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SUMMARY 
 
The purpose of this Information Paper is to summarize of the 
implementation of the concept of Direct Routes (Strategic Direct 
Routing) in the Brazilian airspace, the status of this process and the next 
steps foreseen.  

Reference: 
 SAM/IG meetings 

 
 
1. Background 
 
1.1 In March 2020, with the declaration of the pandemic by the World Health Organization 
(WHO), a drastic reduction in air movements was observed in all countries, especially in regular passenger 
air transport, affecting domestic flights and mainly international.  In Brazil, one of the initiatives taken by 
the Air Space Control Department (DECEA) under the coordination of the Centro de Gerenciamento da 
Navegação Aérea (CGNA), to help mitigate the effects of the pandemic on national air traffic demand and 
to promote the recovery of the industry, was the implementation of the concept of Direct Routes (DCT 
Routes). 
 
1.2 Direct Routes are established to provide airspace users with greater flexibility in relation 
to the fixed route network. In addition, the concept allows users to optimize the planning of their flights, 
aiming at efficiency and managing to reduce fuel consumption and, consequently, the emission of 
pollutants. 
 
2 Analysis 
 
2.1 The establishment of the concept of Direct Routes is one of the elements listed in the ICAO 
Global Air Navigation Plan (GANP-Doc 9750), inserted in Block 0 of ASBU implementations, receiving 
the identifier FRTO-0/1 in the GANP. 
 
2.2 Therefore, after the declaration of the COVID-19 pandemic in March 2020, Brazil worked 
in collaboration with representatives of airlines and national ATC bodies on initiatives aimed at minimizing 
the impact of the drastic reduction in demand for airlines. In this sense, the collaborative decisions taken 
from the first analyzes were crucial, considering the needs of the users and the experience of the CGNA 
Control Center Controllers and Air Traffic Flow Managers. 



SAM/IG/26-IP/2.4 — 2 — 

2.3 Figure 1 shows the impact of the pandemic in air traffic demand in Brazil, with a strong 
reduction in the last weeks of March 2020, and the resuming of operations every week (52) of the year.   

 
 

 
 

Figure 1 – Weekly variation of demand in 2020 
 
2.4 After several virtual meetings, in which analyzes of risks were carried out for operational 
safety, technical feasibility and issues related to the workload of air traffic controllers, DECEA approved, 
on April 16, 2020, with temporary nature and through NOTAM, the airspace of Routes DCT in the FIR 
SBRE and SBAZ, in all its upper airspace (above FL250) and H24. 
 
2.5 In the following months, work was carried out in order to make permanent what was 
approved on a temporary basis.  New analyzes, considering the resumption of demand that grew every 
month, were carried out at the end of 2020, which made the implementation of DCT routes in Brazilian 
airspace a definite achievement. While the entire upper airspace of FIR SBAZ maintained the application 
of DCT H24 routes, part of the FIR SBRE stopped using the H24 concept due to increased air traffic 
demand. 

 
2.6 The detail of these parts of the Brazilian airspace in which the concept of Direct Routes is 
applied, as well as the description of the requirements to carry out the operation outside the airways, has 
been published in AIP BRAZIL since the modification of March 25, 2021, in ENR 1.9-4. Figure 2 shows 
the section of the FIR SBRE where DCT routes are authorized between 23:00 and 12:30 UTC. Outside of 
this period, flight planning is maintained using the ATS route network. 
 

 
Figura 2 – Implementación de DCT en FIR SBAZ y SBRE. 
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2.7 At present, the Working Group coordinated by CGNA has been conducting studies related to the 
application of this concept in FIR SBBS and FIR SBCW, with the desired implementation until March 2022. 
Afterwards, the working programme plans to initiate discussions to verify the viability of the next step, the 
implementation of the Free Air Space Route (FRA), in accordance with FRTO-B1 / 1 of GANP. 
 
2.8 Data from the representatives of the main Brazilian airlines, in a study coordinated by the 
International Air Transport Association (IATA), confirm the success of the implementation, as well as the other efforts 
of DECEA to reduce the distances flown during the pandemic, with significant results in terms of fuel economy. In 
the period between April 2020 and July 2021, IATA estimated savings of more than 20 tons of aviation fuel, with the 
equivalent of a reduction of 66 tons in the emission of polluting gases into the atmosphere. 
 
3. Suggested actions 
 
3.1 The Meeting is invited to: 
 

a) Take note on the progress made by Brazil in the implementation of Direct Routes; and 
 

b) consider the results obtained, in order to develop and guide the implementation of direct routes 
in States of the SAM Region. 
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INTRODUCCIÓN

 EDE

• PANDEMIA COVID-19 – La demanda en el espacio aéreo brasileño alcanza el -
81% en la tercera semana de abril de 2020, en comparación con el período
prepandémico.

• PLAN DE OPERACIONES – RECUPERACIÓN COVID-19

• RUTAS DCT – Aprobación temporal por NOTAM

• OTRAS ACCIONES



INTRODUCCIÓN

 EDE: Durante el 2020, se trabajó para hacer permanente lo que había sido

aprobado de manera temporal. Se llevaron a cabo nuevos análisis,
considerando la reanudación de la demanda que crecía cada mes, convirtiendo
así la implementación del EDE en el espacio aéreo brasileño en un logro
definitivo.



INTRODUCCIÓN

 FRTO – EDE Y FRA

i. Paso 1 (2020): FIR SBRE y FIR SBAZ – terminado (FRTO B0/1);

ii. Paso 2 (2021): FIR SBBS y FIR SBCW – en proceso (FRTO B0/1);

iii. Paso 3 (2022+): Free Route Airspace (FRA) – no empezado (FRTO B1/1).
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ANÁLISIS

 EDE: SBRE y SBAZ.



ANÁLISIS

 FRTO – ROTAS DCT E FRA: AIP BR – enmienda de 25 MAR 2021.



ANÁLISIS

 EDE: SBBS e SBCW – En proceso.

 Analisis preliminar SBBS:

 Area verde H24.



ANÁLISIS

 EDE: SBBS e SBCW – En proceso.

 Analisis preliminar SBCW:

 Area verde H24.
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ACCIONES SUGERIDAS

 La reunión está invitada a:

a) conocer el trabajo realizado por Brasil para la implementación de
Rutas Directas; y

b) considerar los resultados obtenidos, a efectos de desarrollar y
orientar la implantación de rutas directas en Estados de la Región
SAM.
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