Iceland Safety Recommendation to ICAO
The recommendation was made during the investigation into a serious incident to a Boeing 737, TF-ELN that occurred at Reykjavik Airport, on 31 December 2003.
During the investigation it was concluded that the aircraft overran the runway during landing at Reykjavik Airport due to poor runway conditions. The reported measured runway friction was good (42/44/44) but the aircraft braking action upon landing was poor. Similar occurrences have happened before in Iceland as well as in other countries. One such occurrence that received global attention was the accident to Southwest Airlines flight 1248 at Chicago Midway airport, 8 December 2005.

Substantial research has been done by Transport Canada (TC) regarding the measuring of runway friction. Following its research TC developed the Canadian Runway Friction Index (CRFI). NASA and other research bodies have been working on another standard termed the International Runway Friction Index (IRFI). TC has shown with the CRFI model that a correlation exists between a runway friction measurement and the braking coefficient of an aircraft. This has been shown using a spot measurement decelerometer.
The Icelandic Accident Investigation Board (AAIB) addresses the following safety recommendation to ICAO regarding research on runway friction measurements
“The Icelandic Aircraft Accident Investigation Board recommends that ICAO re-examine the international requirements in Annex 14 — Aerodromes, Volume I — Aerodrome Design and Operations, regarding determination of friction characteristics of contaminated runways with respect to research done by NASA, Transport Canada and other research bodies in the area of runway friction measurements.”

