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European ATM System TodayEuropean ATM System Today

Source: Eurocontrol

European ATM is a ‘Classic’ systemEuropean ATM is a ‘Classic’ system
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Before After

Consolidation by Airservices AustraliaConsolidation by Airservices Australia



Future ATM = Global SystemFuture ATM = Global System

• Navigation based on Satellite Systems

• Harmonisation of Ground Systems

• Standardisation of Aircraft Systems

• ATM design for efficient use of airspace

• National borders are disappearing

• Navigation based on Satellite Systems

• Harmonisation of Ground Systems

• Standardisation of Aircraft Systems

• ATM design for efficient use of airspace

• National borders are disappearing



European ATM System TodayEuropean ATM System Today

Source: Eurocontrol



European ATM System TodayEuropean ATM System Today

• 44 European States

• 57 ANSP’s = 31 Civil, 21 Military, 5 Integrated 

• 71 ACC’s

• ± 42.000 staff

• ± 18.000 ATCO’s

• 44 European States

• 57 ANSP’s = 31 Civil, 21 Military, 5 Integrated 

• 71 ACC’s

• ± 42.000 staff

• ± 18.000 ATCO’s



European ATM ComparedEuropean ATM Compared

Europe* N. America# Australia
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ACC’s: 71 29 2

Staff: 42’000 35’450 2’861

Airports (+ 1mill) : 114 104 9

Movements (mill.) 17.2 22.5 1.5
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ANSP’s: 57 2 1

ACC’s: 71 29 2

Staff: 42’000 35’450 2’861

Airports (+ 1mill) : 114 104 9

Movements (mill.) 17.2 22.5 1.5

* From Iceland to Turkey
# USA & Canada



ATM Institutional StructureATM Institutional Structure

ANSP ANSP ANSP

Safety Regulator Economic Regulator

Min. of Transport

EUROCONTROL

European Commission

Min. of Transport Min. of Transport

ECAC



Possible SES Regulation StructurePossible SES Regulation Structure

ANSP ANSP ANSP

Econ. Regulator Tech. Regulator

European Transport Ministers & EU Commission

Safety EASA Airspace design



European Commission recognisesEuropean Commission recognises

• Flight delays due to capacity constraints

• High cost of operating European ATM system

• Political desire to create ‘Single European Sky’

• Need to change European ‘Consensus’ model 

• Create incentives & competition in the system

• Flight delays due to capacity constraints

• High cost of operating European ATM system

• Political desire to create ‘Single European Sky’

• Need to change European ‘Consensus’ model 

• Create incentives & competition in the system



European achievementsEuropean achievements

• EU deleted economic boundaries

• EU deleted financial boundaries

• EU harmonised political boundaries

• 1961 European vision of Single European Sky

• 2002 …………… Europe is still talking !

• EU deleted economic boundaries

• EU deleted financial boundaries

• EU harmonised political boundaries

• 1961 European vision of Single European Sky

• 2002 …………… Europe is still talking !



European ATM Needs ReviewEuropean ATM Needs Review

• Role of national boundaries

• Role of national ANS provision

• Role of separate Civil & Military ANS

• Seek efficiencies & simplifications

• Eurocontrol: Separate Regulation & Provision

• Role of national boundaries

• Role of national ANS provision

• Role of separate Civil & Military ANS

• Seek efficiencies & simplifications

• Eurocontrol: Separate Regulation & Provision



Single European Sky decided where ?Single European Sky decided where ?

European Political level

Corporate and Institutional level

Operational & Technical level 

National Political level

Vision for the Future must come from Top
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Single European SkySingle European Sky

• 15 EU Member States

• Airspace without frontiers

• Upper Airspace initially

• Common design & mgt.
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One EUIR in
upper airspace

• Harmonise Rules & Regul.

• Consolidation & Efficiency

• Interoperability

• Civil-Military cooperation
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ConclusionsConclusions

• ATM Industry is changing
• New ATM frameworks
• Single Sky to simplify current patchwork of systems
• Goal to increase Safety, Capacity & Lower Costs
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