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APPENDIX A

PET IN AVIATION STUDY GROUP
TERMS OF REFERENCE

Background

The increasing demand for the carriage of pets by air, combined with
evolving social expectations and growing recognition of animals as sentient
beings, has highlighted the need for a more coordinated and harmonized
approach at the international level. While some States have developed
national practices or operational arrangements, the absence of a common
global reference framework has resulted in fragmented approaches,
regulatory uncertainty and uneven levels of facilitation, animal welfare
protection and operational consistency.

At the 42nd Session of the ICAO Assembly, the issue of air transport of
pets was formally brought to the attention of ICAO through working and
information papers, and the Assembly decided to refer the matter to the
Council, with the involvement of the relevant technical bodies, for further
study and identification of a way forward. In this context, the establishment
of a dedicated Study Group would support ICAO in assessing the issue in a
comprehensive and coordinated manner, while considering facilitation,
safety, security, public health, operational and animal welfare
considerations.

Scope

In order to support informed decision-making and avoid fragmented or
unilateral approaches, the Study Group should examine the carriage of pets
by air from a global perspective. This includes consideration of in-cabin
transportation, associated facilitation aspects, operational conditions, safety
and security implications, public health considerations, and the social role
of pets as part of the passenger travel experience.

The Study Group should also draw on existing SARPs, ICAO provisions,
relevant international guidance, and national experiences, with a view to
identifying areas where harmonized guidance and/or recommended
practices may be beneficial.

Objectives

The Study Group should support ICAO by:

a) examining current practices, challenges and risks associated with the
carriage of pets by air;

b) identify gaps in existing international provisions and national
approaches, and determine the elements that could support Member States
in the development of appropriate policies, guidance and arrangements for
the carriage of pets by air;
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c) assessing how animal welfare considerations can be appropriately
reflected within the facilitation framework, without compromising safety,
security and operational requirements;

d) identifying areas where SARPs under Annex 9 could be developed,
where appropriate;

e) supporting the development of an Action Plan involving the relevant
ICAO bodies; and

f) providing findings and recommendations to the Air Transport Committee
for consideration by the Council.

Required expertise

Participation in the Study Group should be interdisciplinary in nature. The
Study Group should be composed of experts nominated by the relevant
ICAO technical bodies, reflecting the different areas involved in the
carriage of pets by air.

In particular, participation should include expertise related to facilitation
and accessibility, safety and flight operations, aviation security, public
health and cabin environment, airport operations, and other relevant
technical domains, as identified in Appendix B of this WP.

Specific working
arrangements

The work of the Study Group will be undertaken primarily by
correspondence and teleconferences.
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APPENDIX B
ACTION PLAN

The Action Plan governs the elements to be included in the ICAO international regulatory framework, as
for instance as follows:

a) Accessibility (FALP/ATRP/AVSECP/ANC)
1. Classification of animals for air transport purposes (FALP);
ii. list of permitted, protected, or prohibited species; (FALP)

iii. hygienic, health, and behavioural conditions of animals and related veterinary certifications, as well
as identification documentation, to be provided well in advance of departure; (CAPSCA)

iv. owner’s declaration of responsibility (FALP/ATRP/LEB);

v. use of muzzle, harness, and safety belt for animals when outside their carrier; (FALP/FLTOPSP/AIRP)
vi. security screening devices and procedures; (AVSECP)

vii. dedicated waiting areas and availability of hygiene facilities (FALP/ADOP)

viil. training of ground personnel on animal handling at airports (FALP).

b) Safety, Welfare, and Cabin Health (ANC/CAPSCA)

i. limitation to number, weight, and size of animals per passenger and per flight; (FLTOPSP)
ii. requirements for carriers and restraint systems; (FLTOPSP)

iii. training of flight personnel on managing pets in cabin or on board;

iv. air quality and HEPA filtration; (AIRP/CAPSCA)

v. information to passengers at the time of booking and reallocation procedures in case of allergies or
phobias; (FALP)

vi. floor protection; (ANC)
vii. emergency evacuation procedures; (ANC/FLTOPSP/AIRP)

viii. demonstration flights and practical tests to assess safety, compatibility and human and animal
welfare; (ANC/FLTOPSP/AIRP)

ix. inclusion of support animals in assistance programs for victims of air accidents.
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