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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 The large oceanic FIR along the west coast of the United States was split off from the 
original KZOA FIR at the beginning of the year and renamed KZAK. This impacted the ability of airlines 
to pick up the SIGMETs under the same header (KZAK) as the NOTAMS. We’ll highlight the FIR 
change and the associated plan to ensure the NOTAMS and SIGMETs both fall under the same FIR 
identifier KZAK.   
 
 
 
 

SUMMARY
 
The Oakland FIR boundary identifier KZOA was split into two FIRs at the 
beginning of the year. This paper illustrates the change to the FIRs and the plan to 
align the proper SIGMETS under the Oakland Oceanic FIR KZAK. 
 
This paper relates to: 
 
Strategic Objectives: 
A. Safety – Enhance global civil aviation safety 
D. Efficiency – Enhance the efficiency of aviation operations 
 
Global Plan Initiatives: 
GPI-18 Aeronautical information 
GPI-19 Meteorological Systems 
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2. Discussion 

2.1 The Oakland Oceanic FIR NOTAMS has been published for many years under the 
KZOA identifier. On January 1st 2010 this was changed. Now the Oakland Oceanic FIR NOTAMS are 
published under the KZAK identifier, while the older KZOA identifier covers the small land area and the 
adjacent waters. See Fig 1 below for the new boundaries. 

 

Fig 1 

 

2.2 However the SIGMETS for both areas above are still under the original KZOA identifier. 
The proposed date to align the SIGMETs under the proper FIRs is the 28th of July 2010. At that time the 
SIGMETs that should be under the KZAK FIR will transition from KZOA, over to KZAK. And 
SIGMETs for the smaller landmass and adjacent waters will continue under the KZOA identifier.  
 
 
3 Conclusion 
 
3.1 The change to align the proper SIGMETs under the KZAK Oceanic FIR is expected to 
take place 28th of July 2010. Below is a copy of the notice to users that was sent out in June 2010.  
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4. Recommendation 
 
4.1 The meeting is invited to note the information in this paper. 
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