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	SUMMARY

	This Information Paper contains an update on the process to develop the Minimum Aviation System Performance Standard (MASPS) for Wireless Avionics Intra-Communications (WAIC). The RTCA Special Committee 236 and EUROCAE Working Group 96 are near to finalizing the text of this MASPS. This MASPS is expected to be referenced by the ICAO SARPs for WAIC, which is also under development. The current draft of the MASPS is presented to FSMP/WG for comment to assure consistency of both standardization efforts.



INTRODUCTION
The World Radiocommunication Conference 2015 (WRC-15) established a new allocation for the aeronautical mobile (route) service in the frequency band 4 200 – 4 400 MHz and reserved this allocation for Wireless Avionics Intra-Communications (WAIC) systems operating in accordance with recognized international aeronautical standards. Pursuant to Resolution 424 (WRC-15), the ICAO Air Navigation Commission (ANC) approved Job Card FSMP.007.01 in November 2016 to develop Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) for WAIC. The Job Card calls for future SARPs to refer to RTCA and EUROCAE standards for technical details, to assure consistency between international aeronautical standards for WAIC.
The RTCA Special Committee 236 (SC-236) and EUROCAE Working Group 96 (WG-96) are working jointly to develop minimum performance standards for WAIC. The joint committee’s charter calls for development of a Minimum Aviation System Performance Standard (MASPS) for WAIC, followed by a Minimum Operational Performance Standard (MOPS) for WAIC. The MASPS document will address coexistence performance of WAIC on the aircraft system level, to assure no harmful interference between WAIC on board one aircraft and radio altimeters and WAIC on board other aircraft. The MOPS document will address equipment level performance specification and will allow development of a Technical Standard Order (TSO) for a WAIC radio component. It is the intention of the RTCA and EUROCAE joint committee to include in the MASPS the technical details necessary for development of the SARPs for WAIC, and to include in the MOPS the equipment level specifications that are not needed for the SARPS. Consequently, the committee’s first priority is to develop the MASPS quickly, to enable the FSMP to progress with the SARPs without any unnecessary delay. The MOPS will be continued and finalized around 2020.
DISCUSSION
The Sixth Joint Plenary of SC-236/WG-96, held 21-24 August 2018, has developed the draft of the MASPS for WAIC that is provided to the members of the FSMP Working Group separately as an RTCA/EUROCAE document for the purpose of discussion at this meeting. This draft is presented to FSMP/WG for review and comments to assure that the technical details included address the questions posed in Job Card FSMP.007.01. The Seventh Joint Plenary of SC-236/WG-96, to be held 9-12 October 2018, plans to incorporate comments and suggestions from FSMP/WG and release a draft of the MASPS for the public Final Review And Comment (FRAC) process. The Eighth Joint Plenary of SC-236/WG-96, to be held 15-18 January 2019, will resolve public comments from FRAC, and approve the final draft of the MASPS for approval by the RTCA Program Management Committee (PMC) and the EUROCAE Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). The timing of the process is such as to enable the upcoming FSMP meeting in January 2019 to approve the final draft of the SARPs with reference to the final draft of the MASPS.
The formal approval of the MASPS by the PMC and TAC and the publication in the form of DO-xxx/ED-xxx documents will not happen until later in 2019. However, the technical content of the MASPS will be fixed after completion of the FRAC process, thus allowing the FSMP to use the text in finalization of the SARPs for WAIC. To support the above timeline, the joint SC-236/WG-96 committee invites for feedback and comments from the members of this working group on the current draft of the MASPS. This will allow timely completion of the SARPs for WAIC so that WAIC systems can be used according to the provisions of Resoluton 424 (WRC-15).
ACTION BY THE MEETING
The meeting is invited to review the draft MASPS text provided as a separate document from RTCA / EUROCAE to this meeting and to provide feedback and guidance to SC-236/WG-96 prior to their 9-12 October Plenary.
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