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SUMMARY 

 

This working paper presents information on the qualification and training of 

meteorological personnel providing service for international air navigation. 
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1. Introduction 

 

1.1 In accordance with the general provisions of Annex 3 (Chapter 2), the objective of 

meteorological services for international air navigation shall be to contribute towards the safety, regularity 

and efficiency of international air navigation by supplying operators, flight crew members, air traffic 

services units, search and rescue services units, airport managements and others concerned with the 

conduct or development of international air navigation, with the meteorological information necessary for 

the performance of their respective functions. 

 

1.2 As per Annex 3, 2.1.5, each Contracting State shall ensure that the designated 

meteorological authority complies with the requirements of the World Meteorological Organization 

(WMO) in respect of qualifications and training of meteorological personnel providing service for 

international air navigation, which are presented in WMO Publication No. 49, Technical Regulations, 
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Volume I — General Meteorological Standards and Recommended Practices, Chapter B.4 — Education 

and Training. 

 

2. Discussion  

 

2.1 The Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress (May 2011) approved the inclusion, in the 

WMO Technical Regulations (WMO Publication No. 49), Volume I, of Standards regarding competency 

for aeronautical meteorological personnel and learning foreseen in the meteorologists basic instruction 

package (meteorology) (BIP-M), and in the basic instruction package for meteorology technicians (BIP-

TM), which were prepared and subsequently supported by the WMO Commission for Aeronautical 

Meteorology (CAeM), in response to the requirement established in Annex 3, 2.1.5 of the ICAO 

Convention on International Civil Aviation. 

 

2.2 In this regard, MET service providers providing service to international air navigation 

must demonstrate that: 

 

a) by 1 December 2013, their aeronautical meteorological personnel comply with the 

competency standards prescribed in WMO No. 49; and 

 

b) by 1 December 2016, their aeronautical meteorological forecasters satisfy 

qualifications requirements of the BIP-M. 

 

2.3 The Appendix to this working paper presents the WMO Aeronautical Meteorological 

Personnel Competency Standards (Annex I), the Implementation Guidance of Aeronautical 

Meteorological Forecaster Competency Standards (Annex II), and the Implementation Guidance of 

Aeronautical Meteorological Observer Standards (Annex III), as well as a list of frequently asked 

questions on the application of aeronautical meteorological personnel competency standards (Annex IV) 

prepared by the WMO. 

 

2.4 In addition, the WMO CAeM has prepared guidance on the best practices to assist MET 

service providers in the assessment of aeronautical meteorology personnel competency.  This material, 

among many other resources, can be found at the CAeM’s professional education and training website:  

http://www.caem.wmo.int/moodle within the ―Regulatory and Reference Material‖ section.  To access 

this material, users should login as a guest using the following password: (―Login as a guest‖) 

 

2.5 Adherence to the competency requirements prescribed by WMO is an integral part of a 

quality management system and, consequently, should be duly documented and registered.  As the 

AERMETSG will appreciate, quality management of meteorological information supplied to aeronautical 

users becomes an ICAO Standard under Annex 3 provisions as of 15 November 2012. 

 

2.6 The WMO Secretariat, with the assistance of its Members Countries, has conducted a 

series of short courses on the application of best practices for the assessment of competency in several 

ICAO Regions, and is available to answer questions on this important issue. 

 

2.7 In view of the foregoing, and an identified urgency for States to ensure compliance with 

the WMO qualification and training requirements, the Meeting is invited to formulate the following draft 

conclusion: 

 

 

http://www.caem.wmo.int/moodle
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DRAFT 

CONCLUSION 11/XX QUALIFICATION AND TRAINING REQUIREMENTS OF 

METEOROLOGICAL PERSONNEL PROVIDING SERVICE TO 

INTERNATIONAL AIR NAVIGATION  

  

That, States in the CAR/SAM Region be urged, as a matter of urgency, to ensure that the 

designated meteorological authority complies, if not already done so, with the requirements of the 

World Meteorological Organization (WMO) in respect of qualification and training of 

meteorological personnel providing service for international air navigation. 

 

Note 1.― The requirements concerning qualification and training of meteorological personnel in 

aeronautical meteorology are given in WMO Publication No. 49, Technical Regulations, Volume 

I — General Meteorological Standards and Recommended Practices, Chapter B.4 — Education 

and Training. 

 

Note 2.― Enhanced WMO qualification and training requirements (including competency 

standards) become applicable in WMO Publication No. 49 as of 1 December 2013 and 1 

December 2016. 

 

 

3. Action by the Meeting 
 

3.1 The Meeting is invited to: 

 

a) take note of the information presented in this working paper and its Appendix; 

 

b) consider the approval of the draft conclusion of paragraph 2.7; and 

 

c) consider other actions as required. 

 

 

 

 
 

- - - - - - 
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