
1

Airbus Amber

MMEL/MEL Module: 3bis. Focus on MEL approval
Presentation by Airbus

[ Airbus Amber ]

Olivier FERRAN, Airbus MMEL Expert

Dakar, Senegal, 30 June-05 July 2025

Workshop on Specific Approvals organized by ICAO WACAF

EC_NotTechnical



2

Airbus Amber

MEL Regulations

The Chicago Convention includes 96 articles that lays the foundation for 
a set of Standards And Recommended Practices (SARPs) via Annexes 
that regulate international air transportation. 

Annex 6 “Operation of Aircraft” Part 1 – International Commercial Air 
transport Aeroplanes provides the definition of the MMEL and MEL. 

ICAO  - Chicago Convention 



3

Airbus Amber

MEL Regulations

Extract Annex 6 part 1 from the ICAO Convention 

ICAO  - Chicago Convention 
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MEL Regulations

Part-ARO
Authority Requirement for Air Operations
Part ARO.OPS.205 MEL approval

MEL Regulations

https://easa.europa.eu/
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MEL & Authorities

MEL Assessment

MEL Initial
Authority approves the complete MEL manual 

MEL Update
• Authority approves the change of the MEL, or 
• Authority approves the process of the MEL update  

Workload optimization Airlines / Authority Trust
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MEL & Authorities

MEL Format 

Format of the MEL data to be approved 
• OLB ?
• PDF ?
• None ?  (when MEL update process is set-up)

MMEL Update 

Access to the Airbus MMEL 
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From MMEL to MEL – Customization

The MMEL is the basis for the operator’s Minimum Equipment List (MEL), which also takes 
into account:

–Local regulations
–The specific policy of the operator
–The cabin layout (e.g. lavatories).

The MEL cannot be less restrictive than the MMEL
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MEL Approval Process

MEL Requirements ?

➔ Each MEL item to be assessed by Authorities for Initial MEL approval

➔ Subsequent MEL item amendment may be assessed by Operators as per a sound 
process agreed with Authorities
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MEL Approval Process

➢ May be assessed by Operators as per sound process agreed with Authorities
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MEL Approval Process

Examples of MEL compliance monitoring:
➢ Amount of MEL items deferred per A/C per flight
➢ Elapsed time to fix MEL items
➢ Amount of Repair Interval Extension ….

EU AMC & GM to Part-ORO extract
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MEL Approval Process

➢ Single MEL item related to all non-safety items may be listed in the MEL
➢  List of non-safety items to be agreed with Authorities

EU AMC & GM to Part-ORO extract
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MEL Approval Process

➢ « Commencement of the flight » is when the aircraft starts to move under its own
power for the purpose of takeoff (i.e. the taxi phase).

EU AMC & GM to Part-ORO extract
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MEL Approval Process

➢ RIE may be assessed by Operators as per a sound process agreed with 
Authorities.

EU AMC & GM to Part-ORO extract
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MEL Approval Process

➢ Some maintenance tasks may be performed by flight crew as agreed with 
Authorities

EU AMC & GM to Part-ORO extract
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MMEL to MEL: New MMEL Revision

Issue date

Applicability date = Issue date + 30 days
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MMEL to MEL: Timeline for new MEL Revision
Applicability date = Issue date + 30 days

As per Par ORO.MLR.105(c): 
➔ Normal Revision: Applicability date + 90 days
➔ Major Event Revision: Without delay. Shorter timing imposed by AD
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Wrap-up

MMEL is the baseline to create the MEL:
➔ MEL cannot be less restrictive than MMEL.

MMEL to be customized into MEL:
To reflect local regulations
To reflect Airline Policies and Network constraints
To reflect cabin layout/Airline custo (STC)

An efficient MEL:
Closely reflects the aircraft configuration
Is readily available and understood by all MEL users
Is managed by people involved in its use i.e. Operations or Maintenance (depending  on 
airline policy)
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