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History of the Meeting 
 
ii.1  Place and Duration of the Meeting 
 
 The Fourteenth RASG-PA Executive Steering Committee Meeting (RASG-PA ESC/14) 
was held on 15 August 2012 at the Boeing Everett Facility, and on 16 August at the Seattle Museum of 
Flight, Seattle, United States. 
 
ii.2  Organization, Officers and Secretariat 
 
  Mr. Oscar Derby, RASG-PA Co-Chairperson (States/Territories) and Mr. Alex de 
Gunten, RASG-PA Co-Chairperson (Industry), led the discussions conducted under the agenda items. 
Mrs. Loretta Martin, Regional Director of the ICAO NACC Regional Office, served as RASG-PA 
Secretary and was assisted by Messrs. Oscar Quesada, Deputy Regional Director, ICAO SAM Regional 
Office; Mr. Miguel Marín, Technical Officer, Operations, ICAO HQs, Mr. Eduardo Chacin, Flight Safety 
Officer, ICAO NACC Office; and Mr. Adolfo Zavala, ATM/2 Officer, ICAO NACC Office. 
 
ii.3  Working Languages 
 
  The working languages of the meeting were English and Spanish.  Meeting 
documentation and the report of the meeting were issued in English and Spanish.   
 
ii.4  Agenda 
 
  The ESC reviewed the agenda, which was adopted as follows: 
 
Agenda Item 1 Review and approve the RASG-PA ESC/14 Meeting Draft Agenda and 

Schedule 
 
Agenda Item 2 Review the RASG-PA ESC/13 Meeting Report, including follow-up of 

RASG-PA Decisions and Conclusions 
 
2.1 RASG-PA ESC/13 Meeting Report review  
2.2 Review list of RASG-PA Decisions and Conclusions 

 
Agenda Item 3 Status/update of RASG-PA Working Groups and Projects 

 
3.1 Pan America - Regional Aviation Safety Team (PA-RAST) 

• Status/update 
• DIP status 
• Runway Safety Teams 
• Issue Analysis Team 
• Terms of Reference 
• FAA Foreign Airport Safety Assessment Program (FASAP) 

Familiarization 
 
3.2 Annual Safety Report Team (ASRT) 

• Status/update – 3rd Edition Report  
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3.3 Aviation Safety Training Team – Pan America (ASTT) 

• Status/update 
• RASG-PA Aviation Safety Workshops – Bogota Update 

 
3.4 Project GSI/3 – Protection of Safety Information 

• Status/update 
• Next steps – Protection of Safety Information Seminars 

 
3.5 Project GSI/12 – FOQA Data Sharing of Information Safety Data 

• Status/update 
 
3.6 Project GSI/4 – Central American Accident and Incident Prevention 

Investigation Commission - Accident/Incident Regional Board 
• Status/update 

 
3.7 Project GSI/1 - ICAO Spanish standard phraseology project 

• Status/update 
 
3.8 ALTA/IATA Bird Strike Project 

• Status/update 
 

Agenda Item 4 RASG-PA 2013 Work Programme 
 
Agenda Item 5 RASG-PA/5 Meeting 
 

5.1 Logistics and Agenda 
• RASG-PA presentation at FSF IASS 

 
Agenda Item 6 2012 Pan America Aviation Safety Summit Review 
 
Agenda Item 7 Other matters 
 
ii.5  Schedule and Working Methods 
 
  Meeting sessions were held from 08:30 to 16:30. 
 
ii.6  Attendance 
 
  The meeting was attended by 24 members and staff of the RASG-PA Executive Steering 
Committee (ESC). 
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ii.7 Conclusions and Decisions 
 
 The Regional Aviation Safety Group – Pan America (RASG-PA ESC) records its 
activities as Conclusions and Decisions. 
 
ii.8 List of Decisions 
 
 The RASG-PA ESC/14 Meeting formulated 3 Decisions. 
 

 No. 
RASG-PA 

ESC 

Title Page 

RASG-PA 
ESC/14/01  

A RASG-PA Safety Advisory (RSA) will be provided to States 
upon completion of RASG-PA Safety Enhancement Initiatives 
 

3-1 

RASG-PA 
ESC/14/02 

A RASG-PA Safety Advisory (RSA) will be sent to States and 
industry to promote FAA FASAP programme 
 

3-1 

RASG-PA 
ESC/14/03  

Amend RASG-PA Procedural Handbook to modify the month of 
RASG-PA membership meeting 
 
 

4-1 
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Agenda Item 1: Review and approve the RASG-PA ESC/13 Meeting Draft Agenda 

and Schedule  
 
 
1.1   Mr. Alex de Gunten, RASG-PA Co-Chairperson for industry, presented WP/01 
and invited the ESC to approve the draft agenda.  
 
1.2  The agenda was modified, approved and is included in the historical section of 
this report. 
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Agenda Item 2: Review RASG-PA ESC/13 Meeting Report including follow-up of 

RASG-PA Decisions and Conclusions  
 
2.1   RASG-PA ESC/13 Meeting Report review 
 
2.1.1    The ESC reviewed the RASG-PA ESC/13 Meeting report.  Participants were 
asked to review item 6.2 of the report reference the RASG-PA Application for the ICAO Fund for 
Aviation Safety (SAFE Fund). A question was asked reference how the workshop locations 
included in the SAFE Fund application were determined and whether there should have been 
more discussion within the ESC before including these locations in the application request. As a 
result of this discussion, the ESC agreed to review the Aviation Safety Training Team scope of 
activities and objectives, including the methodology to determine the criteria for selecting 
future RASG-PA workshop locations.  It was also agreed that until such methodology was 
determined, the ESC would remove the tentative workshop locations from the Safe Fund 
application.  
 
2.2   Review list of RASG-PA Decisions and Conclusions 
 
2.2.1   The ESC reviewed the list of RASG-PA Decisions and Conclusions.  The 
following conclusions remain valid and were updated: RASG-PA C 3/6. 
 
2.2.2  The following ESC Decisions remain valid and were updated: ESC 10/7, ESC 
13/2, ESC 13/3 and 13/5. 
 
2.2.3  All other RASG-PA Decisions and Conclusions in Appendices B and C of WP/2 
were marked as completed or superseded. 
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Agenda Item 3: Status/update of RASG-PA Working Groups and Projects  
 
3.1   Pan America – Regional Aviation Safety Team (PA-RAST) 
 
3.1.1    Mr. Gerardo Hueto, PA-RAST Co-Chairperson, presented the PA-RAST/10 
Executive Summary Report to the ESC, which included the current status of all Detailed 
Implementation Plans (DIPs) and PA-RAST deliverables. The DIP status update and PA-RAST 
Executive Summary will be included in the final report of the PA-RAST/10 Meeting. 
 
3.1.2  The ESC also agreed that it would be useful to provide States with relevant safety 
information from a completed RASG-PA DIP by means of a RASG-PA Safety Advisory (RSA) 
and therefore formulated the following decision:   
 
RASG-PA ESC Decision 14/1: A RASG-PA Safety Advisory (RSA) will be provided 

to States upon completion of RASG-PA Safety 
Enhancement Initiatives 

A RSA will be sent to States informing on completed RASG-PA Safety 
Enhancement Initiatives including any associated recommendations.  

3.1.3  The ESC received a presentation from the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) titled “FAA Foreign Airport Safety Assessment Program (FASAP) Familiarization,” 
WP15.   
 
3.1.4  The FASAP programme provides a methodology for airport safety assessments, 
which is not intended to replace existing CAA or ICAO guidance regarding airport safety and 
design, but rather is intended to assist airport safety evaluators (particularly for air carriers flying 
international routes) in understanding existing ICAO/CAA airport safety, operations and design 
guidance. It applies a risk evaluation and mitigation methodology to the assessment of airport 
safety and design. An air carrier or CAA could integrate this methodology (or parts of this 
methodology) with existing review processes to determine acceptable airport standards. 
 
3.1.5  The ESC agreed that the FASAP programme would be a useful tool for States 
and aviation stakeholders and formulated the following decision: 
 
RASG-PA ESC Decision 14/2: A RASG-PA Safety Advisory (RSA) will be sent to 

States and industry to promote the FAA FASAP 
programme 

RASG-PA will send a RSA to States and industry to promote the use of the 
FASAP methodology in support of the assessment of acceptable airport 
standards. The methodology is intended to be used as an additional tool and not 
to replace any existing ICAO or CAA guidance with regard to airport safety and 
design. 
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3.2   Annual Safety Report Team (ASRT) 
 
3.2.1  Mr. Oscar Quesada briefed the ESC on the current status of the Third edition of 
the RASG-PA Annual Safety Report.  The report is being finalized for translation.  
 
3.2.2  The ESC was advised of the lack of proactive information in the report. IATA 
and IFALPA both committed to see if they could provide more proactive information for future 
editions of the report. It was also mentioned that the Issue Analysis Team (IAT) may also be able 
to provide proactive information in the future. 
 
3.2.3  Mr. Lorenzo Sepulveda, RASG-PA Vice-Chairman, advised the ESC that it was 
very important to ensure that the Annual Safety Report provided clear chart definitions and to 
report the most current relative status in graphs and figures used in the report when possible.  
 
3.3  Aviation Safety Training Team – Pan America (ASTT) 
 
3.3.1  As a result of a discussion on how to identify RASG-PA workshop locations, the 
ESC decided that the ASTT should convene a meeting and review its scope and objectives. 
 
3.3.2  The next ASTT meeting is tentatively scheduled for November. 
 
3.4  Project GSI/3 – Protection of Safety Information 
 
3.4.1  Mr. Adolfo Zavala briefed the ESC on the current status of this project, which is 
to provide to States a legal framework for the protection of safety information.  Airbus and 
Boeing are reviewing the final draft provided by the three experts that are working on the project. 
The final draft should be ready to present to the ESC during the ESC/15 Meeting in Santiago, 
Chile. 
 
3.4.2  The ESC also supported the drafting of a plan to disseminate the document as 
part of the original GSI/3 Project activities. A seminar/workshop was to be developed to present 
the results of the project and to demonstrate and discuss the “Model Proposal of Amendment to 
National Legislation,” which is to be utilized by States to support integration of the provisions of 
Annex 13, Chapter 8, Appendix E in State national legislation and regulations. 
 
3.5  Project GSI/12 – FOQA Data Sharing of Information Safety Data 
 
3.5.1  No updates were presented during the meeting for this project.  
 
3.6 Project GSI/4 – Central America Accident and Incident Prevention 

Investigation Commission – Accident/Incident Regional Board 
 
3.6.1 No updates were presented during the meeting for this project. 
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3.7 Project GSI/1 – ICAO Spanish Standard Phraseology Project 
 
3.7.1  During the RASG-PA ESC/13 Meeting held in Bogota, the ESC concurred that 
that ALTA should prepare a draft implementation programme for the application of standard 
Spanish phraseology. 
  
3.7.2  The ESC also agreed to expand the survey among pilots and air traffic 
controllers. 
 
3.7.3  The Colombian Aeronautical Civil Authority, the Chilean Civil Aviation 
Authority and the Mexican Civil Aviation Authority offered to distribute the survey among their 
air traffic controllers.  
 
3.7.4  Based on the results of the survey, ALTA presented the ESC with a tentative 
implementation programme that included the following points: 
 

 Promote the use of standard Spanish ATC phraseology in accordance 
with the ICAO PANS-ATM (Doc 4444)  - States and airlines commit to 
distribute the ICAO PANS- ATM (Doc 4444) 
 

 Communication Campaign - Develop a regional communication 
campaign to highlight the importance of applying standard Spanish 
phraseology. Have all States, airlines, RASG-PA members, etc. 
distribute campaign material among its organizations  

 
 Implement and/or develop training programmes in accordance with Doc 

4444 phraseology for new and current personnel 
 

 Develop personnel proficiency evaluations on phraseology  
 

 Include a mandatory introductory training course on Doc 4444 Spanish 
Standard Phraseology, which would apply to flight academies and air 
traffic control training centers. In order to obtain any aeronautical 
certificate, students must pass a respective Proficiency Evaluation on 
Doc 4444 Spanish Standard Phraseology exam 

 
3.7.5  The ESC Vice-Chairperson from Chile requested more clarity on the objectives 
and specifics of the programme prior to implementation. The ESC agreed. 
 
3.7.6  The ESC also discussed the issue that had been raised by IATA reference English 
standard phraseology problems. The ESC agreed that even though this initiative is specific to 
Spanish phraseology, the initiative should highlight using approved ICAO ATC phraseology in 
controller to pilot communications. 
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3.7.7  The ESC agreed to return the project to PA-RAST for review and defining the 
scope of the project and expected outcomes.  
 
3.8 ALTA/IATA Bird Strike Project 
 
3.8.1  IATA briefed the ESC that a team of biologists from the FAA and USDA visited 
Panama (PTY) and Guayaquil (GYE) airports for 3 days each during the last week of June 2012. 
The team met with local authorities and airline industry representatives, They also visited the 
surrounding areas to become familiar with current conditions, the Bird Strike Project action plan 
and to establish a relationship with wild life personnel and the local champion team. The FAA is 
in the process of drafting a detailed report. 
 
3.8.2  IATA and ALTA asked their airline members to provide them with bird strike 
incident reports from 2008 to 2011. The collated data will be presented to RASG-PA for 
consideration to support expanding this initiative to other airports in the future. 
 
3.8.3  The Bird Strike Project sub-committee will meet again in the upcoming weeks in 
MIA to discuss the initial results of the PTY and GYE visits and discuss the future of the project. 
Once a date is chosen, all RASG-PA members will be invited to participate, as well as the 
representatives and bird strike experts from the FAA, USDA, Boeing, Airbus, IFALPA, ACI-
LAC, LACSA, LAN Airlines, LAN Peru, LAN Ecuador, Avianca, Copa, Copa Colombia, ALTA 
and IATA that participated in the first meeting in 2011. 
 
3.8.4   CARSAMPAF/10 Meeting, 22-26 October,  will be informed of the activities of 
this project at their annual meeting. 
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Agenda Item 4: RASG-PA 2013 Work Programme  
 
 
4.1   The ESC discussed the tentative RASG-PA work programme as presented in 
WP/11.  The ESC agreed to the following changes in the tentative RASG-PA 2013 work 
programme, which will be presented to the RASG-PA membership for approval: 
 

 The first 2013 PA-RAST/ESC meeting will be scheduled for the week of 25 
March 2013, at the ICAO Lima Office. 

 
 Schedule the 2013 annual RASG-PA meeting jointly with the 

ICAO/ALTA Safety Summit, which will tentatively be held in Costa 
Rica the week of June 24, 2013. 
 

 Eliminate the ESC meeting scheduled for August 2013, but maintain  the 
other three ESC scheduled meetings for 2013, March, June and 
October/November. 

 
 The location for the 2013 ESC meetings will be Lima, Costa Rica and 

Brazil, respectively.  
 

 The RASG-PA ESC monthly teleconferences will be changed to bi-
monthly teleconferences scheduled during odd numbered months. 
 

 
Decision RASG-PA ESC/14/3 Amend RASG-PA Procedural Handbook to modify 

the month of RASG-PA membership meeting 
 
 Amend the RASG-PA Procedural Handbook to remove the month in which the 

RASG-PA annual meeting is to scheduled.  The amendment will allow the 
annual membership meeting to be held at any time during the year with 60 day’s 
notice. 
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Agenda Item 5: RASG-PA/5 Meeting  
 
 
5.1   The ESC reviewed the schedule for the PA-RAST/11, ESC/15 and RASG-PA/5 
meetings in Santiago, Chile.  
 
5.2  The draft agenda for the meeting was reviewed and the ESC was reminded that 
RASG-PA participants would join the Flight Safety Foundation IASS event on Tuesday morning, 
23 October 2012, for the opening of that event. The RASG-PA meeting will then reconvene in the 
afternoon and adjourn on Wednesday, 24 October 2012. 
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Agenda Item 6 2012 Pan America Aviation Safety Summit Review 
 
 
6.1   The ESC received a briefing on the results of the Third Pan America Aviation 
Safety Summit 2012 from Mr. Alex de Gunten. 
 
6.2  The Summit’s overall attendance was 222 attendees, which included States, 
aviation stakeholders and other safety organizations.  The Summit survey’s reflected a high level 
of satisfaction with the outcome of the Safety Summit. Ninety-five percent of the attendees 
indicated they would attend the Summit in 2013.  
 
6.3  The ESC agreed that it was a successful outcome and supported the continued 
joint collaboration of ICAO RASG-PA and ALTA in hosting the 2013 Pan American Aviation 
Safety Summit.  
 
6.4  The ESC discussed tentative locations and dates for the 2013 Safety Summit and 
tentatively agreed to the week of 24-28 June 2013, in San Jose, Costa Rica. Cancun, Mexico, was 
considered as an alternate location. 
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Agenda Item 7: Other Business 
 
 
  No other business was discussed under this agenda item.  
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