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Search and 
Rescue:
By the Numbers
In an average day, the U.S. Coast Guard:

• Saves 13 lives

• Responds to 64 SAR cases

In 2025, the U.S. Coast Guard:

• Saved 5,220 lives

• Assisted 19,437 people

• Saved or assisted more than $1.02 billion 
in property

In RCC Miami:

• Over a 43 days period, JRCC Miami has 
279 search and rescue (SAR) cases

• 20% average of last 5 years



JRCC Miami
• Extensive Area of 

Responsibility: JRCC Miami manages 
1.7 million NM operational area 
covering the Southeastern United 
States, a portion of the Gulf of Mexico, 
and a portion of the Caribbean basin.

• Memorandum of Understandings: We 
maintain MOUs with key regional 
partners, to streamline and enhance 
coordinated response efforts.

• Operational Necessity in a Complex 
Region: The high volume of maritime 
and air traffic, including major shipping 
lanes and tourist routes, makes 
international partnership essential for 
effective incident response.

• A Cornerstone of Regional 
Safety: This extensive network of 
international collaboration is 
fundamental to the maritime safety and 
security architecture of the entire 
region, ensuring a unified effort to save 
lives.





Rescue Coordination Center 
Miami Responsibilities

• Unified Operations
Integrates actions with international partners, and local agencies to 
ensure a unified and effective response.
RSC San Juan monitors SARSAT and has express permissions to 
execute Search and Rescue cases to a higher degree than sectors, due 
to their geographical position and a necessity to render timely 
assistance

• Strategic Command
Establish SAR policy, training, and operational doctrine for the entire region.

• Distress & Safety Communications
The central hub for all GMDSS, EPIRB, and maritime emergency alerts.

• Mission Execution
Deploys and manages cutters, aircraft, and small boats for search and 
rescue missions.



AIPOC
The Blueprint for USCG Search and Rescue

Awareness Initial 
Actions Planning Operations Conclusion



SAR Planning and 
Response

Awareness 
An RCC will often receive 

first notification that a ship 
or other craft is in distress 

from a communications 
station with which it is 

associated, or via its own 
communications facilities. 



SAR Planning and 
Response

Initial Action
After evaluating all available 
information and taking into 

account the degree of 
emergency, the SMC should 
be assigned, the appropriate 
emergency phase declared, 

and all appropriate 
personnel and facilities 

informed. 



SAR Planning and 
Response

Planning
Asset allocation, response 

time, operational risk 
management, etc. is 

considered



SAR Planning and 
Response

Operations
Search and rescue units 

deploy to the scene to 
actively search, rescue 
survivors, and provide 

emergency medical care. 



SAR Planning and 
Response

Conclusion
Search and Rescue Units 

return to base, debrief, 
refuel, and complete full 
case documentation and 

reporting.  



Thank You!

Questions?

LT Olivia Gonzalez – JRCC Miami – Search and Rescue Seat Lead
Olivia.M.Gonzalez@uscg.mil
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