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Public health preparedneess 

at airports 

Event detection at airports 

In-flight protocols: event 
notification. 

 

In-flight protocols: management 

of a suspected case of BVD 

Waste management 

Transportation of blood 

samples 

Passenger contact tracing 

Airports in affected states should apply exit screening, including questionnaires, 

temperature checks, and in-depth assessment where fever or relevant exposure is 

identified. 

Civil aviation and health authorities should establish, update and test national public 

health emergency plans and aerodrome contingency plans 

Flight crew must promptly alert air traffic services if a suspected case is identified, 

and cabin crew should complete the health section of the aircraft general 

declaration. 

Airlines should train crew, use PPE, isolate the ill traveller where possible, and 

disinfect exposed surfaces. 

Waste from a suspected case should be treated as biohazardous, properly bagged, 

labelled, sealed, and reported for disposal on arrival. 

Any infectious samples must follow international dangerous goods transport rules. 

Passenger and crew details should be collected using public health passenger locator 

forms and related declarations and shared with public health authorities as required 

Procedures upon arrival 
Public health authorities should control disembarkation order, with close contacts and ill 

travellers handled appropriately, and crew following occupational health guidance. Aircraft 

must be disinfected as per procedure. 

CAPSCA stakeholders involved in 
managing a BVD outbreak in 

Aviation 

• Civil Aviation Authorities 
• Public Health Authorities 
• Airport operators 
• Aircraft operators 
• Pilots 
• Cabin crew 
• Air navigation service providers  
• Air traffic services 
• Ground handlers 

 

Summary of key public health and social measures for managing BVD outbreak in Aviation 


