
Federal Aviation
Administration

Ai t WildlifAirport Wildlife 
Hazard 

Management 
The Basics-The Basics-

Presented at: CAR/SAM Regional 
Bird/Wildlife Hazard Prevention 
Workshop

By: Amy Andersony y

Date: 7 September 2011



Why is this important???
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Wildlife Management: Passive

 Passive Management
• Grass/Turf Management

• DrainageDrainage

• Trees and Brush

• Facilities and Structures• Facilities and Structures

• Airport Landscaping

• Waste Management

• Wildlife Hazard Working Group
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Wildlife Management: Passive

 Grass/Turf Managementg
• FAA Guidelines: 6-12 inches

• Perhaps the single MOST 
EFFECTIVE deterrent!!!

• Grass is INDIGESTIBLE to majority 
of wildlife… they are eating seeds,of wildlife… they are eating seeds, 
weeds, insects, & mammals… NOT 
GRASS!

 #1 MOST IMPORTANT thi #1 MOST IMPORTANT thing you 
can do!!
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Wildlife Management: Passive
 Benefits of intermediate grass height:

1 Di t i l i t fl k i ti1. Disrupts visual inter-flock communication

2. Obscures insect food sources

3 Limits predator detection3. Limits predator detection

4. Impedes ease of movement

5. Out-competes weedy vegetation (edible)5. Out competes weedy vegetation (edible)

6. Taller grass has slower growth rate

7. Less frequent mowing (saves $$$)

 Often ignored for aesthetics
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Wildlife Management: Passive
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Wildlife Management: Passive
 Bare Areas

• Erosion• Erosion

• Poor soils

• Old operating surfacesOld operating surfaces

• Access routes

• Mower ruts

 Highly attractive:
• Great visibility (gulls)• Great visibility (gulls)

• Provides nesting habitat (killdeer)

• Food: weeds & grit (pigeons)
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Wildlife Management: Passive

 Drainage
Ditches/Ponds

• Must maintain flow

• Clear vegetation

• Concrete linings whenConcrete linings when 
possible

• Maintain culvertsMaintain culverts

• Steep side slopes
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Wildlife Management: Passive
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Wildlife Management: PassiveWildlife Management: Passive
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Wildlife Management: PassiveWildlife Management: Passive

 Trees & Brush
• Eliminate on AOA

• Perch sitesPerch sites

• Shelter for large mammals

• Add buffer zone around• Add buffer zone around 
fences

• Eliminate brush underEliminate brush under 
trees
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Wildlife Management: PassiveWildlife Management: Passive
Facilities & Structures

• Airport buildings & hangars• Airport buildings & hangars

• Signage & Lights

• Good places to use exclusion 
techniques

N tti• Netting

• Closing doors

• Anti-perching devices

• Tubular beams
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Wildlife Management: PassiveWildlife Management: Passive
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Wildlife Management: PassiveWildlife Management: Passive

Airport Landscapingp p g
• Ornamental trees

• Eliminate food sources• Eliminate food sources

• Eliminate roost sites

• Eliminate nesting sites

• Water features

Federal Aviation
Administration

14



Wildlife Management: PassiveWildlife Management: Passive

 Waste Management
•Close dumpsters/containers

•Public awareness•Public awareness

•Talk to your neighbors
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Wildlife Management: PassiveWildlife Management: Passive

 Wildlife Hazards 
W ki GWorking Groups
•For many airports, the 

t bli h t f Wildlifestablishment of a Wildlife 
Hazards Working Group 
(WHWG) will greatly ( ) g y
facilitate necessary 
communication, cooperation, 
and coordinationand coordination
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Wildlife Management: ActiveWildlife Management: Active

Dispersing/repelling wildlifeDispersing/repelling wildlife

Trap & translocation of wildlifep

Lethal control
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Wildlife Management: ActiveWildlife Management: Active

Dispersing/repelling wildlife
•Chemical repellents
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Wildlife Management: ActiveWildlife Management: Active

Auditory Repellentsy p
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Wildlife Management: ActiveWildlife Management: Active

 Visual Repellents
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Wildlife Management: ActiveWildlife Management: Active

 Problem?!? HABITUATION!!
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Wildlife Management: ActiveWildlife Management: Active

 Trap & Translocation of Wildlife
•Live trapping benefits:

•Gives the public “warm fuzzies”•Gives the public warm fuzzies

•Sometimes it’s the law (Gopher Tortoises)
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Wildlife Management: ActiveWildlife Management: Active

Lethal Control
•Shooting

•TrappingTrapping

•Poisoning

BE PREPARED 

FOR BADFOR BAD 

PRESS!
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Wildlife Management: ActiveWildlife Management: Active

 Shooting
•Trained personnel

•Appropriate gun & ammo•Appropriate gun & ammo

•Have necessary permits

•Notify local law 
enforcement when 
necessary
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Wildlife Management: ActiveWildlife Management: Active

 Trapping

Federal Aviation
Administration

25



Wildlife Management: ActiveWildlife Management: Active

Poisoning
•Very limited use at airports

•Toxicants registered for birdsToxicants registered for birds 
(starlings, blackbirds, pigeons, & gulls)

•DRC 1339/Starlicide Only oral•DRC-1339/Starlicide – Only oral 
toxicant for birds registered by EPA

B t t t l i / t li•Best to control pigeons/starlings 
around airport buildings

Federal Aviation
Administration

26



Wildlife Management: ActiveWildlife Management: Active

Poisoningg
•Acute toxicant for rodents (die immediately)

•Zinc phosphide

•Expensive!

•Anticoagulant (chronic poison) bait stations

•Asphyxiation in burrow (CO cartridge)•Asphyxiation in burrow (CO cartridge)
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Wildlife Management: ActiveWildlife Management: Active

Destroying Nest & 
Eggs
•Eggs can be oiled orEggs can be oiled or 
pricked and left in nest

•Eggs can be removed•Eggs can be removed

•Nests can be removed 
(b f l id i(before eggs are laid is 
best!)
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Wildlife ManagementWildlife Management

Successful airport wildlife management 
must integrate management techniques:
•Habitat modification/exclusion

•Repelling and harassment

•Wildlife removal

•Trap & translocation

•Lethal control
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Wildlife ManagementWildlife Management

The importance of accurate monitoring and 
record keeping cannot be overemphasized!!!
•Key to program evaluationKey to program evaluation

•Allows for assessment of effectiveness

•Provides justification for management actions e.g. 
lethal removal of wildlife

•Used in litigation if necessary
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Wildlife ManagementWildlife Management
 Landfills

 Golf courses Golf courses

 Industrial parks

 Residential areas

 Nature preserves/parks

 Cemeteries

Wetlands/retention pondsWetlands/retention ponds

 Agriculture/livestock
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QUESTIONS?
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