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Summary 
 
This paper presents an overview of the United State’s preparation to 
implement the 30 hour TAF. 
 

 
 
 
 
1.  Introduction 
 
1.1 With the addition of amendment 74 to Annex 3, the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) made provisions for a 30 hour TAF. This was in response to requirements by long 
haul operations to provide better service. The United States is providing a website to allow all users to 
become familiar with the new TAF code format. This paper provides information on accessing the web 
page, and giving vendors and users an opportunity to test their systems appropriately.  
 
2. Discussion 
 
2.1 At the fourth meeting of World Area Forecast System Operations Group (WAFSOPSG) 
the United States and several other attending States agreed to populate a website with training material 
and sample 30 hour TAFs. The goal is to provide users an opportunity to begin testing TAFs from as 
many countries as possible, as early as possible.  
 
2.2 In addition it was noted at the WAFSOPSG, that States are encouraged to begin early 
coordination on matters that relate to changes in the Annex for the provision of services. The earlier the 
coordination is put into place then there is higher likely of a successful transition to new capabilities. 
 
2.3 In the spirit of that discussion, the United States is providing sample 30 hour TAFs, and 
basic training at the following link…http://www.weather.gov/os/aviation/taf_testbed.shtml. 
 
2.4 This website is updated with ideas and suggestion from contributing States. Members of 
this meeting are invited to forward sample 30 hour TAFs from their State for inclusion to this site. In 
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addition to your 30 hour TAF, please forward any ideas for training and/or improvement to this website. 
The contact person is Michael Graf (National Weather Service). Email michael.graf@noaa.gov 
 
2.5 The National Weather Service (NWS) operates the Washington OPMET data bank, 
which contains aviation METAR, TAF, and SIGMET data. In support of the 30 hour TAF, the 
Washington OPMET databank plans on sending sample 30 hour TAFs at 1400 GMT, during the last 
Wednesday of each month through October.  The WMO header will be under FTXX90 KWBC. (Subject 
to change). 
 
3.   Recommendation 
 
3.1  In view of the fact that a new TAF format will be introduced effective 5 November 2008, 
States are encouraged to review existing procedures on the provision and processing of the new TAF.  In 
that light, the NWS welcomes States to provide examples and use the test bed site as referenced above.  
Therefore, the following draft decision is proposed: 
 
DRAFT  
DECISION 9/XX   TRANSITION TO NEW TAF FORMAT 
 

That States in the CAR/SAM Region are welcomed to visit the NWS web site to learn 
more about the format changes for the TAF and test their processors with the examples 
provided.   
 
 

4.  Action proposed  
 
4.1  The subgroup is invited to note the information contained in this paper and to endorse the 
draft decision. 
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