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Background
• The issue of "meteorological authority" addressed by WS-03 over the past few years
• WG-MCRGG/7 (2021) progress report >> Action 7/1 and Decision 7/1
• Proposed amendment to ICAO Annex 3 plus consequential amendments to other 

Annexes and PANS
– Redefining "Meteorological Authority"
– New definition of "meteorological service provider"

• METP/5 approved the proposals to be included as part of Amendment 81 to Annex 3 
(see Recommendation 8/1 of METP/5)

– Implementation planned for November 2023 >> Postponed by the ANC until 
November 2024

• WG-MCRGG/7 requested the identification of guidance material that would be 
affected by the amendment to ICAO provisions (see Action 7/1).



Latest Developments
• Composition of the ad hoc group WS-03: 

– Greg Brock (lead), Mike Berechree, Claudia Ribero and Rodrigo Fajardo
• Work supported by the Secretariat and ICAO consultant as needed

– Jun Ryuzaki and Olli Turpeinen

• August to December 2021 Literature review of ICAO guidance material (not 
regulations), especially manuals, of full or partial relevance to aeronautical 
meteorology.

– the extent to which they explicitly or implicitly refer to "meteorological authority", 
"meteorological service providers" and/or derivatives thereof (e.g. "between the 
authorities concerned" or "between the service providers concerned"); and 

– the extent to which wording needs to be added, deleted, or revised to 
accommodate new and updated definitions



Findings of the literature review

• 27 ICAO publications reviewed by the WS-03 Ad hoc Group

– One-third require revision (to a greater or lesser extent)
– Two-thirds do not require revision



ICAO Doc Large number of 
revisions and 

medium 
complexity.

Small number of 
revisions and low 

complexity.

No revision 
required

Meteorology-
specific 
publications

8896*
9377

9691  9766  9817  
9837  10003 

9328  10100

Other publications  9161  9426 9082  9137  9184  
9365  9562  9640  
9735  9760  9855  
9859  9931  9965  
9971  9993  9974  
10070

* Include guidance regarding the meteorological authority's aeronautical meteorology competency.



Conclusion
• Revision (small/large number of changes, low/medium complexity) of 9 of 

the 29 revised ICAO publications is required 
• No review required for 18 of the 27 revised ICAO publications

• Subject to the outcome of WG-MCRGG/9, it is necessary for the WS-03 AHG 
to undertake the development of new and updated guidance material for 
the nine ICAO publications in question, for submission:

– Either to the WG-MCRGG meeting in 2023 
– Or direct to the ICAO Secretariat in 2023



Action project
Action MCRGG9/x – Revision of ICAO guidance 
material associated with the definitions of 
"meteorological authority" and "meteorological 
service provider"”

That the ad hoc group WG-MCRGG WS-03, with 
the assistance of the ICAO Secretariat, undertake 
the drafting of revisions to the ICAO guidance 
material associated with the redefinition of 
"meteorological authority" and the new definition of 
"meteorological service provider" (link to ICAO 
Annex 3 Amendment 81) in time for consideration at 
a meeting of the WG-MCRGG in 2023. 
 
Note. — The ICAO guidance material to be 
reviewed includes Docs 8896, 9161, 9377, 9426, 
9691, 9766, 9817, 9837 and 10003 based on a 
2021 literature review by the ad hoc group WG-
MCRGG WS-03.

Action MCRGG9/x – Revision of ICAO guidance 
material associated with the definitions of 
"meteorological authority" and "meteorological 
service provider"”

That the ad hoc group WG-MCRGG WS-03, with the 
assistance of the ICAO Secretariat, undertake the 
drafting of revisions to the ICAO guidance material 
associated with the redefinition of "meteorological 
authority" and the new definition of "meteorological 
service provider" (linked to Amendment 81 of ICAO 
Annex 3) for submission in 2023 directly to the ICAO 
Secretariat for processing and publication (i.e.,  no 
interim review by the WG-MCRGG) is necessary). 

Note. — The ICAO guidance material to be 
reviewed includes Docs 8896, 9161, 9377, 9426, 
9691, 9766, 9817, 9837 and 10003 based on a 
2021 literature review by the ad hoc group WG-
MCRGG WS-03..

Or

The differences between the two options are highlighted only for an effect
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