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IWXXM
• Amendment 79 to Annex 3 (effective Nov. 2020):

– Meteorological products in IWXXM form
• Aerodrome routine and special reports (METAR and SPECI)
• Aerodrome forecast (TAF)
• In flight warnings (SIGMET and AIRMET)
• Volcanic Ash Advisory (VAA)
• Tropical Cyclone Advisory (TCA)
• Space Weather Advisory (SWXA)
• World Area Forecast System (WAFS) Significant Weather (SIGWX) 

forecasts
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Example of a SIGMET 
in IWXXM form 
Meteorological products in 
IWXXM form are not 
intended to be read by 
humans, rather they are 
intended to be read by 
machines.



IWXXM
• More information on IWXXM can be obtained 

from the Manual on the ICAO Meteorological 
Information Exchange Model (IWXXM) (Doc 
10008)
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IWXXM
• The global implementation of IWXXM

– Different implementation paces across different 
regions

– Many States using bi-lateral agreements for 
translation services (e.g., translating METAR from 
WMO code form to IWXXM form)

– Full availability of global IWXXM is crucial for 
retirement of legacy Traditional Alphanumeric Text 
(TAC) (e.g., WMO code and abbreviated text) 
language 
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Questions
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