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SUMMARY 

 

The requirement for the inclusion of a harmonized second letter in the field of passport type was adopted 

as a Standard in Annex 9 – Facilitation of the Chicago Convention. The second letter allows States to 

distinguish between different passport types for passenger processing and visa purposes, particularly at 

automated border control points. 

Also, the ICBWG has noted the attempted use of the second letter code to refer to the status of the holder 

rather than the document itself. The ICBWG plans to update communications and guidance on this topic, 

and work with NTWG to identify any other areas for possible amendments or further clarification. 

A tip sheet on harmonizing document type two-letter code in machine readable passports is in the 

Appendix. 

Action by the TAG/TRIP is in paragraph 4. 

Element of the ICAO 

TRIP Strategy: 

Document Issuance and Control 

MRTDs 

Financial implications: None 

References: Annex 9 – Facilitation, Chapter 3 

Doc 9303 – Machine Readable Travel Documents, Part 3 – Specifications 

Common to all MRTDs and Part 4 – Specifications for Machine Readable 

Passports (MRPs) and other TD3 Size MRTD 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The requirement for the inclusion of a harmonized second letter in the passport type field 

was adopted as a Standard in Annex 9 of the Chicago Convention (Standards 3.10.2, 3.10.3 and 3.10.4 

refer). The second letter allows States to distinguish between different passport types for passenger 

processing and visa purposes, particular at automated border control points. 

1.2 States already issuing with a second letter must harmonize the code to the list in Doc. 9303 

(Part 4) by 1 January 2026. All other States must issue passports with a second letter by 1 January 2028. 

1.3 As the change is now an official Standard, the ICBWG, with the support of the NTWG, 

has begun to increase awareness of the requirement. 

2. APPROACH 

2.1 The ICBWG Information and Communications sub-group produced a ‘tip sheet’ for 

distribution through ICAO and other communications channels, to increase visibility and understanding of 

the change. The information is on a single page (see Appendix). The information sheet has received positive 

feedback. 

2.2 ICBWG is also planning to write articles in Uniting Aviation to bring visibility to the 

technical changes, including the second letter code; other working group members, with a global reach, will 

be circulating it more widely. 

3. ISSUES 

3.1 Since the introduction of the second letter code, some States have voiced concerns at the 

choice of letters denoting certain document types. These requests have been directed to the ICAO 

Secretariat, the TAG Working Groups and the Working Group on Annex 9.  

3.2 ICBWG has also noted the attempted use of the second letter code by some States to refer 

to the status of the holder, rather than the document itself. For example, where a country issues an ‘alien’ 

passport to a refugee and then uses the second letter to denote the holder’s refugee status – so issuing the 

document as PR rather than PT. Similarly, we have seen a full validity national passport issued to a non-

national, using PT code. ICBWG considers these documents non-compliant with Doc 9303.  

3.3 ICBWG suggests that the ICBWG and NTWG consider whether there is a need for 

additional Notes or guidance in Doc 9303, and whether ICBWG should develop guides to give clarity. 

3.4 ICBWG acknowledges that the response to this issue may be purely related to guidance 

and communications material and may not need any changes to specifications. 

4. ACTION BY THE TAG/TRIP 

4.1 The TAG/TRIP is invited to: 

a) note the content of this working paper and the information sheet at the Appendix ; and 
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b) recommend that the ICBWG amend the information sheets, communications material, 

and guidance material to provide clarity on the use of secondary document type codes; 

and  

c) ICBWG work with the NTWG to consider whether there are implications for the Notes 

in Doc. 9303 specifications. 

 

— — — — — — — — 
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Tip Sheet 

Harmonizing document type two-letter code in Machine Readable Passports (MRPs) 
 

About: 

In current ICAO Doc 9303-compliant MRPs, the Machine Readable Zone (MRZ) must start with the letter “P”. 

An optional second letter determined by the issuing State can be added to indicate the MRP document type. 

However, because the second letter code was never standardized, automated systems such as electronic 

gates cannot immediately or consistently determine the type of MRP under inspection.  

 

With increased reliance on machine-assisted document checks, it is necessary to harmonise the second 

letter code for the different document types issued by ICAO Member States. The next edition of ICAO Doc 

9303 (9th edition) will include a uniform two letter code for MRP document types.  

 

Adding a second letter after the letter “P” will; 

- not affect the current structure of the MRZ; and  
- eventually assist Automated/Assisted Border Control and other systems in recognizing every type of 

MRP. 
 

For Who:  

Passport issuers and Inspection Systems (such as electronic gates).  

What:  

The following document type two letter codes must be used in the VIZ (Visual Inspection Zone), MRZ and 

chip: 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When:  

• States that are already issuing MRPs with a secondary document type indicator MUST use the new 
codes specified by Doc 9303 no later than 1 January 2026.  

• From 1 January 2028 all states MUST introduce a mandatory second letter after “P” for all types of 
passports in accordance with the standardized codes contained in Doc 9303.  

• Documents issued with only one letter code will not be accepted after 1 January 2038. 
 

These specifications will be incorporated in the 9th edition of ICAO Doc 9303. 

MRP type (Doc 9303-4) Indicator 

National/ordinary passport PP 

Emergency passport PE 

Diplomatic passport PD 

Official/service passport PO 

Refugee passport PR 

Alien passport PT 

Stateless passport PS 

Laisser-passer passport PL 

Military passport PM 

ETD type (Doc 9303-8) Indicator 

Emergency Travel  
Document (booklet) 

PE 

Emergency Travel 
Document (single-sheet) 

PU 

VIZ 

MRZ 
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