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Beth Newcombe

Senior Policy Analyst, Passport Program Policy

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada
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How to Implement ICAO Digital Travel Credentials

• ICAO Digital Travel Credential (“DTC”)

• ICAO DTC (Type 1) – Real Time Learnings

• The ICBWG’s DTC Implementation Guidance 
Exercise – Approach

• What Will the ICBWG Guidance Exercise Tackle 
Next?
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1.  ICAO Digital Travel Credential (DTC)
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1.  ICAO Digital Travel Credential (DTC)
Maintaining the “Hybrid” approach to “physical” and “virtual” components…

Hybrid for eMRTD… Hybrid for ICAO Digital Travel Credential…

+ underlying eMRTD.

DTC VC DTC PC

….but not yet!  
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2.  ICAO DTC (Type 1) – Real Time Learnings

Key inputs thus 
far:

• EU Pilots and Commission work 
around digitization of travel

• Coming soon:  other domestic 
inputs 

• Canada is developing a 
domestic framework for future 
DTC use; 

• Other similar inputs…? 

   

• DTC works!  It can improve efficiency of existing border controls.

• A consensus on transmission protocol for DTC will be critical to global 
interoperability.

• Chip defect management will be a key consideration for borders wishing 
to implement.

• IT security – data privacy – user experience:  given more active 
involvement of the document holder, finding the right balance of these 
three elements is critical.

• Real world implementation is very different from lab testing.  
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3. ICBWG DTC State Implementation Guidance Exercise

One of the objectives is to give Member States a better sense of ICAO’s current baseline 
capacities and expectations, versus those optional layers that can help orient them towards the 

envisioned future state of traveler identification.

SNAPSHOT – “Capacities for DTC (Type 1) Derivation Step”• Priority for Phase 1:  DTC (Type 1) derivation step - 
generating a DTC-VC using an existing eMRTD.

• OUTCOME - “Revision 1” of DTC Guidance to be 
tabled for endorsement at upcoming Technical 
Advisory Group meeting (November 2025).
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What Areas will the ICBWG Guidance Exercise Cover?

Conceptual and 
Horizontal 
Guidance

Operational 
Guidance

Quick Reference 
and Visual Tools
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ICBWG DTC Guidance Sub-Group Welcomes New Voices

If you are interested in participating, please reach out!

Beth Newcombe
LEAD – ICBWG DTC State Implementation Guidance Exercise

Beth.Newcombe@cic.gc.ca
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Thank You
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