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UPDATE ON ICAO SPECTRUM HANDBOOK CORRESPONDENCE GROUP’S ACTIVITIES
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	SUMMARY

	Updates for the FSMP membership on the current activities of the correspondence group created to revise the ICAO Spectrum Handbook.



INTRODUCTION
At FSMP WG-6, a correspondence group was created to develop a new version of the existing 400-page ICAO Spectrum Handbook (ICAO Doc 9718) to prevent the subject dominating the FSMP meeting schedule for the next 3 years.  Spread out over several years, the work will involve a complete re-organization and re-write of the material to update the information and make it better suited to current and future international spectrum management activities.  This paper provides an overview of the activity outside the main FSMP, and separate papers will be submitted for each section from the relevant leads.
BACKGROUND
Since the last meeting, the correspondence has begun to work on the revised structure as agreed at the last FSMP:
Volume A – ICAO Spectrum Policy and Strategy.  Describes the high-level intent of ICAO’s policy and strategy on spectrum, and the regulatory environment that aviation spectrum operates within.
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Volume B – Spectrum Management for ICAO.  Explains the ICAO and ITU processes needed to conduct spectrum management both within, and external to, aviation.  This would also include the ICAO position for the ITU-R WRC.

Volume C – ICAO Band Positions and Aviation System Parameters.    ICAO position on each frequency band.  Would then be subdivided into repository of system functions, operational requirements, and RF performance.

Volume D – Frequency Management of ICAO Systems.  Planning criteria for the frequency management, band by frequency band. 

To ensure the final update was aligned with the ICAO positions for the WRC-23, the following timetable was agreed over three years starting Q1 2018 for Volumes A, B, & C.  Volume D was deemed a lesser priority given its content and the amount of work needed for the three other volumes, and will be worked on a secondary basis until suitable resources/interest are available:
FSMP WG/6 – Q1 2018
Targets for correspondence group
· Provide a map of the documents broad structure and intended usage 
FSMP meeting requirements
· Review and agree on current plan.
· Assign development leads for each volume.

FSMP WG/7 – Q3 2018
Targets for correspondence group
· Complete a document set with defined structure, initial suggestions of content from previous handbook, and initial new text that has been submitted.
FSMP meeting requirements
· Review material and provide comments

FSMP WG/8 – Q1 2019
Targets for correspondence group
· More complete draft that may still be missing certain sections, but all content imported from previous document is fully aligned with updated version.
FSMP meeting requirements
· Review material and provide comments.

FSMP WG/9 – Q3 2019
Targets for correspondence group
· Further drafting that populates almost all areas, and identify focus for outstanding work
FSMP meeting requirements
· Review material and provide comments.

FSMP WG/10 – Q1 2020
Targets for correspondence group
· Complete first draft of documents (notes or action may still be included).
FSMP meeting requirements
· Full review of material and provide detailed comments to enable completion.

FSMP WG/11 – Q3 2020
Targets for correspondence group:
· Complete final draft ready for incorporation of ICAO position (all actions need to be completed)
FSMP meeting requirements
· Final review of material ready for incorporation of ICAO WRC-23 position.

FSMP WG/12 – Q1 2021
Targets for correspondence group:
· Editorial and reference check.
FSMP meeting requirements
· Incorporation of ICAO WRC-23 position and agreement to send to ANC for ratification.

[bookmark: _Hlk523675665]It should be noted that the Q3 2020 is the key deadline for the work, with the correspondence group needed to complete a final draft, and the FSMP fully review the whole document for provisional approval.  Special provisions will need to be made to ensure adequate time and preparation for the meeting.
CURRENT WORK
During its meetings, the correspondence group nominated three focal points to coordinate the work on Volumes A, B, & C respectively.  This would create sub groups for each volume with a nominated lead, while preventing version control issues of multiple authors in different locations.  These leads will also submit updates from the correspondence group directly to the FSMP meetings for their relevant areas.  The nominated focal points are:
Volume A – ICAO Spectrum Policy and Strategy.  Raffi Khatcherian – EuroControl 
Volume B – Spectrum Management for ICAO.  John Mettrop – UK CAA
Volume C – ICAO Band Positions and Aviation System Parameters.    Andrew Roy – ASRI
Volume D – Frequency Management of ICAO Systems.  Requesting volunteers.

Web meetings are held approx. every month between the main FSMP meetings for relevant updates.  To support the work, a shared area has been created in the ICAO portal to upload relevant documents and updates.


SUMMARY
The re-write of the ICAO spectrum handbook is a significant task that will require the support and time of the relevant experts in the FSMP.   All FSMP members are welcome to join the correspondence group, or directly support the focal points by submitting ideas directly to the focal points above.  Given the significant amount of work, the correspondence group would appreciate any input to be raised early in the process to ensure suitable consideration time.  In applying this knowledge to update the handbook, it will ensure all aviation spectrum is protected and accounted for.  
ACTION BY THE MEETING
The meeting is invited to:
note and review the contents of this working paper;
endorse the proposed line of actions in section 3
— END —
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