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Introduction

• Passport design can be considered as a 

project by itself !

• What are the outcomes you want to 

achieve ? 

• Who are the stakeholders ?

• What is the time frame ?

• Budget ?

• Any other elements ?
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Introduction (continued)

• Passport design starts at the latest when

you prepare the call for tender;

• Design «core team» should be involved

in the specifications writing process;

• Leave enough space for creativity, be

precise on your requirements.
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Specifications

• Specify cover : raw surface, embossing, uv-

printing, destructive splitting;

• Specify paper: watermark, fibers, security

thread.
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Specifications (continued)

• Specify inks: behaviour outside visual band, 

optical variable ink, …

• Specify the security printing: rainbow 

printing,  combination of printing techniques, 

all pages unique, microprinting.
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Specifications (continued)

• Specify datapage;

• Specify integration of the datapage;

• Specify numbering and personalization.
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Design process

• Design process: 

• art workshop > conceptual design > functional 

design > origination
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Design process

• This process can be very lengthy, i.e. costly

• The design evolves during the whole

process

• Integration of the security elements must be

done carefully.

• This process is critical, it will decide if the 

final product was worth the money invested

• Don’t rely only on design simulations, ask

for «real» prototypes
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Summary

• The design is a project by itself

• Look at your existing document, what do 

you want to keep, what needs to change

• When you require something, know why you 

do so

• Never forget the inspector, don’t forget the 

specimens
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