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3) other WAFS (ISCS & SADIS) Implementation Issues

OVERVIEW OF WIFS INTERNET SITES

(Presented by the United States of America)

1. Introduction

1.1 As of 1 May 2010 the replacement service for World Area Forecast System 
(WAFS) data products, the WAFS Internet File Service (WIFS), became operational. This new 
service will operate in parallel to the current ISCS Satellite service which will stop broadcasting 
WAFS data products in two years time.  Starting in June 2012, WIFS will be the only available 
service providing access to WAFS data products.  

SUMMARY

This Information Paper provides an overview of the operational World Area 
Forecast System (WAFS) Internet File Service (WIFS) sites that support access to 
WAFS data products.

This paper relates to:

Strategic Objectives:
A. Safety – Enhance global civil aviation safety
D. Efficiency – Enhance the efficiency of aviation operations

Global Plan Initiatives:
GPI-18 Aeronautical information
GPI-19 Meteorological Systems
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2. Discussion

2.1 It should also be noted that in the past, the term WIFS had been incorrectly stated 
to be the WAFS Internet File Server. From here on out, the term WIFS will be stated to be the 
WAFS Internet File Service.

2.2 The U.S. has now set up the new Internet-based service (WIFS) that provides 
access to various WAFS data products to approved WAFS users. The WAFS data products are 
now hosted on multiple web-farms, all within the U.S., and the service provider (the National 
Weather Service) has attained Qualified Internet Communications Provider (QICP) status which 
approves them to deliver weather data over the public internet.  

2.3 The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is the authorizing agency that grants 
approval for WAFS users to access WIFS. Once approved, the WIFS site administrators will 
assign a username and password that will enable authorized WAFS users to access WIFS. WAFS 
users can start the authorization process by filling out the associated form that can be found in the 
WIFS Users Guide and on the WIFS website. 

2.4 An overview of the WIFS website and WIFS servers is provided in Attachment 
1, WIFS Overview.

3. Action required by the Meeting

3.1 The meeting is invited to note the information in this paper.

(See WIFS Overview Power Point, Attachment 1)

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



WAFS Internet File Service (WIFS)

• WAFS data became operationally 
available via WIFS 5/1/2010

• On 7/1/2012 WIFS will be the only means 
to access WAFS data as ISCS Satellite to access WAFS data as ISCS Satellite 
service contract expires

• WAFS users now have only 24 months left 
to transition to WIFS



Operational WIFS Internet Sites

1. WIFS Support Web-site
http://aviationweather.gov/wifs/

2. WIFS File Servers2. WIFS File Servers
https://hq.aviationweather.gov/wifs/data 

https://srh.aviationweather.gov/wifs/data 

https://crh.aviationweather.gov/wifs/data
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Example of wget

wget --user=xxx --password=yyy --no-check-certificate -r -R "*bufr" -l1 
"https://crh.aviationweather.gov/wifs/data/BUFR/" 

Where xxx and yyy are the username and passwords assigned by WIFS 

• This example would retrieve all of the files from the BUFR folder• This example would retrieve all of the files from the BUFR folder


