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ANAC is the Brazilian civil aviation authority

Responsible for the regulation and inspection of civil 
aerodromes in Brazil

With a large territorial extension, Brazil has a large 
number of aerodromes

Human and financial resources are scarces

Airspace regulation is the responsibility of the 
aeronautics

Offshore helipads (helidecks) are regulated by the navy

Overview
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São Paulo, Brazil
Downtown area



ICAO
Annex 14, Vol. II - Heliports

ANAC
RBAC nº 155 – Helipontos

Published: may 25th, 2018
Effectiveness: november, 21st 2018

Regulation background

Portaria nº 18/GM5, from 1974

Instructions for helicopter operation and heliport 
construction



Applicability

In Brazil, only helipads
located near the

country’s boarder would
have international 

operations

High concentration of 
elevated helipads with 

very near FATOs

Risk assessment: 
prioritize operations 

in urban centers
(higher risk)

Over 1.000 
helipads and
nearly 500 of

them are 
elevated

Possibility of 
effective 

monitoring



Applicability to reflect Brazil’s reality

 Mandatory for public use heliports

 Mandatory for public aerodrome components destinated exclusively for the operation of 
helicopters (FATO, parking positions, TWY) 

 Mandatory for elevated helipads

 Recommended for helipads on ground level 

ANAC to evaluate 
regulatory impact 

within 3 years



Transitional and final provisions
RBAC 155

“Facilities registered or in the process of being registered
before 11/21/2018 must comply with the provisions of
RBAC 155 when they are replaced or improved after this

date to accommodate more demanding operations.”

“In order to comply with subparts D and E of this
regulation, helipad operators must comply with the rules
on prior authorization for the construction of aerodromes
and their registration with ANAC.”

“ANAC may establish specific requirements for any
aerodrome, as long as it is previously justified and
depending on the complexity of the operation, the
movement of aircraft or the risk to operational safety.”

Operation of an aircraft that requires an increase in 
FATO dimensions; or

The use of procedures for approach or take-off that 
demand more demanding requirements.

Physical characteristics, and
Visual aids



Operator

ANAC

Aeronautics

Request ANAC 
authorization for 

construction

Issue 
authorization

Request ANAC 
registration

Build heliport / 
helipad

Register heliport / 
helipad (opens to 

air traffic)

Request 
Aeronautics to 

update 
publications

Update 
publications

Heliport: on site inspection

Elevated helipad: remote inspection

On ground helipad: basic evaluation

The registration process



On site inspection
Heliport Farol de São Tomé, RJ (SBFS)



Remote inspection
(elevated helipads)

Requirements
Form of proof of 

compliance



Basic evaluation
(on ground helipads)

Dimensions:

FATO >= 1,5D

TLOF >= 0,83D 

Minimum lights for night operations: 

L30 (FATO lights) 

L26 (illuminated windsock) 
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