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Agenda Item 8: Regional Implementation of World Area Forecast System (WAFS) 
 

1) implementation issues associated with cessation of ISCS-G2 
 
 

WAFS INTERNET FILE SERVER (WIFS) – UPDATE  
 

(Presented by the United States of America) 
  
  

SUMMARY
The WAFC Washington Provider State implemented the World Area Forecast 
System (WAFS) Internet File Server (WIFS) in March 2010.  It is the 
replacement for the ISCS satellite broadcast, which will be terminated 30 June 
2012.  ISCS user States must switch to WIFS to have access to OPMET and 
WAFS products after June 30, 2012.   
 
This paper relates to: 
 
Strategic Objectives: 
A. Safety – Enhance global civil aviation safety 
D. Efficiency – Enhance the efficiency of aviation operations 
 
Global Plan Initiatives: 
GPI-18 Aeronautical information 
GPI-19 Meteorological Systems 
 

 
 

1. Introduction 
 
1.1 The Sub Group will recall that the WAFS Internet File Server (WIFS) was first 
introduced to the CNS/MET SG at Meeting 13 in Working Paper 29.  From that paper the following 
draft conclusion was adopted:     

 
Draft Conclusion 13/31 –  Extension of the ISCS-G2 and the implementation of 
         the WAFS Internet file server (WIFS) 
 
That, WAFC Washington Provider State advise the ISCS user States about its 
intentions to: 
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a) continue to work on extending the current ISCS-G2 service through 30 June 2012 
to allow users sufficient time for transition to replacement services; and 
 
b) provide an operational WAFS Internet File Server (WIFS) by March 2010. 

 
1.2 By State Letter dated 10 May 2010 the ICAO Bangkok Office brought to the attention 
of the States the need to begin their process to transition to WIFS.  The purpose of this paper is to 
review some of the actions and the status of this transition and to remind States of their 
responsibilities to ensure that there is no lapse in the ability to access WAFS products after the ISCS 
is terminated.  
    
2. Discussions 
 
2.1 The United States, as a WAFS Provider State for OPMET information and WAFS 
forecasts, is pleased to report that WIFS became operational in May 2010.  Several States and vendor 
have begun using and testing WIFS.   The United States is encouraging States in the ASIA/PAC 
Region under the ISCS footprint to begin the process of transition to the WIFS. States should plan to 
test their connectivity to the WIFS before the ISCS is terminated to ensure continued receipt of 
OPMET and WAFS forecasts.     
 
2.2 The existing International Satellite Communication Service (ISCS) second generation 
(G2) service will terminate 30 June 2012.   ISCS user States must make plans and provisions to 
switch from ISCS G-2 to WIFS as soon as possible, in order to receive OPMET information and 
WAFS forecasts.   

 
2.3 SADIS user States who have access to ISCS will be allowed to access WIFS but as a 
means for backup. More information will be provided on how that process will be implemented 
before ISCS is terminated.  

 
2.4 The United States has a list of point of contacts from the States and will assist these 
representatives as needed to ensure there is appropriate oversight and management of the WAFS 
workstations to successfully transition to WIFS.   Appendix A provides the list of POC information 
that the FAA has on file, and the FAA requests members at this meeting to once again reaffirm that 
this information is still correct. 
 
2.5 Information on WIFS can be obtained by referring to the WIFS User Guide, which is 
available on the WIFS web site,  http://aviationweather.gov/wifs.   The WIFS web site contains user 
documentation, instructions for reporting problems, contact information, important advisory postings, 
and more. 

 
2.6 Users will need an identification and password to access WIFS.  Requests for access 
should be directly sent to associated email specified account on the form, or directly to Mr. Steven 
Albersheim, Steven.Albersheim@faa.gov .  Requests should follow the format and information 
contained in the WIFS User Guide, or it that can be found on the above WIFS web-site, and an 
example of this authorization form can be found in Appendix B. 
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3. Action required by the meeting 
 
3.1 The group is invited to consider the following draft conclusion: 
 
 Draft Conclusion 14/xx – Transition to WAFS Internet File Server (WIFS) from 

ISCS-G2 
 
 That, WAFC Washington Provider State: 
 

a)   work with ISCS user States, in cooperation with the Secretariat and APAC Office, 
to ensure ISCS user States transition to WIFS from ISCS 
 
b)  States to review Points of Contact and complete WIFS authorization form and 
send the completed form to the associated email account; and 
 
c) report back on transition status to CNS/MET SG/15. 
 

 
4. Action required by the meeting 
 
4.1 The Meeting is invited to: 
 

a) Note the information in this paper; and 
 

b) Decide on a draft conclusion for the meeting report. 
 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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APPENDIX A 
ISCS OPERATIONAL FOCAL POINTS 

 
Note. – This list is kept up-to-date by the ICAO Secretariat based on the input from States 

 
Update: November 2009 

 
STATE NAME & TITLE TEL/FAX/E-MAIL 

   
AUSTRALIA Ian Senior  

(Technical issues) 
Supervisor Communications Software 
(SRCS) 
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 
Melbourne, VIC 3001 

Tel: +61 (3) 9669 4293 
E-mail: srcs@bom.gov.au 
 

   
 Sue O' Rourke  

(Policy issues) 
National Manager Aviation Weather 
 Service (SRAV) 
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 
Melbourne, VIC 3001 

Tel: +61 (3) 9669 4586 
Fax: +61 (3) 9669 4695 
E-mail: srav@bom.gov.au 

   
BRUNEI 
DARUSSALAM 

Muhammad Husaini Aji 
Chief Meteorological Officer 
Department of Civil Aviation 
Brunei International Airport  
BB 2513 

Tel: +673 238 1342 
Fax: +673 234 3134 
E-mail: cmo@brunet.bn 

   
 Yunus Tahir 

Meteorological Officer 
Department of Civil Aviation 
Brunei International Airport  
BB 2513 

Tel: +673 238 1346 
Fax: +673 234 3134 
E-mail: ymt@brunet.bn 

   
CHINA Lin Runsheng 

National Meteorological Information 
 Center  
No. 46 Zhongguancun South Street  
Beijing  

Tel: + 86 (10) 6840 7234  
Fax:                 - 
E-mail: LinRs@cma.gov.cn 

   
 Juan Zou 

MET Division 
Air Traffic Management Bureau 
CAAC 
No. 12, East San-huan Road Middle 
Chaoyang District,  
Beijing 100022 

Tel: +86 (10) 8778 6828 
Fax: +86 (10) 8778 6820 
E-mail: zoujuan@atmb.net.cn 
 juan_zou@yahoo.com  
 

   



- 5 -    CNS/MET SG/14-WP/36 
Agenda Item 8 (1) 

19/07/10 
 

STATE NAME & TITLE TEL/FAX/E-MAIL 
   
HONG KONG, 
CHINA 

Pak-wai Chan 
Hong Kong Observatory 
134A Nathan Road, Kowloon  
(Address of ISCS VSAT:  
Air Traffic Control Complex  
Hong Kong International Airport Lantau 
 

Tel: +852 2926 8435 
Fax: +852 2375 2645 
E-mail: pwchan@hko.gov.hk 

  
FIJI ISLANDS  

Mr. Leonard Bale 
Fiji Meteorological Service 
Regional Specialized Meteorological 
 Center 
 

 
Tel:  +679 672 4888 
HP:  +679 990 5377 
E-mail: Leonard.Bale@met.gov.fj  

 Mr. Makereta Cinavilakeba 
Fiji Meteorological Service 
Regional Specialized Meteorological 
 Center 
 

Tel: +679 6724 888 
HP:  +679 990 5377 
E-mail: 
Makereta.Cinavilakeba@met.gov.fj  
 

   
FRANCE   

French 
Polynesia 

Charles-Gilles Testa 
Deputy Director for the Operations 
METEO France 
Aeroport de Tahiti FAA’A 
BP 6005, Faa’a Tahiti 

Tel:  +689 803303 
Fax:  +689 803309 
E-mail: pf_ad@pfmail.dirpf.meteo.fr 
 

   
 New Caledonia Michel Argent 

Deputy Director for Operation 
METEO France 
5 rue Vincent 
BP 151, 98846 Noumea 

Tel: +687 279 302 
Fax:  +687 279 327 
E-mail:  contact-iscs-nc@meteo.fr 

   

 Dominique Bielli 
Chief of the Communication Division 
5 rue Vincent 
BP 151, 98846 Noumea 

Tel:  +687 279 320 
Fax:  +687 279 327   
E-mail:  contact-iscs-nc@meteo.fr 

   
 Wallis Islands Michel Argent 

Deputy Director for Operation 
METEO France 
5 rue Vincent 
BP 151, 98846 Noumea 

Tel: +687 279 302 
Fax:  +687 279 327 
E-mail:  contact-iscs-nc@meteo.fr 

   
 Dominique Bielli 

Chief of the Communication Division 
5 rue Vincent 
BP 151, 98846 Noumea 

Tel:  +687 279 320 
Fax:  +687 279 327   
E-mail:  contact-iscs-nc@meteo.fr 
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STATE NAME & TITLE TEL/FAX/E-MAIL 
   
INDONESIA Ary Mustafa 

Jl. Barong No. 9 
North Jakarta 

Tel: +62 (21) 550 6116 
 +66 (21) 550 6118 
Fax: +62 (21) 550 6117 
E-mail:               - 

   
 Iman Sukardi  

Hasanuddin Meteorological Station 
Hasanuddin Airport – Makassar 
South Sulawesi 97552 

Tel:  +62 4 1155 3019  
Fax:  +62 4 1155 3087   
E-mail:  imamsukardi@telkom.net 
 

   
JAPAN Osamu Hamada 

1-3-4 Otemachi 
Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 1008122 

Tel:  +81 (3) 3212-8341  
Fax:  +81 (3) 3284-0180   
E-mail:  o-hamada@met.kishou.go.jp 

   
MALAYSIA Ab Llah Che Cob 

Malaysian Meteorological Department 1st 
Floor, Airport Management Centre KL 
International Airport, 64000 Sepang 
Selangor 

Tel:  +603 8787 2388  
Fax:  +603 8787 1020   
E-mail:  ablah@met.gov.my 
 

   
NEW ZEALAND Matt Ruglys 

Manager, Aviation Forecasting 
MetService, 30 Salamanca Road Kelburn, 
P.O. Box 722  
Wellington 6140 

Tel:  +64 (4) 470 0731 
Fax:  +64 (4) 470 0748   
E-mail: matt.ruglys@metservice.com 

   
PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA 

Kevin Luana 
PNG National Weather Service  
UNDP, ADF House, 3rd Floor  
Musgrave Street, Port Moresby 

Tel:  +675 325 2788 
Fax:  +675 325 5544   
E-mail:  kluana@pngmet.gov.pg 

   
THE 
PHILIPPINES 

Lazaro M. Marqueses 
Aeronautical Meteorology Services, 
Weather Division, PAGASA, Room 415, 
IPT Building, NAIA, Pasay City 
Metro Manila 1300 

Tel:  +63 (2) 879 5269  
 +63 (2) 852 2927 
Fax:  +63 (2) 832 3023   
E-mail: 
lm_marqueses@pagasa.dost.gov.ph  
lalloymmarqueses@yahoo.com 

   
 Roel M. Santiago 

 
Tel: +63 (2) 879 9159 
Fax: +63 (2) 879 9288 
E-mail: roemarie5368@yahoo.com 
 

REPUBLIC OF 
KOREA 

Dong-Su Kim 
Korea Meteorological Agency 
Incheon International Airport 
Post Office Box No. 43 
Incheon 300-560 

Tel: +82 (32) 740 2841 
Fax: +82 (32) 740 2847 
E-mail: kimdsu@kma.go.kr 
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STATE NAME & TITLE TEL/FAX/E-MAIL 
   
SINGAPORE Chua Guat Mui 

Meteorological Service   
National Environment Agency 
 # 048-033, 4th  Storey, South Finger  
Passenger Terminal Building II  
Singapore 819643 
 

Tel:  +65 6542 2861  
 
Fax: +65 6542 5026/6545 7192  
E-mail:  chua_guat_mui@nea.gov.sg 

THAILAND Somchai Yimsricharoenkit 
Meteorologist, Professional Level 
Bureau of Aeronautical Meteorology  
6th Floor, ATC Complex  
Suvarnabhumi International Airport  
Rachatheva, Bang Phli  
Samut Prakarn 10540 

Tel:  +66 (2) 134 0007  
Fax:  +66 (2) 134 0010    
E-mail:  somchai_yim@hotmail.com 
 

   
VANUATU Jotham Napat 

Vanuatu Meteorological Service  
Private Mail Bag 054  
Efate,Port Vila  

Tel:  +678 23866  
Fax:  +678 22310   
E-mail:   jnapat@meteo.gov.vu 

   
 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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APPENDIX B 
EXAMPLE OF THE AUTHORIZATION FORM 

 
Note. – This is an example of the form – the most up-to-date version of this form can be found on the 
WIFS web-site 

 
WIFS AUTHORIZED USER APPLICATION 

  
General Information 

Date of Application    
State   

ID   
WAFC   

Point of Contact Information 
First Name   
Last Name   

E-mail   
Phone   

Address   
City   

WorkStation Information 
E-mail   
Phone   

Address   
City   

Vendor   
Operating System   

FAA Approval Authority 
Approved Date   

Approved By   
For AWC use only 

Entered Date   
Entered By   
User Name   
Password   

 

 


