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MEL Regulations

The Chicago Convention includes 96 articles that lays the foundation for 
a set of Standards And Recommended Practices (SARPs) via Annexes 
that regulate international air transportation. 

Annex 6 “Operation of Aircraft” Part 1 – International Commercial Air 
transport Aeroplanes provides the definition of the MMEL and MEL. 

ICAO  - Chicago Convention 
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MEL Regulations

Extract Annex 6 part 1 from the ICAO Convention 

ICAO  - Chicago Convention 
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MEL Regulations

Part-ARO
Authority Requirement for Air Operations
Part ARO.OPS.205 MEL approval

MEL Regulations

Part-ORO
Organization Requirement for Air Operations
Part ORO.MLR.105 MEL baselines

https://easa.europa.eu/
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MEL Customization

Airlines ID card

Collect and trace
• Airlines profile
• Flight Operations 
• Maintenance Organization  

MEL Format

Define MEL format
• MEL data approved by Authority
• MEL data for MEL use
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MEL Customization

MMEL Data 

Get access to
• MMEL Airbus
• MMEL Supplement issued by Authority
• MMEL data issued by STC (Supplement Type Certificate)  

MEL Customization tool

• Define the customization tool
• Get training 
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From MMEL to MEL – Customization

The MMEL is the basis for the operator’s Minimum Equipment List (MEL), which also takes 
into account:

–Local regulations
–The specific policy of the operator, or network constraints
–The cabin layout (e.g. lavatories).

The MEL cannot be less restrictive than the MMEL
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From MMEL to MEL – Customization Process

 Customization Process

If Installed

Remove 
non-applicable 

items

MELMMEL
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From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process

 MMEL lists only items applicable to the A/C configuration, however some of them (5-10%) are listed “if installed”.

 MEL update as per one of the following action:
➢ Remove the “If Installed” if the related MEL item is fitted on the entire Operator’s fleet and on the 

forthcoming new aircraft expected to be delivered in coming years
➢ Remove the MEL item if the related MEL item is not fitted on any aircraft of the Operator’s fleet and won’t 

be fitted on the forthcoming new aircraft
➢ Keep the “If Installed” otherwise. 

 Delivery documentation and configuration consultation tools can be used. 

If Installed
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From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process

Depending on aircraft configuration/cabin layout, items can be removed:

Note: Consider related MMEL entry (ECAM alert) and/or operational procedure:

If Installed

“If installed” symbol
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From MMEL to MEL – Customization Process

 Customization Process

If Installed

Remove 
non-applicable 

items

Nbr Installed
Nbr Required

Replace “-” with 
the actual 

number of items 
installed when 

required

MELMMEL
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From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process

When possible, depending on the Aircraft configuration/cabin layout, “-” should be replaced by the actual number installed

When “-” for the Nbr Required the proviso helps to determine the “Nbr Required” depending on the “Nbr installed”.

Example:

Nbr Installed
Nbr Required



13

Airbus Amber

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process

Exceptions:

- When the dispatch conditions provides all the qualifying conditions to determine dispatch, the “-” can be kept as Nbr Required:

- For Dispatch redirection items, the dash shall be kept, since they are given in the other item :

Nbr Installed
Nbr Required
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From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process

Exceptions:

- When not applicable: Maintenance Message on STATUS page (A320 Family Only)

Nbr Installed
Nbr Required

�Only writing convention agreed with EASA

�Specific procedure to defer MAINTENANCE message by 
Maintenance may be defined in MEL.
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From MMEL to MEL – Customization Process

 Customization Process

If Installed

Remove 
non-applicable 

items

Nbr Installed
Nbr Required

Replace “-” with 
the actual 

number of items 
installed when 

required

Local
 Regulations

Replace by 
applicable dispatch 

conditions 
depending on 

applicable national 
regulations

MELMMEL
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From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process

Local
Regulations

Note: Only for non EASA member states

More information available in ISI article 00.00.00037

Check if additional requirements apply:
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The MMEL paragraph “MMEL Items Depending on Local Regulations” lists all MMEL items for which dispatch 
conditions have been defined based on EASA operational requirements. 

Since the operational requirement may vary for a non EASA member state, an Operator should check applicable 
regulations and may either:
• Copy the MMEL dispatch conditions directly into its MEL, or
• Develop alternate repair interval and dispatch conditions in accordance with its local Operational requirements 

in its MEL. 

Local
Regulations

Chapter to be removed

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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From MMEL to MEL – Customization Process

 Customization Process

If Installed

Remove 
non-applicable 

items

Nbr Installed
Nbr Required

Replace “-” with 
the actual 

number of items 
installed when 

required

Local
 Regulations

Replace by 
applicable dispatch 

conditions 
depending on 

applicable national 
regulations

Alternate 
Procedures

Define applicable 
procedures 

depending on 
Airline
 policy

MELMMEL
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From MMEL to MEL – Customization Process

– In order to provide flexibility to each Airline operations, some alternative procedures remain to be defined.

– Both MMEL Items and MMEL Operational Procedures are concerned.

Search the keyword “alternate” in OLB to 
find all the procedures to be defined 

Example:
MMEL Items section Operational Procedures section

Alternate 
Procedures
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Procedure to be defined

Dispatch conditions have to be customized when MMEL dispatch conditions 
instruct the Operator to establish and use an alternate procedure.

Alternate 
Procedures

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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Procedure is defined (o)

Procedure defined with involved actors (flight crews and cabin crews)

.

Alternate 
Procedures

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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Alternate 
Procedures

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process

Procedure to be defined

➔ Passenger reduction Number to 
be defined based on each cabin 
configuration

➔ ISI provides: Excel sheet to help 
perform the computation 

➔ Alternate procedure for 
cabin to adapt procedure 
with door inoperative. 
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From MMEL to MEL – Customization Process

 Customization Process

If Installed

Remove 
non-applicable 

items

Nbr Installed
Nbr Required

Replace “-” with 
the actual 

number of items 
installed when 

required

Local
Regulations

Replace by 
applicable dispatch 

conditions 
depending on 

applicable national 
regulations

Alternate 
Procedures

Define applicable 
procedures 

depending on 
Airline
 policy

Special Operations

FANS, RNP
Note: CAT2/CAT3, 
RVSM, ETOPS, 
ADS-B operations 
impacts covered in 
the MMEL

MELMMEL
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Basically, the MMEL covers the impact on specific operations: CAT 2/3, FANS, RNP, 
RVSM, ETOPS,…

�Operator can customize these impacts as necessary

Special Operations
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ETOPS Operations Clarification as necessary
An A320 Operator does not perform ETOPS Operations

Special Operations

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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➔ Simplification of dispatch conditions in the MEL for Non-ETOPS 
operator

ETOPS Operations Clarification as necessary

Special Operations

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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From MMEL to MEL – Customization Process

 Customization Process

If Installed Airline Policy
MEL Preamble

Remove 
non-applicable 

items

Definitions, 
Procedures,

Airlines Policies

Nbr Installed
Nbr Required

Replace “-” with 
the actual 

number of items 
installed when 

required

Local
Regulations

Replace by 
applicable dispatch 

conditions 
depending on 

applicable national 
regulations

Alternate 
Procedures

Define applicable 
procedures 

depending on 
Airline
 policy

Special Operations

FANS, RNP
Note: CAT2/CAT3, 
RVSM, ETOPS, 
ADS-B operations 
impacts covered in 
the MMEL

MELMMEL
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From MMEL to MEL – Customization Process

★Provides the definitions and procedures necessary to use the MEL.

★May incorporate specific Operations and Maintenance requirements:

○ Placarding procedures

○ Pilot deferral of Class II Maintenance Status (A320 Family only).

○ Maintenance procedures consultation

○ Repair Interval Extension procedure

★May incorporate specific Airline Policies:

○ Particular airport procedure (from/to Mainbase, etc..) 

○  Application of MEL between pushback and takeoff.

Airline Policy
MEL Preamble
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To be enhanced as necessary by 
Operator and Authority

Definitions 

Page 
29

Airline Policy
MEL Preamble

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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From MMEL to MEL – Customization Process

Application of MEL between pushback and takeoff: 

– Regulatory Baseline: new AIR-OPS

AMC1 ORO.MLR.105(d)(3) Minimum equipment list 

EXTENT OF THE MEL 

The operator should include guidance in the MEL on how to deal with any failures that occur between the 
commencement of the flight and the start of the take-off. If a failure occurs between the commencement of the flight 
and the start of the take-off, any decision to continue the flight should be subject to pilot judgement and good 
airmanship. The pilot-in-command/commander may refer to the MEL before any decision to continue the flight is 
taken.

Airline Policy
MEL Preamble

MEL Applicability
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Airlines must define the policy regarding application of MEL after pushback
• Guidelines regarding communication between pilot and MCC

• Consistent across Operator’s fleet

• Approved by Authority

ISI article 00.00.00249
How to manage aircraft systems failures that occur during taxi?

Airline Policy
MEL Preamble

MEL Applicability

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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Airline Policy
MEL Preamble

Placarding Policy

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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To be defined by Operator and 
Authority

Airline Policy
MEL Preamble Repair Interval Extension Process

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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Repair interval target date

Repair Interval Extension Process
Airline Policy

MEL Preamble

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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From MMEL to MEL – Customization Process

 Customization Process

If Installed Customization
Options

Airline Policy
MEL Preamble

Remove 
non-applicable 

items

Definitions, 
Procedures,

Airlines Policies

Introduction of 
internal airline 
information (if 

needed)

Nbr Installed
Nbr Required

Replace “-” with 
the actual 

number of items 
installed when 

required

Local
Regulations

Replace by 
applicable dispatch 

conditions 
depending on 

applicable national 
regulations

Alternate 
Procedures

Define applicable 
procedures 

depending on 
Airline
 policy

Special Operations

FANS, RNP
Note: CAT2/CAT3, 
RVSM, ETOPS, 
ADS-B operations 
impacts covered in 
the MMEL

MELMMEL
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Few MMEL items must be adapted to each individual cabin configuration

Customization 
Options Customize Cabin Items

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process



37

Airbus Amber

Customization 
Options Customize MEL Entries, as necessary

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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Airbus MMELs do not take into account cabin convenient items since they do affect the Airbus procedures on aircraft 
operation and there are not driven by the requirement of justification demonstration supported by the Safety System 
Assessment (SSA) and the safety methodology.  
 

However, as per the Operator decision, some specific cabin items may be introduced in its MEL. 
 

Customization 
Options New Convenience Items

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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“Tip”: Unique reference and not interfere with the MMEL items reference. 
The last two digits of MEL item specific to Operator should start with 50 

New Convenience Items
Customization 
Options

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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Customization is the Operational title or dispatch condition title. 
As necessary, dispatch conditions title may be adapted in accordance with 
Airlines operations or aircraft configuration. 

Customization 
Options

Clarify Operational Titles, as necessary

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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Page 
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Customization 
Options

Clarify Operational Titles, as necessary

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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(seat not placarded “TO BE OCCUPIED FOR TAKEOFF AND LANDING”)        

Page 
42

Customization 
Options

Clarify Operational Titles, as necessary

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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The repair interval may be reduced in order to minimize the Airlines operations burden. 
 
An A320 Operator transports live animal in some European routes. The inoperative 
AFT cargo compartment heating may disturb the aircraft schedule planning if the issue 
is not fixed within an acceptable time frame.  

Customization 
Options

Customize Repair Interval, as necessary

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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C

Customization 
Options

Customize Repair Interval, as necessary

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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Dispatch conditions of the MMEL may be clarified provided that 
the intent of the dispatch conditions are not changed.

Customization 
Options

Clarify Dispatch conditions, as necessary

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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There is no fly-away kit box in any cargo compartment

.

Clarify Dispatch conditions, as necessary

Customization 
Options

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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AFM performance penalties are applied

Customization 
Options

Clarify Dispatch conditions, as necessary

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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AFM performance data includes in the EFB tool
Clarify Dispatch conditions, as necessary

Customization 
Options

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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ZFWCG impact

WBM Impact

Operator must define in the MEL operational procedure a clear process on 
how to compute affected parameters TOW/TOWG, ZFW/ZFWCG with 
pilot’s performance tool. 

Operator must identify MEL items with impact on Operations manual, 
loadsheet, etc. 

Customization 
Options

From MMEL to MEL– Customization Process
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MMEL to MEL: New MMEL Revision

Issue date

Applicability date = Issue date + 30 days
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MMEL to MEL: Timeline for new MEL Revision

As per Par ORO.MLR.105(c): 
Standard MEL update before: Applicability date + 90 days

Applicability date = Issue date + 30 days
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Wrap-up

MMEL is the baseline to create the MEL:
➔ MEL cannot be less restrictive than MMEL.

MMEL to be customized into MEL:
To reflect local regulations
To reflect Airline Policies and Network constraints
To reflect cabin layout/Airline custo (STC)

An efficient MEL:
Closely reflects the aircraft configuration
Is readily available and understood by all MEL users
Is managed by people involved in its use i.e. Operations or Maintenance (depending  on 
airline policy)
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Thank you
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