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ONLINE AVIATION MET BREIFING IN INDIA
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO LOW LEVEL FLIGHTS

(Presented by India)

SUMMARY

This paper presents the salient features of Online aviation Met. briefing
introduced in India with effect from 01 June 2007 and the recent
extension to low level flights below 100 FL.

This paper relates to:

Strategic Objectives:
A. Safety — Enhance global civil aviation safety
D. Efficiency — Enhance the efficiency of aviation operations

Global Plan Initiatives:
GPI1-18 Aeronautical information
GPI-19 Meteorological Systems

1. Introduction/Background

1.1 Online aviation meteorological Briefing System (OLBS) which was introduced on
trial basis on 22 March 2006 from Chennai airport has been put into operation with effect from 1%
June 2007 from all the four FIRs in India after getting approval from the competent authority.

1.2 Based on the requirements from the users, modifications have been carried out to
provide the information needed by the users at the quickest possible time through menu driven
software.

1.3 This service has been received well by the users. This service covered only the
medium and high altitude flights from 2006 to early 2010 utlising WAFS products and locally
prepared domestic SIGWX charts. To meet the operational requirements of low level flights
(helicopters and small aircrafts flying between 030 and 070 FL), the OLBS service has been extended
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on trial basis from Chennai in March 2010 and will be made operational soon from all airports under
Chennai FIR. The frequency of low-level flight operations is not very high in all the airports, hence
the route forecast is still provided in MET T3 hard copy form.

2. Discussion

2.1 The WAFS products along with locally generated SIGWX charts in electronic form
(medium, 100-250 FL; high, 250-630 FL) for the OLBS was introduced from Chennai on 22 March
2006. After obtaining clearance from DGCA and on getting welcoming feedback from airlines, this
service has been operationalised w.e.f 1% June 2007 for flights originating from airports located in all
the FIRs of India.

2.2 To make the service more user friendly and to provide the information at the quickest
possible time to the user, software modifications have been attempted continuously and the OLBS
now provides all relevant forecasts and current weather information for any desired route at the click
of a mouse.

2.3 In order to meet the demand from the low level flight operators for flights originating
from Chennai / Coimbatore / Madurai / Trichy and Pondichery airports at heights below 050 FL for
helicopters / Cesna type aircrafts, their flight plan is received online and acknowledged with a unique
i.d for retrieval. An audio-visual alert is given to the Duty Met. Officer by the system when the low
level flight plan is filed. Then the Met. Briefing documentations are prepared in electronic form and
made available to the crew. This facility is available at Chennai airport Met. Office since March 2010.

2.4 A few more low level flight operators are expected to avail this service and on getting
their feedback, this service will be operationlised at all the offices.

3. Other issue/topic (if any)

3.1 As 050 FL WINDTEMP chart is the lowest level for the WAFS product, the upper
wind / temperature at 010, 020, 030, 040 and 060, 070 FL are obtained through subjective
interpolation from the analysed charts and based on climatology.

3.2 Numerical weather prediction model based guidance is being contemplated despite
their limitations on different terrain, elevation constraints in India.

4. Action by the Meeting
4.1 To take note of the information contained in this paper and the efforts made.
4.2 To discuss and suggest ways to generate WINDTEMP charts of flight levels 010, 020,

030, 040, 060, and 070 from WAFS.
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Products available for online aviation Met. briefing




TAFs selected by the user for his flight VECC — VOMM - WSSS




Online filing of Low level flight plan
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Online Flight documentation




