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Report on Attendance at the First Meeting of the  
ANSP Seamless Airspace Working Group (SAWG/1) 

Bangkok, Thailand   
15 – 17 May 2007  

by 
Andrew Tiede, Regional Officer, ATM 
ICAO Asia and Pacific Regional Office 

 
 
1. VENUE AND DURATION 
 
1.1   The First Meeting of the ANSP Seamless Airspace Working Group 
(SAWG/1) was hosted by Aeronautical Radio of Thailand Ltd. and was held at AEROTHAI 
Headquarters, Bangkok, Thailand from 15 – 17 May 2007. 
 
 
2. ATTENDANCE 
 
2.1 The meeting was attended by thirty-two participants from Australia, China, 
Hong Kong China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Viet Nam, ICAO, IATA and IFATCA.  A list of participants is at Appendix A.  
The meeting reviewed 11 Working Papers and 1 Information Papers; a List of Papers is 
included as Appendix B.  
 
 
3. OFFICERS AND SECRETARIAT 
 
3.1  Mr. Ron Rigney, ATM Manager, Airservices Australia acted as Moderator of 
the meeting, assisted by Mr. Piyawut Tantimekabut, System Engineer, AEROTHAI.  
AEROTHAI provided Secretariat and support services to the meeting. 
 
 
4. BACKGROUND 
 
4.1 In August 2006, Airservices Australia initiated an inaugural meeting of Asia 
and Pacific Regional Air Navigation Service Providers designed to promote practical 
cooperation between regional ANSPs and airlines with the objective of improving regional 
service and safety.    
 
2.2 Air navigation service providers, airlines and regulators from 12 countries 
attended the conference and concluded that: 
 

• Even though air transport is a very safe mode of transport in the region, 
improved cooperation and coordination between regional ANSPs, airlines 
and regulators will improve the safety and efficiency of air transport.  

 
• Air traffic in the Asia/Pacific region is forecast to continue to grow 

strongly over the next 20 years, imposing severe capacity constraints on 
airports, airlines and airspace.  

 
• The Conference welcomed the offer of the Directorate General of Air 

Communications of the Republic of Indonesia to host the second Asia 
Pacific Regional ANSP Conference in Bali in 2007.  
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• The Conference agreed to establish two Working Groups to further the 
process of improved regional cooperation and coordination initiated by 
the Conference.  The two Working Groups will focus on: smooth 
transitions across flight boundaries - 'seamless airspace'; and the creation 
of a regional safety road map to underpin the Global Aviation Safety 
Roadmap endorsed by ICAO.  

 
• The Working Groups established were considered to be informal working 

groups similar to other ATS Coordination Groups established for Oceanic 
airspace within the Asia/Pacific region.  Like these other Groups, reports 
will be submitted to APANPIRG via the ATM/AIS/SAR/SG to facilitate 
regional cooperation. 

 
 
5. REVIEW OUTCOMES OF SAWG/1 
 
5.1 The second group formed from the ANSP Conference was the Seamless 
Airspace Working Group (SAWG).  The main purpose of the SAWG is to work toward the 
following initiatives: 
 

• To improve regional cooperation and coordination in CNS/ATM matters; 
 

• To work together with representatives of regional ANSPs and Airline 
Operators towards a smooth transition across FIR boundaries – i.e. 
“Seamless Airspace”; 

 
• To identify homogenous airspace blocks or air traffic routes conducive to 

further studies and trials between Asia and Pacific ANSPs and 
international airlines. 

 
Objectives of the Meeting 

 
5.2  The Objectives of the SAWG/1 meeting were to: 
 

a) Identify current regional areas where harmonisation could gain 
efficiencies; 

 
b) Identify possible projects to commence in the short term; 

 
c) Define a common (minimum) Communication and Surveillance 

capability across the region. 
 

d) Recognize the value of bilateral and multilateral negotiations in 
accelerating the delivery of SAWG outcomes. 

 
e) Recognise the importance of effective Civil/Military coordination and the 

role that it plays in the delivery of “seamless airspace” and encourage the 
involvement of military airspace authorities in the work of SAWG. 

 
f) Develop a longer term strategy of work required; and 

 
g) Decide on next steps and actions. 
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Work programme  
 

5.3 The SAWG/1 meeting agreed that its work would complement the efforts 
already commenced by ICAO, IATA and other industry groups.  Recognizing the significant 
amount of ICAO activities already in place throughout the region, the meeting agreed to the 
following initiatives: 
 

• Develop a Working Paper for presentation to the next meeting of the 
South East Asia Coordination Group (SEACG/14) on a uniform 
application of Radar spacing on ATS Route A1 into the Hong Kong FIR 
and additional concerned routes north of the Hong Kong FIR to Tokyo. 

 
• In consideration of anticipated traffic growth in the South China Sea area, 

undertake studies and analysis for the planning and implementation of 
Flow Management in this area. 

 
• Undertake an initial review of existing separation standards employed by 

ANSPs within the region with the objective of delivering improved 
efficiencies through increased harmonization across FIR boundaries.  As 
part of this task, Melbourne and Colombo ACCs agreed to work towards 
the reduction of the 15 minutes Longitudinal Standard to 10 minutes 
between the Colombo and Melbourne FIRs.  Further, Colombo ACC 
urged Melbourne and Jakarta ACCs to collaborate in the reduction of 
longitudinal standards from 15 minutes to 10 minutes along other ATS 
routes which affect Colombo FIR.  In the longer term, both Colombo and 
Melbourne ACCs agreed to work on RNP and ADS-C based separation 
minima (e.g. 50NM Longitudinal). 

 
• Airservices Australia, in conjunction with other Asia/Pacific ANSPs, 

agreed to continue developing the Matrix of CNS/ATM capabilities for 
the major traffic flows Australia-Southeast Asia-Middle East and 
Southeast Asia-Northeast Asia 

 
 
6.  TERMS OF REFERENCE  
 
6.1 The SAWG/1 meeting adopted Terms of Reference for SAWG as follows: 
 

a) To develop strategies, initiatives and dialogue necessary for the smooth 
transitions across Flight Information Regions - i.e “Seamless Airspace”; 

 
b) To maximize capacity and optimize the flow of air traffic utilising 

existing and near-term CNS/ATM systems, taking into account safety 
and efficiency considerations. 

 
c) To enhance and facilitate the orderly and efficient flow of air traffic 

Along the major traffic flows within the Asia region; 
 

d) Identify areas where capacity constraints presently exist or are forecast to 
emerge.   

 
e) To assess the economic and environmental benefits that will flow from 

the implementation of a harmonized ATM environment. 
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NOTE:  The SAWG is an informal working group similar to other ATS Coordination Groups 
established for Oceanic airspace within the Asia/Pacific region. As like these other Groups, it 
will submit reports to APANPIRG via the ATM/AIS/SAR/SG to facilitate regional planning 

 
 
7. APPENDICES: 
 
Appendix A – List of Participants 
Appendix B – List of Working and Information Papers 
 
 

 
………………………….. 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

STATE/NAME DESIGNATION/ADDRESS CONTACT DETAILS 

AUSTRALIA 

Mr. Doug Scott 
 
 
 
 

Manager, Upper Airspace Services 
Airservices Australia 
Locked Bag 747 
Eagle Farm QLD 4009 
Airport Dr, Brisbane Airport  
Australia 

Tel. 07 3866 3366 
Fax. 07 3866 3226 
E-mail. 
doug.scott@airservicesaustralia.com 

Mr. Phil Mayo 
 
 

Air Traffic Controller 
AirServices Australia 

Tel. +61 419283908 
E-mail 
phil.mayo@airservicesaustralia.com 

Mr. Ron Rigney 
 

ATM International Liaison Manager 
AirServices Australia 

Tel. +61 738663487 
E-mail. 
ron.rigney@airservicesaustralia.com 

CHINA 

Mr.Yu Bin 
 
 
 
 

General Engineer 
Southwest Air Traffic Management 
Bureau of CAAC 
Shuangliu International Airport, 
Chengdu, China 

Tel. 028-85701366 
Fax. 028-85703793 
E-mail. yubin0281109@163.com 

Mr. Chen Peng De 
 
 
 
 

Air Traffic Controller Kunming  Air 
Traffic Management Center of CAAC 
Kunming International Airport, Yunnan 
Province, 
P.R. China 

Tel. (0817) 7112991 
Fax. (0817) 7198033 
E-mail. 
chenpengde2003@vip.sina.com 

HONG KONG, CHINA 

Mr. Norman Lo Shung-man  Director General of Civil Aviation 
Civil Aviation Department, HK46/F, 
High Block, Queensway 
Government Offices 
66 Queensway, Hong Kong 

Tel. 852 2867 4201 
Fax. 852 2501 0640 
E-mail. nsmlo@cad.gov.hk 

Mr. Manuel S.W. Sum Chief Air Traffic Control Officer 
4/F, Air Traffic Control Complex 
Hong Kong International Airport, 
Hong Kong 

Tel. 852 2910 6432 
Fax. 852 2910 0186 
E-mail. mswsum@cad.gov.hk 
 

INDONESIA 

Mr. Abner Siahaan ATS Standardization Manager E-mail. 
abner.siahaan@angkasapura2.co.id 

Mr. Wiyono, S.Si.T. Senior Manager ATS Jakarta Tel. 6221 5506131 
E-Mail. 
wiyonmo@angkasapura2.co.id 
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STATE/NAME DESIGNATION/ADDRESS CONTACT DETAILS 

PAKISTAN 

Mr. Syed Yousuf Abbas Director Operations 
Civil Aviation Authority 
Headquarters, Terminal-1 
Jinnah International Airport 
Karachi-Pakistan 

Tel. +9221-9242742 
Fax. +9221-4604323 
E-mail. dops@caapakistan.com.pk 

PHILIPPINES 

Mr. Fedinand A. Tienzo Air Traffic Controller 
Air Transportation Office  
PHILIPPINES 

 
 

SINGAPORE 

Mr. Heng Cher Sian Edmund Project Officer (Air Traffic 
Management) 
CAA Singapore 
Singapore Changi Airport 
PO Box a, Singapore 918141 

Tel. 65 6541 2457 
Fax. 65 6545 6516 
E-mail. Edmund_heng@caas.gov.sg 

Mr. Hermizan Bin Jumari Project Officer (Air Traffic 
Management) 
CAA Singapore 
Singapore Changi Airport 
PO Box a, Singapore 918141 

Tel. 65 6541 2464 
Fax. 65 6545 6516 
E-mail. 
hermizan_jumari@caas.gov.sg 

SRI LANKA 

Mr. W.X. Sunil Croos ATC Manager Tel. 94112252299 
E-mail. croossunil@yahoo.com 

THAILAND (AEROTHAI) 

Mr. Siri Pichiensopon Vice President, Air Traffic Services 
Bureau (Area/Region) 
AEROTHAI 
102 Ngamduplee Tungmahamek 
Sathon 
Bangkok 10120 
THAILAND 

Tel. 662 2878210 

Mr. Aphinun Vannangkura Vice President, Air Traffic Services 
Planning and Standards Bureau 
AEROTHAI 
102 Ngamduplee Tungmahamek 
Sathon 
Bangkok 10120 
THAILAND 

 

Mr. Somnuk Rongthong Vice President, Air Traffic Services 
Engineering and Development Bureau 
AEROTHAI 
102 Ngamduplee Tungmahamek 
Sathon 
Bangkok 10120 
THAILAND 
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STATE/NAME DESIGNATION/ADDRESS CONTACT DETAILS 

Mr. Suttipong Kongpool Director, Air Traffic Services Planning 
Department 
AEROTHAI 
102 Ngamduplee Tungmahamek 
Sathon 
Bangkok 10120 
THAILAND 

 

Mr. Choosit Kuptaviwat Director, Air Traffic Services 
Engineering Planning and Standards 
Department 
102 Ngamduplee Tungmahamek 
Sathon 
Bangkok 10120 
THAILAND 

 

Mr. Teekayu Muratha Director, Air Traffic Surveillance 
Engineering Department 
102 Ngamduplee Tungmahamek 
Sathon 
Bangkok 10120 
THAILAND 

 

Mr. Piyawut Tantimekabut Systems Engineer 
Air Traffic Services Engineering 
Research & Development Department 
102 Ngamduplee Tungmahamek 
Sathon 
Bangkok 10120 
THAILAND 

Tel: +66-2-287-8616 
Mob: +66-8-9697-5859 
Fax: +66-2-287-8620 
E-mail: piyawut@aerothai.co.th 

Mr. Tinnagorn Choowang Air Traffic Control Manager 
AEROTHAI 
102 Ngamduplee Tungmahamek 
Sathon 
Bangkok 10120 
THAILAND 

 

Mrs. Sirikes Niemloy Air Traffic Control Manager 
AEROTHAI 
102 Ngamduplee Tungmahamek 
Sathon 
Bangkok 10120 
THAILAND 

Tel. +66-2285-9465 

Ms. Voraporn Rhodyoo Air Traffic Control Manager 
AEROTHAI 
102 Ngamduplee Tungmahamek 
Sathon 
Bangkok 10120 
THAILAND 

Tel. +66-2285-9468 
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Mr. John E. Richardson Air Traffic Management Consultant 
AEROTHAI 
102 Ngamduplee Tungmahamek 
Sathon 
Bangkok 10120 
THAILAND 

Tel. +662-287-8488 
Fax. +662-285-9488 
Mob. +66-81-824-2467 
E-mail jricho282@gmail.com 

VIETNAM 

Mr Phan Dinh Tuan  ATS officer – Civil Aviation 
Administration Of VietNam 

E-mail. tuanats@yahoo.com.vn 

Mr Le Quoc Khanh  Deputy Chief ATS-AIS Division 
VietNam Air traffic management 
(VATM) 

 

Mr Nguyen Van Kien  Deputy Director Area Control Center 
(ACC)of The Southern Region Air 
Traffic Control Center 

 

Mr Nguyen Manh Kien  ATC instructor – Northern Region Air 
Traffic Control Center 

E-mail. nmkien@yahoo.com.vn 

ICAO 

Mr. Andrew Tiede Regional Officer  
Air Traffic Management 
ICAO Asia-Pacific Regional Office 
252/1 Vibhavadi Rangsit Road 
Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900 
Thailand 

Tel. +66-2537-8189 ext. 152 
Fax. +66-2537-8199 
E-mail: atiede@bangkok.icao.int 

IATA 

Mr. John Mcconway SO&I Consultant 
International Air Transport Assn. 
PO Box 440 
Waikanae 5250 
New Zealand 

Tel. +65 6239 3393 
E-mail. john.mcconway.xtra.co.nz 

IFATCA 

Mr. David K.W. Cheung Executive Vice-President Asia Pacific 
Flat C, 3/F, T3 
Hillsborough Court 
18 Old Peak Road 
Mid Levels 
Hong Kong, China 

Tel. +852 2910 6442 
Fax. +852 2910 0160 
E-mail. evpasp@ifatca.org 
dkwcheung@cad.gov.hk 
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LIST OF WORKING PAPERS (WPs) AND INFORMATION PAPERS (IPs) 

 
WORKING PAPERS 

NUMBER AGENDA TITLE PRESENTED BY 
WP/1 1 Adoption of Agenda Secretariat 

WP/2 3 Aircraft COM/NAV Capabilities - Asia/Pacific Region Airservices 

WP/3 8 ATM Related Activities of the ICAO Asia/Pacific Office, 
Bangkok 

ICAO 

WP/4 2 Harmonisation of Enroute Air Traffic Management Airservices 

WP/5 2 ATM Capabilities – Asia/Pacific (Mid/Asia) Region Airservices 

WP/6 5 ATFM Through Kabul FIR – Should we expand to other
areas? 

AEROTHAI 

WP/7  Intentionally left Blank  

WP/8 2 Global Navigation Plan Initiatives Airservices 

WP/9 4 The Airline Perspective IATA 

WP/10 6 Regional ADS-B Managed Service Model Airservices 

WP/11 2 ATM Enhancement on ATS Route A1/P901/G581/M750 AEROTHAI 

 
 
INFORMATION PAPERS 

NUMBER AGENDA TITLE PRESENTED BY 
IP/1 - List of Working Papers (WPs) and Information Papers 

(IPs) 
Secretariat 

 
 

……..……………………. 


