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U.S. Passports Pre-1980s

1960s Passport Book1817 Passport



6

TR
IP

 2
0

2
5

Liberty Bell Passport: 1983 to 1985
The first U.S. Machine Readable Passport (MRP) issued

Glue Pot Iron used to set photo adhesive
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Early Stages of Automated Passport Issuance: 1985

Terminals running early issuance 
software

Book Print Machine Processing of applications
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Passport Security Feature Updates: 1990 to 1993 

Embedded Photo

Great Seal eagle



9

TR
IP

 2
0

2
5

Equipment Upgrades: 1998 to 2007

Digitally Integrated Portrait

Toppan Printing Pod

Diletta
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ePassport: 2006 to 2023

Chip Inside ‘Symbol’
Data Page
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Next Generation Passport: March 2021- Present

Polycarbonate Data Page

Background artwork of Data Page 



12

TR
IP

 2
0

2
5

Passports: Technical Evolution

MRP 
First Edition 
of Doc 9303

MRP 
ICAO Published 
the first 
standard on 
machine 
readable 
passport 
documents

Personalization
Purpose-design 
printers

Chip Technology
Biometric Passport 
Formalized

Security
Advanced Security 
Mechanisms for Data 
Integrity and 
Authentication 

1978 2000 2020

Photo Quality 
Standardization 
begins. Portrait 
required

Interoperability
MRZ Standard

Chip Technology
Contactless 
Integrated Circuits 
introduced 

Chip Technology
Requirements for 
ePassport, LDS and 
Biometric Data

Chip Technology
Evolution of PKI and 
Digital Signatures

Personalization
Integrated 
Personalization

Photo Quality
Enhanced Biometric 
Encoding Standards 
(ISO/IEC 39794)
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Argentina

Australia

Brazil

Canada

Chile

China

Colombia

Egypt

Finland

France

Germany

Indonesia

India

Iraq

Italy

Japan

Kenya

Kyrgyzstan

Luxembourg

Macedonia

Moldova

Netherlands

New Zealand

Nigeria

Portugal

Qatar

Russian 
Federation

South Africa

Spain

Sweden

Sudan

UAE

Ukraine

United Kingdom

United States

Uruguay

19 Organizations

ACI 

BAGASOO

CASSOA
ECAC

EU
IATA

ICCAIA
ILO

INTERPOL
IOM
ISO
OAS

OSCE
UNCTED
DMPSC
UNODC

UNHCR 

UNWTO 

WEF

TAG/TRIP/4 – 11-13 October 2023

26 TAG/TRIP members and advisers 
from: 

13 Member States; 

1 observer Member State;
8 observers from 5 international 
organizations

36 States

TAG/TRIP 2023 Attendance
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ICAO Working Groups- NTWG
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New Technologies Working Group: Activities

Passport chip: security protocols and biometric encoding

Naming Conventions

Mandatory/Optional Data Fields

Post Quantum Cryptography

Digital Travel Credential Specifications
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ICAO Working Groups- ICBWG
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Evidence of Identity Guide
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Secure Handling and Issuance Guide
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Implementation and Capacity Building Working Group: Activities

Border and Law Enforcement Guide

Travel document compliance

Emergency travel documents

Procurement guidance

Digital Travel Credential Implementation
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Technical Advisory Group: 2025 Attendance

TAG/TRIP/5

60+ Participants

26 Member States
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Technical Advisory Group: 2025 Topics

MRTD Specification Revisions (Doc 9303)

Inspection Systems functional requirements

Annex 9 Proposals

Travel documents for refugees and stateless persons

Digital Travel Credential Policy
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