote triggering of position reporting. ]
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