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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 Standardized meteorological services are provided by all countries under the 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) in order to ensure safety of flight and a consistent 
level of service world wide. As a contracting state of ICAO, the United States has agreed to provide 
flight documentation services to the international aviation community. On October 1, 1998, in 
accordance with Chapter nine of Annex 3 to the Convention of International Civil Aviation, the 
Aviation Weather Center (AWC) began providing the required meteorological information to 
operators and flight crew members for: a) dispatch planning; b) flight crew pre-flight; and c) flight 
crews en route. The information for the international flight folder documentation program is currently 
available via facsimile and over the Internet. By the end of FY10, the new WebIFFDP program will 
begin phasing out the facsimile service and morph into a completely web-based service utilizing 
Virtual Flight Folders.  
 
2. Discussion 

2.1  The current flight folder website can be seen below in (Fig 1), and consists of the 
following, pertaining to the route of flight and approximate altitude:  
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SUMMARY 
 
The United States Meteorological Watch Office (MWO) in Kansas City will be 
upgrading its flight folder programme; this paper will give users insight into current 
capabilities and a feel for the upcoming changes. 
This paper relates to: 
 
Strategic Objectives: 
A. Safety – Enhance global civil aviation safety 
D. Efficiency – Enhance the efficiency of aviation operations 
 
Global Plan Initiatives: 
GPI-18 Aeronautical information 
GPI-19 Meteorological Systems 
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• Wind and temperature aloft forecast charts 
 

• Significant weather charts (with abbreviated plain language descriptions of forecasts 
as appropriate) 

 
• Terminal Aerodrome Forecasts (TAFs) for departure, destination and alternate 

 
• Significant meteorological information (SIGMET) charts of tropical cyclones and/or 

volcanic ash as appropriate 
 

• For flights of 2 hours or less, aerodrome reports (METAR), special reports (SPECI), 
SIGMETs (for any phenomena), and appropriate special air reports (AIREPs) 

 

 

(Fig 1)  
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2.2 Beginning in late 2010, flight folder customers will have the option of using the new 
WebIFFDP system.  The new system will allow users to log in to their custom web page and view and 
print charts in their Virtual Flight Folders.  See (Fig 2) for an early prototype of the Virtual Flight 
Folder screen. 

 

(Fig 2)  

2.3 The legacy facsimile service will slowly be phased out over the course of the next 
year after the launch of the WebIFFDP system.  In addition to users being able to print their charts on 
the web, other data delivery mechanisms are being investigated such as e-mail, chat clients, and 
client-side software. 
 
3 Recommendation 
 
3.1 The meeting is invited to note the information in this paper. 
 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 


