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Agenda Item 2: Optimisation of the ATS route structure 
 

RNAV ROUTE GUAYAQUIL-MADRID 
 
 

(Presented by IATA - LAN Airlines) 
 

Summary 
 

This working paper presents the follow up to the actions carried out at the 
SAM/IG meetings in relation to the route Guayaquil-Madrid that was requested by 
IATA at the SAM/IG/1 meeting. 

References: 
 SAM ATS route network optimisation programme 
 SAMIG meeting reports 
 ATSRO meeting reports 
ICAO strategic objectives: 
 

A. Safety  
C. Environmental protection and 
sustainable development of air 
transport 

 
 
1. Background 
 
1.1 AT the SAMIG/1 meeting held in Lima in April 2008, IATA requested in WP/24 to 
consider the implementation of a series of direct RNAV airways between city pairs, including the route 
Guayaquil-Madrid. This gave rise to coordination activities that were reflected in the final reports of 
subsequent meetings and that are described below. 
 
2. Analysis 
 
2.1 Following SAMIG/1, coordination activities started between the States concerned, IATA 
and the Lima ICAO Office regarding the initial request.  
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2.2 The final report of the SAMIG/2 meeting, held in November 2008, reflects a change in 
the route to facilitate its implementation, as follows:  
 
 “Route Guayaquil–Madrid:  Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela, Trinidad and Tobago 
agreed on 18 December 2008 to implement this route, effective 12 February 2009. The agreed path is as 
follows:” 

 

 
 
 

2.3 The final report of the SAM/IG/3 meeting, held in April 2009, states the following: 
 
 “UM 662 Guayaquil–Madrid:  Within the framework of civil/military coordination, 
Venezuela continues to negotiate with the Venezuelan Air Forces a path through Venezuelan airspace.  
Once the path is obtained, the ICAO SAM Regional Office will be advised accordingly for the 
corresponding follow up.” 
 
2.4 The final report of the SAM/IG/4 meeting, held in October 2008, specifies the following: 
 
  “UM 662 Guayaquil–Madrid: Within the framework of civil/military coordination, 
Venezuela continues to negotiate with the Venezuelan Air Forces a path through Venezuelan airspace.  
The resulting path will be reported to the ICAO SAM Regional Office during the first quarter of 2010.” 
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2.5 The final report of the First Workshop on SAM Route Network Optimisation (SAM 
ATSRO/1), held in March 2010, states the following with respect to the routes to be implemented in 
Version 1 of the Route Network: “The routes that should be implemented in Version 1 are listed in 
Appendix B to this part of the report.” 
 

 
 
2.6 The final report of the SAM/IG/5 meeting, held in May 2010, states the following: 
 
   “2.8 The meeting agreed to the early implementation of the following routes, since they 
have been under coordination for several years.  In this regard, it agreed to the following: 
 
• UM661: Brazil to circulate the publication on 03/06/10 and implement on 29/07/10. 
• UM532 Brasilia/Cuara segment: Brazil to circulate the publication on 26/08/10 and 

implement on 21/10/10. 
• UM403: Brazil/Paraguay to circulate the publication on 26/08/10 and implement on 

23/09/10. 
• Lima/Miami: That it be published on 23/09/10 and implemented on 18/11/10. 
• UM 662 Guayaquil/Madrid: that it be published on 21/10/10 and implemented on 

18/11/10. 
• Cordoba VOR/Bitak/ 
Aldeia VOR (UM400): 

That it be published on 23/09/10 and implemented on 18/11/10.” 
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2.7 The final report of the Second Workshop on the Optimisation of the SAM Route Network 
(SAM ATSRO/2), held in August 2010, addresses issues related to Version 1 of the Route Network, but 
does not include the route Guayaquil-Madrid, since it had an early implementation date already assigned. 
 
2.8 Appendix A to the final report of the SAM/IG/6 meeting, held in October 2010, specifies 
the “Status of implementation of the conclusions and/or tasks generated by SAM/IG meetings”:  
 

  
 The status of implementation column indicates: “See Agenda Item 2 of the SAM/IG/5 
meeting”, which is reflected in item 2.6 of this paper. 
 
3. Suggested action 

 
The States involved in the aforementioned request are invited to make a pronouncement 

in this regard, since, although it has been under consultations for more than three years, IATA considers 
that it is still pending implementation and lacks a final answer. 

 
 
 
 

***** 
 


