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Civil Aviation Authority will determine voluntary / 
mandatory reporting system 
Development / maintain strike database, analyze 

and summarize data   
Reporting options – electronic / paper 
Identification assistance – museum, university,   

wildlife / environmental agency  
Determine gaps & target gaps – locally and 

nationally  

 National Wildlife Strike Databases 
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ICAO Annex 14 — Aerodromes 
9.4    Wildlife strike hazard reduction 

9.4.1    The wildlife strike hazard on, or  in the 
vicinity of, an aerodrome shall be assessed 
through: 

a) the establishment of a national 
procedure for recording and 
reporting wildlife strikes to aircraft; 
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National Wildlife Strike Database 
Management 
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FAA contracts USDA 
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 Strike remains / feather identification 
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FAA contracts Smithsonian Institution 
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Strike Reporting – Voluntary vs Mandatory 
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 You want Quality and Quantity 
  You need enough data to… 
           - track national trends 
           - determine hazard level of species struck 
           - provide scientific foundation for                        
             regulatory guidance concerning mitigation    
             of risks from wildlife strikes  
 You will need to systematically evaluate      
     usefulness of data collection 
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STRIKES SHOULD BE DOCUMENTED IF: 

•   Strike is observed  

•   Strike evidence is discovered on aircraft 

•   Animal remains found within 250 feet of the     
runway centerline or within 1,000 feet of a 
runway end (unless another reason for the 
animals death is suspected) 
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Source of Information for Reported 
Strikes   1990 - 2012 
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Wildlife Strike Reporting to the FAA 

Paper or 
Electronic 

Report Forms 

http://wildlife.faa.gov 
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QR Code 

Electronic 
Reporting 
Options 
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Who Reports Strikes? 
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National          
Wildlife Strike 

Database Report 
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0-3,500 ft AGL = 92% of strikes 

0-500 ft AGL = 72% of strikes 

0 ft AGL = 41% of strikes 

Wildlife / Aircraft Strikes 
- from the ground up - 
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Strikes Reported to  
Civil Aircraft, USA:  

1990 - 2012 

Damaging Strikes to 
Civil Aircraft, USA: 

1990 - 2012 
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Time of occurrence of wildlife strikes to civil 
aircraft, USA: 1990 - 2012 
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Majority of wildlife strikes occur                      
in airport environment 
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Don’t Wait for Reality to Smack 
You in the Face 
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 Systematically evaluate strike 
data every few years 
Determine data gaps 
Target data gaps – locally and 

nationally through outreach 
or regulatory guidance  
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 Outreach 
 

Strike Posters 
2011 & 2012  

12,000 posters each year 

 Airports  
Flight Schools 
Airlines 
Pilots Association  
Engine Manufacturers 
Aviation Industry 
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 Questions? 
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