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General competition law provisions applicable to aviation. 
http://www.australiancompetitionlaw.org/overview.html 
Competition and Consumer Act 2010 - C2013C00004
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/C2013C00004 
· Anti-competitive behavior
Section 45 of the Competition and Consumer Act prohibits contracts, arrangements or understandings that are likely to substantially lessen competition in a market, even if that conduct does not meet the stricter definitions of other anti-competitive conduct such as cartels. 
· Anti-competitive agreements 
· Cartels
Businesses that make agreements with their competitors to fix prices, rig bids, share markets or restrict outputs are breaking laws and stealing from consumers and businesses by inflating prices, reducing choices and damaging the economy.
· Collective bargaining & boycotts
· Exclusive dealing
· Imposing minimum resale prices

· Misuse of market power
http://www.australiancompetitionlaw.org/law/mmp.html

· Predatory pricing
·  Price signalling
·  Refusal to supply products or services
· Unconscionable conduct


· Mergers
Section 50 of the Competition and Consumer Act
Mergers and acquisitions are important for the efficient functioning of the economy. They allow firms to achieve efficiencies and diversify risk across a range of activities. However, the Competition and Consumer Act prohibits mergers that would have the effect, or be likely to have the effect, of substantially lessening competition in a market. The public merger registers are currently located on our transition site.

· Authorisations
The ACCC can ‘authorise’ businesses to engage in anti-competitive arrangements or conduct when it is satisfied that the public benefit from the arrangements or conduct outweighs any public detriment. Authorisation provides protection from legal action under the Competition and Consumer Act.
What can the ACCC authorise?
 
The ACCC may, if the relevant public benefit test is met, authorise conduct that might constitute:
· a cartel provision
· an exclusionary provision (primary boycott)
· an anti-competitive agreement
· a secondary boycott
· exclusive dealing
· resale price maintenance
· anti-competitive disclosures of pricing and other information
· an acquisition that occurs outside of Australia
· dual listed company arrangements that affect competition.
 
Applications for merger authorisations are made to the Australian Competition Tribunal.
 Steps in the authorisation process
 1.The authorisation process begins once a valid application is received, which includes receipt of the appropriate forms and lodgement fee.
 2.The ACCC will generally conduct a public consultation process inviting submissions on the application from interested parties.
 3.Before issuing its final decision the ACCC must issue a draft determination stating whether it proposes to grant or deny authorisation, whether any conditions are proposed and setting out the reasons for its proposed decision.
 4.The applicant for authorisation and interested parties are invited to respond to the draft determination, either by providing written submissions or by calling a pre-decision conference. A pre-decision conference gives the applicant or interested parties an opportunity to discuss the draft decision and to put their views directly to an ACCC commissioner.
 5.The ACCC then makes a final determination, which may grant authorisation, grant authorisation subject to conditions or deny authorisation.

New Zealand 
New Zealand's competition laws
The Commerce Act 1986 contains New Zealand's competition laws, which are enforced by the Commerce Commission.
The Commerce Act promotes competition by prohibiting 'anti-competitive' conduct, including:
 •contracts, arrangements or understandings ('agreements') that have the purpose, effect or likely effect of 'substantially lessening competition' in a New Zealand market
 •price fixing agreements - these are agreements between competitors that interfere with the competitive determination of price, discounts, credit etc of goods and services they supply in a New Zealand market
 •resale price maintenance - this occurs where a supplier encourages (whether by threats or incentives) a reseller to sell goods at or above a certain price
 •prohibiting a person with 'substantial market power' from taking advantage of that substantial market power for an anti-competitive purpose.
 If your business engages in any of these practices, it runs the risk of being prosecuted by the Commerce Commission. This conduct may also be prohibited by overseas competition laws. 
 When does the Commerce Act apply to my conduct?
 The Commerce Act applies to all practices that affect the buying and selling of products in a market in New Zealand.
 A good rule of thumb is that the Commerce Act will apply to you if:
 •you supply product and title passes in New Zealand. This is true regardless of whether the end user of is based in New Zealand or overseas. For example, if you sell goods to a distributor in New Zealand and that distributor then sells the goods in the US, a sale has been made in New Zealand. 
 
The Commerce Act will not apply to you when:
 •a practice or agreement does not affect in any way the supply of product in New Zealand 
 •an agreement relates exclusively to the export of goods provided you give the Commission full details within 15 working days of the agreement being reached.

Air service agreement Australia – New Zeland
Art 14 Competition
1. The competition laws of each Party, as amended from time to time, shall apply to the operation of the airlines of both Parties. Where permitted under those laws, a Party or its competition authority may, however, unilaterally exempt commercial agreements between airlines (including block-space, code-share and other joint service agreements) the application of its domestic competition law. This does not obligate a Party or its competition authority to provide a reciprocal exemption.
2. Without limiting the application of competition and consumer law by either Party, if the aeronautical authorities of either Party consider that the airlines of either Party are being subjected to discrimination or unfair practices in the territory of either Party, they may give notice to this effect to the aeronautical authorities of the other Party. Consultations between the aeronautical authorities shall be entered into as soon as possible after notice is given unless the first Party is satisfied that the matter has been resolved in the meantime.
3.  In undertaking the consultations outlined in this Article the Parties shall:
(a) coordinate their actions with the relevant authorities;
(b) consider alternative means which might also achieve the objectives of action consistent with general competition and consumer law; and 
(c) take into account the views of the other Party and the other Party's obligations under other international agreements.

4. Notwithstanding anything in paragraphs 1 to 3 above this Article does not include unilateral action by the airlines or the competition authorities of either Party.

Air Services Agreement between the Government of Australia and the Government of the Czech Republic (New York, 24 September 2010)
 6.30
Article 17 confirms that each Party’s competition laws apply to the operation of airlines within their respective jurisdictions and that the aeronautical authorities of either Party may request consultations with the other Party if the Party considers that its airlines are being subjected to discrimination or unfair competitive practices.
